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OUR 40 DAY LENTEN JOURNEY 
As we begin our Lenten journey, the Lord Jesus invites us to 
begin a relationship with him. A relationship of trust. This is 
why it is important to unpack what the number 40 means in 
the context of the history of salvation. For 40 years the people 
were in the desert because they did not trust God but trusted 
still in the idols of the Egyptians. The people had to go into the 
desert to fall in love with the Lord. That is why the prophets 
remind the people throughout the scriptures that God takes 
them into the wilderness to reconnect with them; for them to 
be reminded that he is their true husband (Hosea 2:14-15) who 
wants to speak to their heart (Isaiah 40:1-11). 

Psalm 95 also reminds us, “If today we listen to his voice 
harden not your heart”. Hearing the voice of a loved one 
brings joy to our hearts. That voice of love always calls us to 
have a change of heart, like a mother hearing her child 
apologizing after they do something wrong; as much as she 
wants to be angry with them she cannot. I am sure that many 
parents may have had this experience. The child will still need 
to be told what they did was wrong, but also the child trusts 
their parent if they know they are loved by them. The child 
grows and learns, but moreover they learn that their parents 
just want the best for them. 

Brothers and sisters, God wants to love us, God wants us to 
be free from our idols, God wants us to trust his voice and to 
love him, but we are free to undergo this journey of Lent. This 
Lent is different because we have all gone through a reality 
check that invites us to love God and our neighbour. Who are 
our neighbours, the person next to us? Our parish community? 
This journey is both collective, and individual, not one or the 
other, but both. We are all made to be with God, but the 
challenge is do we want it? One response could be to offer to 
steward before Mass, not out of duty but out of love. We 
are still in need of more stewards to sustain our Covid-
secure procedures and help share the load. Brothers and 
sister this time of Lent is a time to reflect and have a change 
of heart. God is love and we can receive this love or refuse it. 
 
Every blessing for the week ahead, Fr Axcel 

  Parish Priest: Fr. Graham Stokes, grahamstokes@rcdow.org.uk  
Assistant Priest: Fr. Axcel Soriano, axcelsoriano@rcdow.org.uk  
Parish Catechist: Kay O’Connor, kayoconnor@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Administrator: Nuala Rodger, harrownorth@rcdow.org.uk (office hours Mon-Thu 9.30am-1pm) 
Parish Safeguarding Representative: Gerald O’Keefe harrownorthsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

 

21st February 2021 – 1st SUNDAY OF LENT   

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS 
 

Sunday 10.30am Masses livestreamed on  
‘St John Fisher North Harrow’ YouTube channel 

Next Friday 10am livestreamed on Facebook: 12th Feb 

        20th Sat   Lent feria  
        10.00am Michael Buckley RIP 
        12.00       Rosary (Facebook Live only)         

                       Vigil of Sunday 
          6.00pm Bridget Relf anniv  

21st Sun   1st SUNDAY OF LENT    
        8.30am     People of the Parish 
        10.30am   Ann & Patrick Kilcoyne anniv  
        12noon    Catherine Lissemore anniv                                          

22nd Mon THE CHAIR OF ST PETER APOSTLE          
10.00am   Eileen Steinitz Anniv 

  23rd Tue   Lent feria  
         10.00am   Private Intention 

       24th Wed  Lent feria 
  10.00am    Joseph D’Cruz RIP 

        25th Thu  Lent feria        
  7.00pm    Artur Kulak RIP   

        26th Fri   Lent feria          
        10.00am   Angela Clusker anniv   
  followed by Stations of the Cross 
        7.00pm     Stations of the Cross (Facebook Live only) 

        27th Sat   Lent feria    
        10.00am   Indra Pedropillai anniv   
        12.00       Rosary (Facebook Live only)         

            Vigil of Sunday 
 6.00pm     People of the Parish               

               

28th Sun   2nd SUNDAY OF LENT 
8.30am      Libia Lemos RIP 1st anniv  
10.30am    John O’Keeffe RIP 
12noon     Patrick Sloane Anniv    

 ---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 10.30am-11.00am & 5.15pm-5.45pm  

and by appointment 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Monday 9am–9.45am; Saturday after Mass–11.30am  
First Friday (with Benediction): after Mass – 11.30am 

Funerals & Baptisms – by appointment 

Sacrament of the Sick – by request;  

 

St John Fisher Roman Catholic Church 
North Harrow 

 

80 Imperial Close, Harrow, HA2 7LW, 020 8868 7531 
harrownorth@rcdow.org.uk    

www.stjohnfisheronline.org.uk   www.rcdow.org.uk/harrownorth 
 

 

Reflect on next Sunday’s Readings with the help of 
www.wednesdayword.org 2nd Sunday of Lent, 

 Genesis 22:1-2.9-13.15-18 Psalm 115, 
Romans 8:31-34, Mark 9:2-10 

 



 

This parish is part of the Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust, Registered Charity Number 233699 
 

REGULAR NOTICES 
 

If you or a sick relative could benefit from a visit from the parish  
St Vincent de Paul Society, please contact the parish office or SVP 
direct on 07935 776298.  
 

If you would like a visit from the priest and/or to regularly receive 
Holy Communion, please contact the parish office.  
Recently added to the sick list: Geela Bekail  

Recently deceased:  Joseph D’Cruz, Margaret Lyon-Mercado, Mary 
Dunleavy, Mary Flintoff  
  

Pray also, Nora Broderick, Fr Jeremy D’Cruz, Kathleen Beesley, Cecilia 
Woodhall, Aurora Fernandes, Bella D’Souza, David Notley, Bridget Davis, 
Terisa Stokes, John Duffy, Scaria Joseph, Eileen Reilly, Ann Kelleher, 
Matilda Stanislaus,Oswald Mccarthy, Sheila Wlodarczyk, Theresa 
Orakwue, Agnes D’Souza, Patricia Rebbitt, Bridget Mary Hoft, Terence 
“Terry” Malone, Winifred Roach, John Foley, Pat Ryan “Bob”, Gabriel Dias, 
Lil Cawley, Joan Chan, Delia Burke, Francis Roberts, Thomas Martin, 
Margaret Caden, James “Seamus” Browne, Daniel “Donal” Ryan, Joe 
Reilly, Aristides Cordoba, Kitty Tully, John Noble, Patrick Kilcoyne, Eileen 
Steinitz,Leon St Hill, Michael Anderson, Nanette Burke ,Joanna Roberts, 
Catherine Lissemore, Dina Frate, Trevor Dunkley, Patrick Savage, Eugenia 
Chellotti, George Niznik, Maidie Wilson and all whose anniversaries of 
death occur at this time. 
 

PARISH NOTICES 

We are now taking bookings for Masses on 27th/28st February If 
you can help with stewarding before Mass please contact Kay, Fr 
Graham or the parish office. Extra stewards are needed 
especially for Sunday 12noon Mass. 

Planned Giving Envelopes – We have had to recycle a lot of 
uncollected planned giving envelopes this year.  If you no longer 
require planned giving envelopes please contact the parish 
office with your name and, if possible, envelope number. Giving 
by standing order saves time, money and resources. See the 
‘donate’ tab on the parish website, contact the parish office for a 
standing order/Gift Aid form or pick one up at the back of the 
church. 
 

St John Fisher Catholic Primary School is recruiting for a Head 
Teacher. Details can be found on the school website  
 

Next livestreamed virtual coffee after Mass: 11am Friday, 26th 
Feb - E-mail Fr Graham for the zoom link.  
 

Harrow Foodbank – Our next collection is on the 6th/7th March 
 

Novena to St Joseph – Given that we are in the Year of St Joseph 
we will be taking part in this novena from 10th – 18th March  
 

Arrangements for Mass under the guidance  

You must book in advance to attend the Sunday Masses 
(currently Sat 6pm or Sun 8.30am, 10.30am or 12noon) 
stating group size. To book: 
 telephone the parish office between 9.30am and 12 noon 

on Monday to Thursday 
 e-mail the parish office before 12noon on Thursday 

(harrownorth@rcdow.org.uk) 
 give your name to the parish office by Thursday 
 

When you come to Mass please: 
 arrive at least 10 minutes before the start of Mass 
 wear a face covering throughout the service 
 provide your contact details to support ‘Test & Trace’ or 

use the QR code with the NHS Test & Trace App 
 use the hand sanitiser on entry, exit, before and after Holy 

Communion 
 observe the ‘one-way system’ in the church 
 receive Holy Communion on the hand 
 remain in your place until you are invited to leave 

Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed and the obligation 
to attend remains suspended. 

LENT 2021 Repent and believe in the Gospel  

On Monday evenings at 7pm we will be screening via zoom 
the ‘No Greater Love’ scripture study series will help us open 
up the readings of Holy Week. The video presentation lasts 
approx. half an hour; there will be passages of scripture to 
read for the following week and questions to reflect on. To 
register please e-mail Fr Graham for the ‘zoom’ link which will 
cover all the sessions. 
 

Stations of the Cross take place after Friday morning mass. 
We welcome parishioners to lead the Stations of the Cross; 
please contact the parish office if you would like to lead them. 
Stations of the Cross will be livestreamed only on Facebook  
Live every Friday evening at 7pm. There will no Friday 
evening Mass this Lent and the church will be closed 
 

Fr Axcel leads a livestreamed only Rosary on Facebook Live 
at 12 noon on the Saturday mornings of Lent 
 

Later in Lent there will be extra confession times with visiting 
confessors. There will not be a Reconciliation Service this year 
 

Lenten Alms – This year we will be supporting:  
 The Cardinal’s Lenten Appeal. Your donations help fund 

initiatives in parishes, schools and charities in three 
mission areas. Marriage and Family Life: enriching and 
supporting marriages, the essential building block of 
society and the Church. Youth and Evangelisation: helping 
young people grow in their relationship with God and 
deepen their Catholic faith. Caritas Westminster: putting 
our faith into action by serving those in need. Education 
Service: supporting our schools. This year, the Cardinal is 
asking us to think about families who are struggling to put 
food on the table. Poverty is deepening across our 
Diocese and the need for foodbanks and supermarket 
vouchers has grown.  

 Mary’s Meals – Mary’s Meals have reached 3,000 
children and vulnerable adults in Tigray, Ethiopia with 
life-saving food parcels. But they need help to reach 
more starving people. Due to fighting in the region, 
families are still at risk of imminent starvation. Their local 
partner, the Daughters of Charity, are delivering relief 
and emergency aid to internally displaced people. For 
more details watch https://youtu.be/Vk03Mi4m32M   

The collections on Ash Wednesday and Holy Thursday will 
also support our Lenten Alms. 
 

Churches Together in North Harrow will be hosting a series 
of Lenten talks on the theme of chaplaincy on Tuesdays at 
8pm on ‘zoom’. The first talk will be on 23rd February and 
given by Rev. John Mackerness, URC chaplain at Heathrow 
Airport. To join click on the zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84361308549?pwd=cFgvZnhwQ
m05eDViVUFnM2M5dFk2UT09  


