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24th January 2021 – 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS
Sunday 10.30am Masses livestreamed on
‘St John Fisher North Harrow’ YouTube channel
Next Friday 10am livestreamed on Facebook:

29th

Jan

rd

23 Sat Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday
10.00am Father Robert Plourde (Healthy Retirement)
6.00pm

Vigil of Sunday
Mohandas Edupuganti RIP

24th Sun
8.30am
10.30am
12noon

3rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Johana Hannigan RIP
People of The Parish
Rasiah Albert RIP

25th Mon CONVERSION OF ST PAUL, APOSTLE
10.00am Elsa Dias RIP
26th Tue Ss Timothy and Titus, Bishops
10.00am Kathleen Meegan RIP
27h Wed St Angela Merici, Virgin
10.00am John Payne RIP
28th Thu St Thomas Aquinas, Priest & Doctor
7.00pm
Mr Burditt RIP
29th Fri
10.00am

Feria
Rajini Reginold RIP

30th Sat
10.00am

Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday
Peter Guilan RIP

6.00pm

Vigil of Sunday
Judith Christie 11th Anniversary

31st Sun 4th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
8.30am
John O’Keeffe & Evelyn Rafter RIPs
10.30am John Anthony ‘Tony’ Cooke
12noon People of the Parish
---------------------------------------------------------------Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10am-10.30am & 5.15pm-5.45pm
and by appointment
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Monday 9am–9.45am; Saturday after Mass–11.30am
First Friday (with Benediction): after Mass – 11.30am
Funerals & Baptisms – by appointment
Sacrament of the Sick – by request;
in Northwick Park Hospital contact RC chaplain

THE GOSPEL OF MARK
This Sunday we celebrate the
recently instituted ‘Sunday of the
Word of God.’ In this church’s
year, from the start of Advent,
we have been listening to the
Gospel of Mark. I thought it
would be helpful to give a little
background on that Gospel.
Mark’s is considered the first of the written Gospels, dated
sometime between 60 and 70 AD. It establishes the life of
Jesus in the form of a story. Matthew and Luke are thought
to have used Mark as a source and it’s probable that John
knew something of Mark too.
For Mark, Jesus is mysterious; at times Mark intentionally
keeps people from understanding who he really is, the
‘Messianic secret’. Jesus silences the demons who would
announce his true identity. When Jesus performs a miracle
He tells people not to say anything to anyone about what
He has done. He teaches the disciples privately so that
others won’t hear and understand the message. Mark
focuses on the suffering and persecution of the Messiah as
well as the discIples’ failure to understand His message.
Whilst it’s clear to us that Jesus is the Messiah the disciples
struggle with comprehending the key message!
Mark uses a literary ‘sandwich’ IN presenting the Gospel;
he puts one story inside two halves of another to interpret
it in a particular way, to emphasise it or to make a contrast.
For example Peter’s denial of Jesus is sandwiched between
accounts of Jesus before the High Priest thus highlighting
the contrast between Jesus’ steadfastness and Peter’s
failure. Mark also uses triple repetition to emphasise
particular events such Peter’s threefold denial of Jesus.
More useful information and an illustrated outline of Mark’s
Gospel can be found at www.godwhospeaks.uk under ‘Bible
Basics’ – ‘About the Bible’ – ‘St Marks’ Gospel’
Every blessing for the week ahead, Fr Graham
Reflect on next Sunday’s Readings with the help of
www.wednesdayword.org
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Deuteronomy 18:15-20, Psalm 94,
1 Corinthians 7:32-35, Mark 1:21-28

REGULAR NOTICES
If you or a sick relative could benefit from a visit from the parish
St Vincent de Paul Society, please contact the parish office or SVP
direct on 07935 776298.
If you would like a visit from the priest and/or to regularly receive
Holy Communion, please contact the parish office.
Recently added to the sick list: Laurentine Jean - Jacques
Recently deceased: Peter Guilain, Jim Pewter, Brian Duffy, Mary
Hennessy, Evelyn Rafter, Jozefin Peter, Gerald Fitzmaurice,
Patrick Geewan,
Pray also : Ron Press, Ellen Deely, Nora Mackie, Ellen Breingan,
Larry Gibbons, Julia Moran, Flora Buhagiar, William Quinn, John
Twomey, Bridget (Delia) Walsh, William Enwright, Kitty
O’Connor, Annette Motley, Ariti Papson, Ida Buhagiar, Elsa Dias,
Edris Morris, Herbert Green, James Horkan, Denise Mitchell and
all whose anniversaries of death occur at this time.

PARISH NOTICES
We are now taking bookings for Masses on 30th and 31st
January. If you can help with stewarding before Mass and/or
cleaning after Mass, especially at 8.30am or 12noon on
Sunday, please contact Fr Graham or Kay.
Mass intentions – If you would like a Mass offered for a particular
intention or for someone, living or deceased, please contact the
parish office. You are reminded that the suggested mass offering
n the diocese is £10 which, with thanks, funds the diocesan
stipend of the priest who celebrates the Mass
Faithful Citizens - St John Fisher Citizens’ Group are holding
a series of ‘Zoom’ sessions from 7.30pm– 8.30pm on Thursday
evenings to learn about the Fratelli Tutti encyclical, build
relationships within the parish, identify local concerns and
encourage leadership. You can come to one, a few or all of the
remaining sessions:
 28th January - The Generation Gap - We reflect on our
cross-age group experience with a view to encouraging
greater youth participation and leadership.
 4th February - Welcoming the Stranger - Learning to value
the cultural differences of others will help strengthen our
parish community.
 11th February - Time to Act - In the light of Fratelli Tutti
and Catholic Social Teaching we consider how we as a
parish might be more involved in local community action.
To register please visit:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/faithful-citizens-our-faith-inaction-series-of-online-encounters-tickets-135960588781
Harrow Foodbank – Our next collection will be on the 6th/7th
February; the Foodbank would like: women's deodorant;
shampoo; shaving foam; small washing powder (1kg approx);
tinned carrots; tinned potatoes; tinned lamb meals (Irish stew);
adult toothbrushes (singles); nappies size 6. No baby food, cereal
or pasta.
Next Friday livestreamed Mass and virtual coffee: 11am this
Friday, 29th January. E-mail Fr Graham for the zoom link.
Racial Justice Sunday – 31st Jan; more details at
www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/racial-justice-sunday-2021/

Harrow Street Pastors – A representative came to talk to us
about the street pastors’ work in Harrow Town Centre. A
parishioner is involved with this project and we would be happy
to support anyone who was interested in this ministry. For more
details please watch this video: https://youtu.be/SIYQC0rrVXw
First Holy Communion – Kay has contacted those families who
have registered for our First Holy Communion Programme. If you
have registered and not heard from Kay please check your ‘junk
mail’ folder and then contact the Parish Office.
Arrangements for Mass under the guidance
You must book in advance to attend the Sunday Masses
(currently Sat 6pm or Sun 8.30am, 10.30am or 12noon)
stating group size. To book:
 telephone the parish office between 9.30am and 12
noon on Monday to Thursday
 e-mail the parish office before 12noon on Thursday
(harrownorth@rcdow.org.uk)
 give your name to the parish office by Thursday
When you come to Mass please:
 arrive at least 10 minutes before the start of Mass
 wear a face covering throughout the service
 provide your contact details to support ‘Test & Trace’ or
use the QR code with the NHS Test & Trace App
 use the hand sanitiser on entry, exit, before and after
Holy Communion
 observe the ‘one-way system’ in the church
 receive Holy Communion on the hand
 remain in your place until you are invited to leave
Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed and the obligation
to attend remains suspended.

DEANERY & DIOCESAN NOTICES
Catholic Universe and Catholic Times – these can be delivered
direct to your home every week, post free. Please go to
www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call them on 0161 820 5722
and they will arrange for you. Special offer 3 months:-£25.00; 12
Months: £99.00 or digital copy: 12 Months: £55.00
Journeying with the Bible - the next talk presented by Fr Javier
Ruis-Ortiz and Sr Monica Cardona looking at the writings of St
Paul will be on 9th February, from 7pm - 8.30pm. Register by
contacting catadmin@rcdow.org.uk
Let us Dream - On 30th January from 11am to 12.30pm, Dr
Austen Ivereigh will speak about his book ‘Let us Dream’, coauthored with Pope Francis, which presents the Pope’s vision for
the
post-pandemic
future.
Find
out
more
at
www.rcdow.org.uk/faith/news/let-us-dream/
Receiving Covid-19 vaccine in good conscience – Some faith
commentators have suggested that it is immoral to receive the
Covid-19 vaccine as the development stage of one of the vaccines
used material from of an aborted foetus. The Holy See have
issued a statement that makes it clear that Catholic moral
teaching allows us to receive in good conscience any of the
vaccines, there being a sufficient moral distance between the
administration of the vaccine and the original wrongful action as
well as a grave reason to receive the vaccine. More details at:
https://rcdow.org.uk/news/bishops-conference-statement-oncovid-19-vaccines/
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