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3rd January 2020 – 2nd SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY
MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS

CHRISTMAS ISN’T OVER

Sunday 10.30am Masses livestreamed on
‘St John Fisher North Harrow’ YouTube channel

About now people move on to the next thing. Usually after
Christmas Day the Christmas carols stop playing the trees
are in the driveway to be taken to the tip, and if ‘lucky’, they
might remain until the 6th of January. We move on, but
2020, sisters and brothers has forced us not to move on,
but to actually live the moment, to cherish those we love
and the moments we can spend with them. Now that we
enter 2021, it is important to really reflect on the moment.
So we may need to ask ourselves, what does Christmas
mean for us? Is it just another moment or does it mean
something more in my life?

2nd Sat
10.00am

Ss Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen
Hellen
Vigil of Sunday

6.00pm People of the Parish
3rd Sun
8.30am
10.30am
12noon

2nd SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY
Ann Carey (sick)
Michael Arulanantham RIP

4th Mon
10.00am

Christmas feria
Bill Nevin RIP

5th Tue
10.00am

Christmas feria
Alexandra Emmanuel RIP

6th Wed
10.00am
7.00pm

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Rosemalar Sganislaus Anniv
Davey Moriarty RIP

7th Thu
10.30am
7.00pm

Christmas feria
Funeral Mass of Irene Mascarine RIP
Sean & Mary Forde

8th Fri
10.00am

Christmas feria
John & Sue O’Leary (sick)

Daniel Bowles & Daniel Brendan Bowles RIP

9th Sat Christmas feria
10.00am Seamus Ruddy RIP
6.00pm

Vigil of Sunday
Bill Neven

10th Sun THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
8.30am
People of the Parish
10.30am Seamus Ruddy RIP
12noon Matilda Anton RIP
---------------------------------------------------------------Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10am-10.30am & 5.15pm-5.45pm
and by appointment
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Monday 9am–9.45am; Saturday after Mass–12noon
First Friday (with Benediction): after Mass – 12noon
Funerals & Baptisms – by appointment
Sacrament of the Sick – by request;
in Northwick Park Hospital contact RC chaplain

Christmas isn’t about these things I mentioned in the
beginning, but they are things that help us live the season,
or the moment. To unpack this let us see this example; if
you are fan of a football club you can watch the season of
football with your friends without them even knowing who
you support, or you can have them know who you support
if you represent your team by wearing their jersey or scarf.
Although this may be an analogy, albeit poor, it’s
nonetheless a simple explanation on why we maintain a
crib, a tree, the lights in the season of Christmas which ends
with the Presentation of the Lord, or Candlemas (2nd
February). This being said, these things that represent what
we are celebrating must go deeper for us, if we chose to
have them? In this Sunday’s reading we hear about the
wisdom that God created, a wisdom that uses earthly things
like a tent, and makes a home with us. God uses these
things in his Word because, his Word has power to create,
and this Word, if we receive it like we did in Christmas
Day, has the power to create in us a temple where God’s
Spirit can dwell in. The second reading affirms this when St
Paul says God chose us and has made us “for his own kind
purposes, to make us praise the glory of his grace, his free
gift to us in the Beloved.” And finally, the Gospel invites us
to keep Christmas, that moment alive in us, because God
the Incarnate Son had decided to dwell with us. He wants
to dwell in our home, and these external signs help us to
believe in this deep reality that God has come, and wants
to moreover come into our lives this Christmas season

Fr Axcel
Reflect on next Sunday’s Readings with the help of
www.wednesdayword.org
The Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7, Acts10:34-38, Mark 1:7-11

REGULAR NOTICES
If you or a sick relative could benefit from a visit from the parish
St Vincent de Paul Society, please contact the parish office or SVP
direct on 07935 776298.
If you would like a visit from the priest and/or to regularly receive
Holy Communion, please contact the parish office.
Recently deceased: Fr Jim Duffy; Johanna Hannigan; Janina
Russo; Peter Johnson
Pray also : Annie Mahon, Charles “Charlie” Pollock, Wyn Bowker,
Julia Brown, Pat Bolwell, Frances Greenfield, Patricia Quinn,
Matthew Jackson. Anton Ratnarajah, Tom Forde, Thomas
Buckley, Mary Hills, Joan O’Keeff, John Clayton Morris, Clare
Hynes, Danny Duffy, Tony Jordan, Ranee Emmanuel, Susan
Margaret Hill, Daniel Bowles and all whose anniversaries of death
occur at this time.

PARISH NOTICES
th

th

We are now taking bookings for Masses on 9 & 10 January.
If you can help with stewarding before Mass and/or cleaning
after Mass please contact Fr Graham or Kay.
Congratulations to Ciara and Ben Evans, Aaron and Meera
Pathmathash who have completed their first year of serving and
were enrolled into the Guild of St Stephen and to Amy
Bastiampillai who received her silver medal for 10 years’ service
on 26th December, the Feast of St Stephen.
th

The Feast of the Epiphany is once again celebrated on 6 January
unless that days falls on a Saturday or Monday; this year it is a
Wednesday. However with the Sunday Mass obligation
suspended during the pandemic so is the obligation to attend
Mass on holy days of obligation. There will still be parish Masses
at 10am and 7pm (live-streamed). There is a custom of blessing
homes on this Feast; copies of the blessing and blessed chalk will
be available after all Masses on 6th January and the following
weekend.
Westminster Year Books are available from the sacristy at £4.50
Arrangements for Mass under the guidance
You must book in advance to attend the Sunday Masses (Sat
6pm or Sun 8.30am, 10.30am or 12noon) stating group size.
To book:
 telephone the parish office between 9.30am and 12
noon on Monday to Thursday
 e-mail the parish office before 12noon on Thursday
(harrownorth@rcdow.org.uk)
 give your name to the parish office by Thursday
When you come to Mass please:
 wear a face covering throughout the service
 provide your contact details to support ‘Test & Trace’ or
use the QR code with the NHS Test & Trace App
 use the hand sanitiser on entry, exit, before and after
Holy Communion
 observe the ‘one-way system’ in the church
 receive Holy Communion on the hand
 remain in your place until you are invited to leave
Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed and the obligation
to attend remains suspended by the bishops.

St John Fisher Citizens’ group announce four Thursday evening
sessions on Zoom, starting on 21st January to learn more about
the Fratelli Tutti encyclical, build relationships within the parish,
identify local concerns and encourage leadership. You can come
to one, a few or all of the sessions with registration later this
month. More details on Citizens in the special supplement to this
newsletter..
Please remember in your prayers Irene Mascarine who has
died. Her Requiem Mass will be at 10.30am on Thursday 7th
January in St John Fisher Church followed by committal at
Northwood Cemetery. Government regulations limit to 30
the number of people able to attend a Funeral Mass.
Christmas gifts – Fr Graham and Fr Axcel thank you for your
Christmas offerings as well as your cards, gifts and presents –
which are really appreciated and seasonal signs of your prayers,
support, warmth and generosity.
Christmas crib offerings – these support the work of the Catholic
Children’s Society (Westminster) to provide vital support for
disadvantaged children and families. Thank you.
Harrow Foodbank – Thank you to everyone who supported our
initial monthly collection that raised over 169kg of food for
Harrow Foodbank. The warehouse is closed until mid-January so
there will be no January collection. The next collection will be on
6th/7th February; we will let you know what is required.
Poor Box – Thanks to your generosity over the last few years we
have been able to support our local needs and SVP as well as send
donations of £330 to a number of local and Catholic good causes
including Harrow Foodbank, The Passage, Aid to the Church in
Need, Friends of the Holy Land, Good Counsel Network, Little
Sisters of the Poor, Cardinal Hume Centre, Prisons Advice and
Care Trust, Providence Row, Catholic Children’s' Society, and
Mary's Meals

DEANERY & DIOCESAN NOTICES
Receiving Covid-19 vaccine in good conscience – Some
commentators have suggested that it is immoral to receive the
Covid-19 vaccine as the development stage of one of the vaccines
used material from of an aborted foetus. The Holy See have
issued a statement that makes it clear that Catholic moral
teaching allows us to receive in good conscience any of the
vaccines, there being a sufficient moral distance between the
present administration of the vaccine and the original wrongful
action.
More
details
can
be
found
at:
https://rcdow.org.uk/news/bishops-conference-statement-oncovid-19-vaccines/
Want to read and understand the Bible in a Year? Ascension’s
‘Bible in a Year’ podcast follows a reading plan inspired by the
Great Adventure Bible Timeline, a ground-breaking approach to
understanding salvation history developed by Catholic Bible
teacher Jeff Cavins and run in the parish and online recently.
Ascension’s ‘Bible in a Year’ Podcast, hosted by Fr. Mike Schmitz,
guides Catholics through the Bible in 365 daily episodes starting
January 1st, 2021.More details at www.ascensionpress.com/
The Art of Dying Well. The Art of Dying Well website
www.artofdyingwell.org offers a helping hand to those grappling
with issues around death and dying. Based in the Catholic
tradition but open to all, it features real-life stories about dealing
with the journey through death to eternal life.

This parish is part of the Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust, Registered Charity Number 233699

Focus on: Harrow Citizens and St John Fisher: January 2021
Citizens UK organises communities to act together for power, social justice and the common good. It
encourages the development of the leadership capacity of members so they can hold politicians and other
decision-makers to account on the issues that matter to them.

Catholic social teaching believes in the principles of human dignity and
common good in society. Community organising is Catholic Social Teaching in
action.

St John Fisher Church joined the newly formed Harrow Citizens in 2017. Current member organisations
include Anglican & Roman Catholic Churches, Mosques and Synagogues.

Four Thursday evening sessions will run on Zoom, starting on 21st January at 7:30pm to learn more about the
Fratelli Tutti encyclical, build relationships within the parish, identify local concerns and encourage leadership.
You can come to one, a few or all of the sessions with registration open in January.

Progress so far:
Action teams work on areas of local concern and have:
 Housed, welcomed and supported 3 Syrian refugee families through the UK government
resettlement programme.
 developed directories of local NHS & voluntary mental health services
 Distributed an information leaflet on disrepair for tenants in private housing
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Next steps for current action teams?




The mental health action team are lobbying for a ‘one stop shop’ service for the homeless
The refugee team are continuing to support resettled families and plan to sponsor more.
Harrow Council have agreed in principle to bid for Government funding to set up a modular supported
housing unit giving 8-10 single homeless people individual studio apartments. The Salvation Army will
run the service and Harrow Citizens role is to help find a site, give local support& provide volunteers to
help residents integrate into the community.

Ilford Salvation Army built the prototype, called Malachi Place, on a larger scale than planned in Harrow: See
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JAH1brzSxIw

Could you contribute expertise for the planning and building stage of the ‘Malachi Project’ in Harrow? A
list of people to call on if needed is being created.
Once Harrow’s homeless housing opens would you like to volunteer to befriend and support residents?
Professionals will be on hand but friends will be essential.
New action teams may begin work soon.
Would you like to join an existing action team or a new climate action group? You don’t need to be an
expert (but experts are always welcome); just share a desire to make a difference.

If the answer is ‘yes’ to any of the questions above please email or phone the Parish Office with a contact
telephone number and tell us where your interest lies. A parishioner will be in touch.
To find out more about issues of concern to parishioners an anonymous survey has been created. Please
submit your comments: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RP777VP
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