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13th December 2020 – 3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS
Sunday 10.30am Masses livestreamed on
‘St John Fisher North Harrow’ YouTube channel

12th Sat
10.00am

6.00pm
13th Sun
8.30am
10.30am
12noon
4.00pm

Our Lady of Guadalupe
with Baptism of Noah Ojei
Gilda Ferri RIP
Vigil of Sunday
People of the Parish
3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Evans Family (intentions)
Josephine Gabriel RIP
Nigel Appleyard RIP
Parish Advent Service

14th Mon St John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor,
10.00am
Janet Texeira
15th Tue
10.00am

Advent Feria
Jasintha Evans RIP (3rd Anniversary)

16th Wed Advent Feria
10.00am Angela McDaid
th

17 Thu
7.00pm

Advent Feira
Muriel Digby (health)

18th Fri
10.00am
7.00pm

Advent Feria
Britto Emmanuel RIP
Paddy McGuiness RIP

19th Sat
10.00am

Advent Feria
Tony Cowley RIP

6.00pm

Vigil of Sunday
Peter Flanagan RIP

20th Sun 4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8.30am
Alf & Kay Matsumara RIP
10.30am People of the Parish
12noon John & Nora Riordan Anniv
---------------------------------------------------------------Confessions – after 10am and 7pm weekday
Masses this week
Saturday 10.30–11am; 5.15-5.45pm
Funerals & Baptisms – by appointment
Sacrament of the Sick – by request;
in Northwick Park Hospital contact RC chaplain

Private Prayer
Monday: (with Eucharistic Adoration) 9am – 9.45am
Saturday (with Eucharistic Adoration) after Mass–12noon
First Friday (with Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction)
after Mass – 12noon

‘GAUDETE’ – REJOICE!
Today is the 3rd Sunday of Advent; many of us may recognize this
Sunday because it is one of the only times of the year (besides one
Sunday in Lent) that the priest’s vestments are a different colour
from the standard, red, white, green, and purple.
Colours always signify some kind of mood, for example the
colours you use to paint a room signify the kind of atmosphere
you want it to have; different shades create different types of
impressions on the person. Today is no different, because the
colour we are using is the colour rose. This colour conveys a
happier, relaxing mood from that of the colour purple. Why is
this you may ask? Because this Sunday is traditionally called
Gaudete Sunday, or a Sunday to rejoice, to be happy, because the
Lord Jesus is near and he comes to save us. This day he invites us
to set our anxieties aside and rejoice in his coming in the flesh
(Philippians 4:4-6, Psalm 85: 1) this is wonderful news! This year
we have heard bad news, day after day. God reminds us today to
wait in his saving action through his Son
Jesus Christ and also to support one
another with prayer.
Another reminder of that hope that God
doesn’t forget his people I was reflecting
on for this Sunday of Joy is how God still
sends his messengers to announce the
Good News of his Son Jesus Christ. The
first reading today from the prophet
Isaiah says: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me, for he has anointed me. He has sent
me to bring good news to the poor, to bind
up hearts that are broken” Sisters and brothers, I was anointed a
priest 2 months ago, not because of any merit of mine, but
because he is merciful and he knows his people’s needs. We are
priest and this ministry, this vocation, is a sign of God’s mercy in
the world.
I hope through my ministry to you, it will be fruitful and full of
God’s love for you all. This Sunday I will be giving first
blessings as a newly ordained priest. This year I can give
blessings that have a special grace attached to them because I am
a newly ordained priest. Receiving a blessing from God through a
priest confirms that he has been sent to you, to bring you the

Good news, to bring you God’s healing, and God’s peace.

Please pray for me.Fr Axcel
In the Year of The Word reflect on next Sunday’s
Readings with the help of www.wednesdayword.org
4th Sunday of Advent,
Samuel 7:1-5,8-12,14,16, Psalm 88,
Romans 16:25-27, Luke 1:26-38

REGULAR NOTICES
If you or a sick relative could benefit from a visit from the parish
St Vincent de Paul Society, please contact the parish office or SVP
direct on 07935 776298.
If you would like a visit from the priest and/or to regularly receive
Holy Communion, please contact the parish office.
Recently deceased: Susan Fitzmaurice
Recently added to the sick list: Maureen Verrier; Joan Curson,
Pray also for Beryle Everitt, Mary Rodrigues, Rita Loughlin,
James Monaghan, Michael Fitzgerald, John Renner, Patrick
Bowles, Winifred Scally, Luke Lambe, Theresa Tilbury, Barbara
Handler, Paddy Ryan, Yoshiyuki (Al) Matsumura, Anthony
Buhagiar, Edmund St Clare-Burke, Henryk Kosminski, Cynthia
Smith, Mario Perdoni, Josephine Stevenson, Deborah Armstrong,
Hilda Desouza, Kathleen McDonnell and all whose anniversaries
of death occur at this time.

PARISH NOTICES
We are now taking bookings for Masses on 19th & 20th
December and the masses on Christmas Eve & Christmas Day.
If you can help with stewarding and/or cleaning contact Fr
Graham or Kay.
Advent Confessions – The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be
available after the 10am and 7pm weekday Masses each day this
week; Confessions are heard in the church by the baptismal font.
Baptism – We welcome into the church Noah Ojei who is being
baptised this weekend.
Certificates of Catholic Practice (CCP) – Father Graham will be
signing CCP forms for primary schools by appointment only on
Saturday 12th December (2-4pm) and Monday 14th December (56.30pm). Please contact the Parish Office for an appointment.
Arrangements for Mass under the guidance
You must book in advance to attend the Sunday Masses (Sat
6pm or Sun 8.30am, 10.30am or 12noon) stating group size.
To book:
 telephone the parish office between 9.30am and 12
noon on Monday to Thursday
 e-mail the parish office before 12noon on Thursday
(harrownorth@rcdow.org.uk)
 give your name to the parish office by Thursday
When you come to Mass please:
 wear a face covering throughout the service
 provide your contact details to support ‘Test & Trace’ or
use the QR code with the NHS Test & Trace App
 use the hand sanitiser on entry, exit, before and after
Holy Communion
 observe the ‘one-way system’ in the church
 receive Holy Communion on the hand
 remain in your place until you are invited to leave
Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed and the obligation
to attend remains suspended by the bishops.
Stamps for St. Luke's Hospice cannot be collected at the moment
but please continue to collect used stamps to support their work.

Advent – Prepare the Way of the Lord
Joy of Hope – Advent Adult Faith Formation Course
continues online on Monday evenings 14th and 21st
December at 7.30pm. To join please contact Fr Graham, Fr
Axcel or harrownorth@rcdow.org.uk for the ‘zoom’ link. You
are welcome to come for as many sessions as you can make
Parish Advent Service of Readings, Reflections and Music will
be held this Sunday, 13th December, at 4pm. If you wish to
come in person please contact the parish office to book a
place. It will be live–streamed. on our ‘You Tube’ channel.
Christmas Posters are available at the back of the church.
Copies of the Advent ‘Walk With Me’ booklets (£1) together
with children’s calendars are still available in the porch
Lights of Light Christmas Tree - remember deceased family
and friends by having a tag with their names on attached to
the tree. The tags are in the basket in the church porch. Write
the name/names on the tag and put it into the marked box. In
the week before Christmas the tags will be attached to the
tree. Please complete your tags by Sunday 20th December.
Christmas offering - Envelopes are available in the church porch
for your Christmas offering towards the clergy. This is paid into
the parish bank account and supports the stipend that the
diocese pays our priests. Thank you for your generosity.

Christmas Masses
We will ensure that we can accommodate as many people as
possible at our Christmas Masses. However things will be different
this year to ensure that we remain Covid-secure:





booking is essential for all Christmas Masses and will start
this weekend
there will be no standing at the back of the church or in the
porch/narthex during Mass
parking will be restricted to allow for social distancing on
entering and leaving the church - please leave the spaces in
car park for elderly and disabled and walk if you can
wrap up well as the heating cannot be used, nor can the
toilet be made available

Christmas Eve, Thursday 24th December
 5.00 pm
 7.00 pm (additional Mass)
 11.00pm* (no Carols and Readings at 10.30pm)
Christmas Day, Friday 25th December
 8.30am
 10.30am*
 12.00noon
*11.00pm and 10.30am masses will be live-streamed
Financial support for of the parish - Thank you to those of you
who continue to support the parish financially especially through
regular giving. If you would like to support the parish this way
then the simplest way is with a bank transfer. For further details
visit our website and click on the ‘donate’ tab or pick up a form
at the back of the church. You can also give easily online now
through clicking on the red ‘Virgin Money giving’ icon on our
parish website.

This parish is part of the Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust, Registered Charity Number 233699

