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6th December 2020 – 2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS

A CHRISTMAS CRIB

Sunday 10.30am Masses livestreamed on
‘St John Fisher North Harrow’ YouTube channel

For the last couple of years I have enjoyed going to St John
Fisher Primary School one Friday morning for the blessing
of cribs. There are cribs in all shapes and sizes from
individual classes and from families of children at the school.
It always reminds me fondly of the homemade crib we used
to have when I was growing up.

other Masses streamed on St John Fisher North Harrow
Facebook site (until Tuesday 1st December)

5th Sat
10.00am

6.00pm
th

Advent Feira
with Baptism of Darragh James Joseph
Ann Lydon RIP
Vigil of Sunday
Mary & Tony Mills RIP

6 Sun
8.30am
10.30am
12noon

2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
John & Thelma Renner RIP
Luke Lambe RIP anniv
People of the Parish

7th Mon
10.00am

St Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor,
Mary Rodirigues RIP

8th Tue
10.00am

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF MARY

th

John Mcguare

9 Wed
10.00am

St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
Maurice Malone RIP

10th Thu
7.00pm

Advent Feira
Colin & Daphne Martin RIP

11th Fri
10.00am
7.00pm

St Damasus 1, Pope
Josephine Cuddy
Eileen Christie RIP

12th Sat
10.00am

Our Lady of Guadalupe
with Baptism of Noah Ojei
Gilda Ferri RIP

6.00pm

Vigil of Sunday
People of the Parish

13th Sun 3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8.30am
Evans family
10.30am Josephine Gabriel RIP
12noon Nigel Appleyard RIP
---------------------------------------------------------------Confessions – Saturday 10.30–11am; 5.15-5.45pm
Funerals & Baptisms – by appointment
Sacrament of the Sick – by request;
in Northwick Park Hospital contact RC chaplain
Opening times for private prayer
Monday: (with Eucharistic Adoration) 9am – 9.45am
Saturday (with Eucharistic Adoration) after Mass–12noon
First Friday (with Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction)
after Mass – 12noon

It is a shame to associate cribs
with just childhood. At this time of
year they are a reminder to us
both of what we are truly called to
celebrate, the birth of our Saviour,
and a sign for visitors to our
homes (perhaps not this year!)
that we hold Christ at the centre of our lives at this time of
year and always. In Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter last
December about the Christmas Crib, ‘Admirabile Signum'
(Enchanting Image), he encourages us in ‘the beautiful family
tradition of preparing the nativity scene in the days before
Christmas.’ He adds that ‘it teaches us to contemplate
Jesus, to experience God's love for us, to feel and believe
that God is with us and that we are with him, his children,
brothers and sisters all, thanks to that Child who is the Son
of God and the Son of the Virgin Mary.’
So I encourage you to put together a crib in your homes
and to ask God to bless it with these words
“God of all creation, in our need you
sent your Son Jesus, born of Mary,
to be our Saviour, who brings us peace and joy.
Lord, we ask you to bless this crib and all who gaze
upon it.
As we recall his humble birth may we always raise our
thoughts to him, our Emmanuel, God with us, who lives
and reigns forever.Amen”
Every blessing for the week ahead

Fr Graham
In the Year of The Word reflect on next Sunday’s
Readings with the help of www.wednesdayword.org
3rd Sunday of Advent,
Isaiah 61:1-2.10-11, 1Thessalonians 5:16-24,
John 1:6-8.19-28

REGULAR NOTICES
If you or a sick relative could benefit from a visit from the parish
St Vincent de Paul Society, please contact the parish office or SVP
direct on 07935 776298.
If you would like a visit from the priest and/or to regularly receive
Holy Communion, please contact the parish office.
Recently deceased: Tony Kelly, Bill Nevin, Dianne Marchant,
Eileen Christie, Haruna Bwanika
Recently added to the sick list: Maureen Verrier; Joan Curson,
Pray also for Michael Chenley, Dymphna O’Shea, Mary Ryan, Jack
Drury, Frank Carr, Christopher White, Ian Welham, Nell O’Leary,
Joaquim Simoes, Catherine Barker, Terry Rough, Betty Wiiliams,
Mary Mcbride,John Barnes, Barbara Buczek all whose
anniversaries of death occur at this time.

PARISH NOTICES
We are currently taking bookings for Masses on 12th & 13th
December and the Advent Service ONLY..
If you can help with stewarding and/or cleaning please contact Fr
Graham or Kay.
Baptism – We welcome into the church Darragh James Joseph
who is being baptised this weekend.
Harrow Foodbank – Donations can be brought to the box in the
church porch this weekend. The Foodbank require: tinned
vegetable pies, tinned meat pies, dried mashed potato, washing
up liquid, baby wipes, honey, men’s shower gel, small (100g) jars
of coffee, hot dogs (jars/tins). Please no rice or pasta.
Certificates of Catholic Practice (CCP) – Father Graham will be
signing CCP forms for primary schools by appointment only on
Saturday 12th December (2-4pm) and Monday 14th December (56.30pm). Please contact the Parish Office for an appointment.

Advent – Prepare the Way of the Lord
Joy of Hope – Advent Adult Faith Formation Course runs
online for 3 further Monday evenings 7th, 14th and 21st
December at 7.30pm. An inspiring and practical course of 20
minute films and discussions sessions will help us to face the
challenges of everyday life with renewed hope and joy. To join
please contact Fr Graham or harrownorth@rcdow.org.uk for
the ‘zoom’ link. You are welcome to come for as many
sessions as you can make but do join us especially if you have
never been to something like this in the parish before!
Parish Advent Service of Readings, Reflections and Music will
be held next Sunday, 13th December, at 4pm. If you wish to
come you will need to contact the parish office to book a
place. It will be live–streamed. Sadly you will have to provide
your own mulled wine and mince pies this year!
Confirmation candidates - There will be a short meeting for
the coming year’s Confirmation candidates at 6.30pm Friday
11th December in the church prior to the 7pm Mass during
which they will be inducted into the preparation programme.
Christmas Poster – These can now be collected from the back
of the church.
Limited copies of the Advent ‘Walk With Me’ reflection
booklets (£1) together with children’s calendars are still
available in the porch
CAFOD Christmas cards and Fairtrade gifts. CAFOD cards can be
ordered online, together with Advent Calendars, Fairtrade food
and gifts at www.traidcraftshop.co.uk
Lights of Light Christmas Tree - remember deceased family and
friends by having a tag with their names on attached to the tree.
The tags will be in the basket at the back of the church. Write the
name/names on the tag and put it into the marked box. In the
week before Christmas the tags will be attached to the tree. The
last day for completing tags will be Sunday 20th December.

Arrangements for Mass under the guidance from Thursday
You must book in advance to attend the Sunday Masses (Sat
6pm or Sun 8.30am, 10.30am or 12noon) stating group size.
To book:
 telephone the parish office between 9.30am and 12
noon on Monday to Thursday
 e-mail the parish office before 12noon on Thursday
(harrownorth@rcdow.org.uk)
 give your name to the parish office by Thursday
When you come to Mass please:
 wear a face covering throughout the service
 provide your contact details to support ‘Test & Trace’ or
use the QR code with the NHS Test & Trace App
 use the hand sanitiser on entry, exit, before and after
Holy Communion
 observe the ‘one-way system’ in the church
 receive Holy Communion on the hand
 remain in your place until you are invited to leave
Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed and the obligation
to attend remains suspended by the bishops.

Christmas Masses

We will ensure that we can accommodate as many people as
possible at our Christmas Masses. However things will be different
this year to ensure that we remain Covid-secure:





booking is essential for all Christmas Masses and will start
next weekend
there will be no standing at the back of the church or in the
porch/narthex during Mass
parking will be restricted to allow for social distancing on
entering and leaving the church - please leave the spaces in
car park for elderly and disabled and walk if you can
wrap up well as the heating cannot be used, nor can the
toilet be made available

Christmas Eve, Thursday 24th December
 5.00 pm
 7.00 pm (additional Mass)
 11.00pm* (no Carols and Readings at 10.30pm)
Christmas Day, Friday 25th December
 8.30am
 10.30am*
 12.00noon
*11.00pm and 10.30am masses will be live-streamed
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