
  
 12 

                             

  
 

 
THE ‘MIDDLE COMING’ 

 

Every year we celebrate the season of Advent. The Church 
invites us to live this time in anticipation and preparation for 
the second coming of Christ, and reflect in his first coming as 
a babe in a manger in the second half of the season.   

But there is a middle coming which we may not be aware of, 
which is the time when the Lord 
Jesus wants to appear in our 
present lives (Sermon of St. Bernard 
of Clairvaux). We might live life with 
no anticipation to meet the Lord 
because the worries of life may 
have distracted us; the Christmas 
shopping, the children are going to break soon from school, 
the family dinners and so on; they are all good things but 
anticipation can become something forgotten in our 
relationship with God. We may have no need to anticipate 
anything because we may already know what a relative will 
give us as a present or what someone will wear or do for 
Christmas. Although that has been the case every year maybe 
for us, we may see this season of Advent differently.  

The world has gone through an unexpectant pandemic. The 
middle coming of the Lord is more apparent this year. And 
more than ever we are called to look at the signs of the times 
and seek the Lord truly. 

The Church always comes with a word of hope when all is 
dark, and that message of hope is that Christ has come, is 
coming now, and will come again, and he is inviting us to stay 
awake and not be afraid. Fear is not of God, yes it may be true 
we may have known someone who has passed away or is sick, 
or we live with fear of getting sick, but our Faith invites us to 
first of all, pray for those who pass, and to hope with courage 
that the His kingdom will come soon to set us free from fear 
and death. Let us look towards the coming of the Lord always 
and in every situation of our lives. “O come, O come, Emmanuel 
and ransom captive Israel.” 

Fr Axcel 

  Parish Priest:   Fr. Graham Stokes, grahamstokes@rcdow.org.uk  
Assistant Priest: Fr. Axcel Soriano, axcelsoriano@rcdow.org.uk  
Parish Catechist:   Kay O’Connor, kayoconnor@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Administrator: Nuala Rodger, nualarodger@rcdow.org.uk (office hours Mon - Thu 9.30am-1pm) 
Parish Safeguarding Representative: Gerald O’Keefe harrownorthsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

 

 29nd November 2020 – 1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS 
 

Sunday 10.30am Masses livestreamed on  
‘St John Fisher North Harrow’ YouTube channel 

other Masses streamed on St John Fisher North Harrow 
Facebook site (until Tuesday 1st December) 

 

        28st Sat     Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday  
        10.00am     Mary Regina McBride RIP Anniv 

29th Sun    1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
        10.30am     Holy Souls, People of Parish,  
                          Anna Francisca Texeira RIP & 
               CarmelinaThomas RIP 
               Immaculate Conception Novena begins 
                                          

30th Mon    St ANDREW, Apostle, 
10.00am      Janet Texeira (sick)                
  

  1st Tue       Adent feira 
       10.00am      Terry Rough RIP    

2nd Wed     Advent feira                       
                   No public mass 

       3rd Thu      St Francis Xavier, Priest      
       7.00pm        Joan Etherden RIP  

       4th Fri         St John Damascene, Priest & Doctor     
       10.00am      Holy Souls  
        7.00pm       Andy Szydlowski (sick)      

        5th Sat       Advent feira    
       10.00am      with Baptism of Darragh James Joseph  
          Ann Lydon RIP  

                   Vigil of Sunday 
 6.00pm       Mary & Tony Mills RIP              

               

6th Sun      2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
8.30am       John & Thelma Renner RIP     
10.30am     (Bishop John Sherrington to celebrate) 
        Luke Lambe RIP anniv 

 12.00         People of the Parish     
 ---------------------------------------------------------------- 

      Confessions – by appointment 
Funerals & Baptisms – by appointment 

Sacrament of the Sick – by request;  
in Northwick Park Hospital contact RC chaplain  

St John Fisher Roman Catholic Church 
North Harrow 

 

80 Imperial Close, Harrow, HA2 7LW, 020 8868 7531 
harrownorth@rcdow.org.uk    

www.stjohnfisheronline.org.uk   www.rcdow.org.uk/harrownorth 
 

Opening times for private prayer this week only 

Monday, Tuesday, Friday & Saturday 

with Eucharistic Adoration  

10.30am – 12noon 

 

In the Year of The Word reflect on next Sunday’s 
Readings with the help of www.wednesdayword.org  

2nd Sunday of Advent, 
Isaiah 40:1-5.9-11, Psalm 84,  
Peter 2:3:8-14, Mark 1:1-8   



 

This parish is part of the Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust, Registered Charity Number 233699 
 

REGULAR NOTICES 

If you or a sick relative could benefit from a visit from the parish  
St Vincent de Paul Society, please contact the parish office or SVP 
direct on 07935 776298.  
 

If you would like a visit from the priest and/or to regularly receive 
Holy Communion, please contact the parish office.  
 

Recently deceased:  Martina Bhanji 
 

Recently added to the sick list: Anton Savundra, Maureen 
Verrier; Joan Curson,  
 

Pray also for Patrick Kiernan, Patricia Mangan, Carmel Wilmot, 
Anita Simoes, Ellen Papworth, Joseph O’Regan, Theresa Pereira, 
Aaron McDyre, Mike Deely, Catherine Sullivan, Catherine 
Mariasoosai all whose anniversaries of death occur at this time. 
 

PARISH NOTICES 

Following this week’s Government announcement we are 
delighted to announce that Mass with a congregation will 
recommence at 7pm on Thursday 3rd December. We are taking 
bookings for next weekend’s Masses (5th/6th December) ONLY. 
We continue to look for more help with stewarding and/or 
cleaning. Please contact Fr Graham or Kay.  

Harrow Foodbank – We are beginning a monthly collection for 
Harrow Foodbank on the 1st Sunday of the month. For December 
we are requesting that donations are brought to the parish next 
weekend 5th/6th December. The list of what is needed is: tinned 
vegetable pies, tinned meat pies, dried mashed potato, washing 
up liquid, baby wipes, honey, men’s shower gel, small (100g) jars 
of coffee, hot dogs (jars/tins). Please no rice or pasta. 
 

Certificates of Catholic Practice (CCP) – Father Graham will be 
signing CCP forms for primary schools by appointment only on 
Saturday 12th December between 2 and 4pm and Monday 15th 
December between 5 and 6.30 pm. Please contact the Parish 
Office to book an appointment. Blank certificates can be 
obtained from our primary school’s website. 

 

Advent – Prepare the Way of the Lord 
 

Joy of Hope – Advent Adult Faith Formation Course will run for 
4 consecutive Monday evenings starting Monday 30th 
November at 7.30pm. An inspiring and practical course filmed 
on the island of Patmos where St John had a life-changing 
revelation of our eternal destination, the Book of Revelation. 
Four 20 minute films and discussions sessions will help us to face 
the challenges of everyday life with renewed hope and joy. See 
www.faithcafe.org  for more details and a course trailer. To join 
please contact Fr Graham or harrownorth@rcdow.org.uk for the 
‘zoom’ link. You are welcome to come for as many sessions as 
you can make but do join us especially if you have never been to 
something like this in the parish before! 

Parish Advent Service of Readings, Reflections and Music will be 
held at 4pm on Sunday 13th December. We cannot have a 
service of readings and carols before Mass of Christmas Night so 
this is something new this year.If you wish to come you will need 
to contact the parish office to book a place. It will be live–
streamed.  Sadly you’ll have to provide your own mulled wine and 
mince pies this year! 

During Advent there will be a 7pm Friday evening Mass and a 
regular Wednesday 10am Mass will start from 9th December 
 

Limited copies of the Advent ‘Walk With Me’ reflection booklets 
(£1) together with children’s calendars are available in the porch 
 

Churches Together in North Harrow Advent Carol Service will be 
broadcast from St Alban’s Church from 6 pm this Sunday, 29th 
November on their parish YouTube channel, 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3EYC5XBnnRsTTL-
GBuIaQ 
 
 

St John Fisher School - Assistant Caretaker required for 
December 2020 for 25 hrs per week. For more details please visit 
the school’s website. 

 

DEANERY & DIOCESAN NOTICES 
 

IICSA Report (Safeguarding) – The Bishops’ Conference of 
England and Wales met last week and issued a further statement 
following the publication of the report by the Independent 
Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse. Cardinal Vincent Nichols, has also 
made a personal statement on the findings in the report: 
www.rcdow.org.uk/news/bishops-statement-on-safeguarding/ 
www.rcdow.org.uk/cardinal/news/cardinals-personal-statement-
on-safeguarding/  
 
 

Arrangements for Mass under the guidance from Thursday 

You must book in advance to attend the Sunday Masses (Sat 
6pm or Sun 8.30am, 10.30am or 12noon) stating group size. 
To book: 
 telephone the parish office between 9.30am and 12 

noon on Monday to Thursday 
 e-mail the parish office before 12noon on Thursday 

(harrownorth@rcdow.org.uk) 
 give your name to the parish office by Thursday 
 

When you come to Mass please: 
 wear a face covering throughout the service 
 provide your contact details to support ‘Test & Trace’ or 

use the QR code with the NHS Test & Trace App 
 use the hand sanitiser on entry, exit, before and after 

Holy Communion 
 observe the ‘one-way system’ in the church 
 receive Holy Communion on the hand 
 remain in your place until you are invited to leave 

Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed and the obligation 
to attend remains suspended by the bishops. 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 

(booking will be essential for all these Masses but not yet) 

Christmas Eve, Thursday 24th December 
 5.00 pm 
 7.00 pm   (additional Mass) 
 11.00pm  (no Carols and Readings at 10.30pm) 

Christmas Day, Friday 25th December  
 8.30am 
 10.30am  
 12.00noon  


