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BACK TO SCHOOL;  

TIME TO COME BACK TO MASS? 
 

 
 
You may have seen some buses with this sign in their front 
windscreen this week. Why? Government guidance allows 
for the relaxation of social distancing requirements on 
dedicated school services. So although things are a bit more 
normal with our schools open again we are constantly 
reminded of the need for caution to avoid an increase in 
covid-19 infections.  
 

Despite concerns that many of us share there are also many 
reasons why our children need to go to school. As we 
prepare to celebrate First Holy Communion Masses 
starting next Saturday we are reminded too that we should 
ask ourselves the question, ‘Is it time for me to come back 
to Mass?’ We have sensible precautions in place which we 
constantly review; from Monday we will be asking for names 
and contacts for those attending weekday Masses to 
support ‘Track & Trace.’ Whilst we have been fortunate to 
enjoy streaming of masses during the pandemic and 
continue to do so, Mass is not for spectators!  It is an 
encounter through which God gives Himself to us.  We 
hear Him, we witness Him and He comes materially to us 
in Holy Communion. So how about it?  
 

For details of how to attend Mass under the current 
guidance, including how to book for the Saturday Vigil and 
Sunday Masses, please read on in the newsletter. And if you 
are vulnerable or shielding then remember the obligation to 
attend Sunday Mass remains lifted. 
 

Every blessing, Fr Graham 
 

  Parish Priest:   Fr. Graham Stokes, grahamstokes@rcdow.org.uk  
Parish Catechist:   Kay O’Connor, kayoconnor@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Administrator: Nuala Rodger, nualarodger@rcdow.org.uk (office hours Mon - Thu 9.30am-1pm) 
Parish Safeguarding Representative: Gerald O’Keefe harrownorthsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

 

 6th September 2020 - 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS 
Week beginning Saturday 5th September  

 Sunday Mass is livestreamed on  
St John Fisher North Harrow’ YouTube channel 

(places at Saturday evening/Sunday masses marked with an 
asterisk should be booked in advance) 

 
        5th Sat      Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday  
 10.00am     Kathy Moore RIP 

                  Vigil of Sunday 
 6.00pm*    John Cunningham RIP 
         

6th Sun     23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                     
8.30am*     John Cunningham RIP 

 10.30am*     Carl Jorgensen RIP & People of the Parish                    

         7th Mon    Feria 
        10.00am     John Cunningham RIP 

  8th Tue     NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
       10.00am     Patrick Cunningham RIP          

       9th Wed    Feira 
                  no public Mass 

       10th Thu   Feira  
 7.00pm      Eileen Cary RIP anniv 

       11th  Fri     Feira   
       10.00am      Marie Munt RIP anniv  

       12th  Sat    The Most Holy Name of Mary   
  10.00am     Lilly Carroll RIP 
   First Holy Communion mass 

           Vigil of Sunday 
   6.00pm*    Pauline Angold RIP anniv  

        13th Sun   24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
   8.30am*  Celine Marie Arulanantham   RIP ANNIV 
         10.30am*   Deirdre Ratnayake RIP & People of the Parish 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
      Confessions – Saturday 10.30am – 11am; 5.15-5.45pm 

Funerals & Baptisms – by appointment 
Sacrament of the Sick – by request;  

in Northwick Park Hospital contact RC chaplain  
  

St John Fisher Roman Catholic Church 
North Harrow 

 

80 Imperial Close, Harrow, HA2 7LW, 020 8868 7531 
harrownorth@rcdow.org.uk    

www.stjohnfisheronline.org.uk   www.rcdow.org.uk/harrownorth 
 

Opening times for private prayer 

Monday: (with Eucharistic Adoration)   9am – 9.45am 
Saturday (with Eucharistic Adoration)  after Mass–12noon 
First Friday of the month with Eucharistic Adoration and 
Benediction)     after Mass – 12noon
    

 

In the Year of The Word reflect on next Sunday’s 
Readings with the help of www.wednesdayword.org  

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Ecclesiasticus 27:30-28:7, Psalm 102, 
Romans 14:7-9, Matthew 18:21-35 



 

This parish is part of the Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust, Registered Charity Number 233699 
 

REGULAR NOTICES 
 

If you or a sick relative could benefit from a visit from the parish 
St Vincent de Paul Society, please contact the parish office or SVP 
direct on 07935 776298.  
 

If you would like a visit from the priest and/or to regularly receive 
Holy Communion, please contact the parish office.  
 

Recently deceased: Father Danny Horan, Michael Sullivan  
 

Pray also for, Marie Lisicki, David Freear, Romanus Nwokoro, 
David Miller, Declan Hurley, Celeine Marie Arulanantham, Brian 
Louch, Clara Mars-Harris, Mary Glenc, Josehine & Reginald 
Benjamin, Desmond Machale, Parick Ward, Joan Salisbury, Bridie 
Lagrue, Pearl Bryant, Eileen Carey, Patrick Cunningham  
Denis Mchugh and all whose anniversaries of death occur at this 
time. 
 

PARISH NOTICES 

Congratulation and prayerful good wishes to Netra Mahintharaj 
who is baptised this weekend into our parish community and to 
Linda and David Goulding, now living in Dorset, who celebrate 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary this weekend. 

First Holy Communion Masses will be celebrated in smaller 
groups on five consecutive Saturday mornings at the 10am Mass 
beginning on Saturday 12th September and concluding on 10th 
October. There will be no Saturday morning Eucharistic 
Adoration or Confessions on these days. 

The Celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation will take place 
in the parish in the Autumn once the Cardinal has delegated the 
necessary authority to Parish Priests. 

Preparation for Sacraments of Confirmation and First Holy 
Communion in 2021 – details will be available later this month on 
the preparation programmes for these important Sacraments of 
Initiation into the Church.  

Our Lady of Walsingham – The National Feast of Our Lady is on 
Thursday 24th September. There is no pilgrimage to Walsingham 
this year but we will pray a novena prayer seeking the 
intercession of Our Lady of Walsingham at all masses from 
Tuesday 15th September onwards. 

Knitting group - There are new guests in Bakhita House so Teresa 
Arrigo wants to collect all the knitted goods that people have 
produced at home. She will collect the goods directly; please 
contact the parish office if you do not have her contact details. 
Meanwhile there has been an article published on the Caritas 
website about our knitting group and all their valuable work. You 
can read it on the church porch noticeboard or at 
https://www.caritaswestminster.org.uk/St-JF-Knitters.php  

Supplies for remaining Covid-secure – We get through a lot of 
supplies to ensure that the church meets guidance from the 
Government and the bishops. A number of parishioners have 
donated items for which we are very grateful. If you would like to 
be amongst them here is what we could do with (we have plenty 
of hand sanitising alcohol gel – thank you) 

 paper towel rolls 
 disposable gloves (large size) 
 ‘Flash Speedmop’ Wet Cloths 
 anti-bacterial spray 

There are a lot of ‘throw away’ materials involved but you can 
minimise our environmental impact by bringing your own 
facemask and/or donating refills rather than individual dispensing 
units. Thank you for your support 
 

Tai Chi: with Alex Chew, our Tai Chi teacher, is available via Zoom. 
This takes place between 1.30pm - 3pm each Tuesday and 
Thursday. On Tuesdays he teaches the movements for each set 
and Thursday’s session follows the same pattern as when it was 
held in the hall.  There is no fee. All welcome. View it at 
Zoom.us/j/5410388918. For more details contact Barbara 
through the parish office 
 

Financial support for of the parish - Thank you to those of you 
who continue to support the parish financially especially 
through regular giving. If you would like to support the parish this 
way then the simplest way is with a bank transfer. For further 
details and/or to donate please visit our parish website and click 
on the ‘donate’ tab or pick up a form at the back of the church.  If 
you have weekly offertory envelopes that you would like to 
collect please contact the parish office. 

 

Arrangements for Mass under the current guidance  

YOU SHOULD BOOK A PLACE IN ADVANCE TO ATTEND 
THE SATURDAY 6PM OR SUNDAY 8.30AM OR 10.30AM 
MASS stating your preferred Mass time, the number in your 
party and whether you can help. Book by: 
 telephoning Nuala in the parish office between 9.30am 

and 12noon on Monday to Thursday 
 e-mailing the parish office before 12noon on Thursday 

(harrownorth@rcdow.org.uk) 
 giving your name to the stewards or parish office by 

Thursday 
Due to the volume of administration associated with the 
booking of weekend masses, please do not be offended if the 
email to confirm your mass booking is brief and to the point! 

When you come to Mass: 
 you must bring and wear a face mask 
 please arrive in good time as it will take longer to enter 

and to be seated 
 there is a reduced capacity due to social distancing  
 a one-way system operates for entry/exit and to receive 

Holy Communion 
 please use hand sanitiser on entry, exit, before and after 

Holy Communion 
 there is no singing, bidding prayers, sign of peace or 

receiving of the Precious Blood 
 Holy Communion should be on the hand 

If you are vulnerable, that is over 70 and/or with underlying 
health conditions it is suggested you consider staying at 
home! Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed. 
 

The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. 
 

“When you look back over the day and see how fragmentary 
everything has been and how much you planned that has 
gone undone &and all the reasons you have to be embarrassed 
& ashamed: just take everything exactly as it is, put it in God's 
hands and leave it with Him”  

St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein) (1891-1942) 
German religious, philosopher & martyr 


