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29th March 2020 ~ 5th SUNDAY OF LENT Year A
LITURGICAL CALENDAR
MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS

REDEDICATION OF ENGLAND AS
MARY’S DOWRY

Week beginning Saturday 28th March 2020
All masses to be said in private
28st Sat

Lent Feria
Maxine Lee Ahsoon RIP

29th Sun

5TH SUNDAY OF LENT
People of the parish,
Harry Gallagher RIP, Julien Melville &
Patrick Monaghan RIP anniv.

30th Mon Lent Feria
Marie Stunt RIP
31st Tue

Lent Feria
Paul Harrison RIP

1st Wed

Lent Feria
Theresa Tilbury RIP anniv

2nd Thu

Lent Feria
Matilda Mary Stanislaus

3rd Fri

4th Sat

Lent feria
Victor Loja RIP anniv &
Anton Savaramuthu RIP anniv.
Lent Feria
Raymond Stokes RIP

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

During the Covid-19 restrictions:
Baptisms – in emergency
Funerals – at cemetery or crematorium chapel
Sacrament of the Sick – in usual manner by request

“Every human life is of unique value …
and we must always proclaim this with
the courage of words and of actions”
Pope Francis Audience March 2020.

In the Year of The Word why not read and reflect
on next Sunday’s Readings?
Procession: Matthew 21:1-11 Mass: Isaiah 50; 4-7,
Psalm 21(22), Philippians 2:6-11, Matthew 26:14-27:66
The Wednesday Word will help you:
www.wednesdayword.com

How quickly things change in our current climate! After
only three days getting used to the church being open
for private prayer, not public Mass, the news came from
the Prime Minister that our churches must close their
doors and ‘lockdown’ begin! I am sure it has been a
challenging week for you as well as me in finding a new
rhythm of daily life amidst the anxiety and fear.
We must draw even deeper on our personal life of
prayer at this time. If you are out for your daily exercise
remember that the tabernacle of our church is clearly
visible from outside through the glass doors. Christ
remains physically present amongst us in the Eucharist
for us all to pray before. Mass continues to be
celebrated in private each day for your intentions.
But, as a sign of all important hope, this Sunday’s
rededication of England as "The Dowry of Mary" will
still take place at midday. We are all invited to say
together in our homes the prayer of Rededication
attached to this newsletter.

Every blessing and keep safe,

Fr Graham
@StJohnFisherNorthHarrow

REGULAR NOTICES

MORE ON OUR RESPONSE TO CORONAVIRUS

Please keep the sick in your prayers. A list of sick parishioners
is displayed on the noticeboard at the back of the Church.

All activities in the Church and parish centre are cancelled or
suspended. The only Sacrament currently available is the
Sacrament of the Sick that can be administered as usual upon
request to the priest, albeit with suitable precautions.

If you or a sick relative could benefit from a visit from the parish
St Vincent de Paul Society, please contact the parish office. If
you would like a visit from the priest and/or to regularly receive
Holy Communion, please contact the parish office.
Recently deceased: Jaroslav Jurek; Josephine Clarkson
Pray also for: Bernard Letchet, Barbara Dyt, Lucy “Lucille”
Goulding, Mary Farrell, Marian Blazek, Michael Stiffle, Quentin
Gill, May McDonagh, Rose Cunningham, Charles Merritt, Clifford
Perera, Phebean Martins, Avito Saldanha, Clifford Perera,
Madeline Borio, Savaramuthu Leo Anton, Keith Bowker, Cecil
Cobb, Marian O’Dea, Darren Jones, Mary O’Sullivan, Maureen
O’Rogun, Victor Manuel Loja, Paul Harrison and all whose
anniversaries occur at this time.

PARISH NOTICES
Please Remember Jackie Fong who has died. Her funeral service
will take place at Breakspear Crematorium at 12.45om on
Wednesday 1str April. We offer our deepest sympathy and
prayers to her family and friends who are unable to have a
Requiem Mass for Jackie at this time. May she rest in peace.
Rededication of England to Our Lady - This will take place as
planned, albeit during a private liturgy in Walsingham, at 12noon
on Sunday 29th March. Although we cannot make the
Rededication together we will still be united in our prayer. We
can pray together the prayer of Rededication, attached, and
watch online livestream at www.walsingham.org.uk
100 club – Although there has not been a draw for some time we
have not forgotten about the 100 club! We will be carrying out a
review shortly. In the meantime if you pay by standing order
please ensure that the reference ‘100 club’ is included with your
payments.
Tai Chi - The teacher, Alex Chew, will be available via live video
streaming for the duration of the coronavirus shutdown.
Sessions take place Tuesday and Thursday between 1.30pm and
3.00pm. To access the live video streaming please visit:
https://www.facebook.com/alex.chew.378
Planned giving envelopes – We have ordered new sets of
planned giving envelopes for all those who collected and used
them during this financial year. If you did not collect your
envelopes this year and wish to support the parish this way next
year please contact the parish bookkeeper via the parish office.
Distribution of this year’s envelopes will inevitably be disrupted
and we will provide more information once we have it.

DEANERY & DIOCESAN NOTICES
This Friday, 3rd April, is the Day of Prayer for Victims and
Survivors of Sexual Abuse; In your prayer you are invited to
include victims and survivors who have been hurt so greatly by
terrible acts of abuse but also perpetrators who at times have
been victims themselves, to renew our hope of peace for
everyone
Annual Mass of thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony in
Westminster Cathedral on 30th May has been cancelled.

We must await details from the Cardinal about arrangements for
the Easter liturgies. Similarly, developments in the public health
advice will determine whether the celebration of First Holy
Communion and Confirmation can take place as planned in May.
The Parish Office is closed with Kay and Nuala remote-working.
They can be contacted by e-mail on the addresses overleaf.
It is important that you let us know how you and your
neighbours are coping, or if people are in need of help. We will
be contacting parishioners who might be in need, drawn mainly
from what you have told us and the list of those who attended
the senior citizens meal. If you are in a position to respond to
requests for help or may require help yourself then please let
the parish office know.
Spiritual Communion - During this time Cardinal has described
how we must ‘put down deep roots’ in our life of faith. With that
in mind you may wish to follow a ‘Mass-like’ routine especially
on Sundays. You are encouraged to gather as a household at the
usual time and join us in a Spiritual Communion; details on how
to make a spiritual Communion are available with this
newsletter. Mass is also available by live streaming at
www.churchservices.tv We hope to have our own Sunday mass
available for streaming this weekend – watch this space and
our new parish Facebook page will be launched next week,
technology permitting!
There are many websites offering spiritual support at this time. A
helpful summary is available on www.rcdow.org.uk under
‘Resources During Mass Suspension’ in the News Centre. Key
sources of information include:
The Bishops’ Conference
www.cbcew.org.uk
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham www.walsingham.org.uk
Lent in Isolation
www.lentinisolation.com
Magnificat
www.magnificat.com/free
streamed church services:
www.churchservices.tv
www.mass-online.org
The mission of the parish continues at this time, as do all the
costs necessary to maintain our presence here. I know many of
you will face uncertainties regarding income and employment as
a result of the pandemic but thank you to those of you who
continue to support the parish financially at this time through
standing orders and other offerings.
Mass intentions - During this exceptional time it is no longer
appropriate for priests to celebrate Mass more than once a day,
including on Sundays. Therefore we are having to combine Mass
intentions when there would have been more than one mass on
a particular day. In this instance your stipend is sent, with thanks,
to the Sick & Retired Priests Fund as we are only able to accept
one mass offering per day. If you would like the mass
rescheduled instead you should contact the parish office.
Volunteering in Harrow – Attached to this newsletter is a list of
volunteering opportunities at the current time in the local area.
These are for your information and are not endorsed by the
parish and you obviously volunteer at your own risk.
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