St John Fisher Roman Catholic Church
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Parish Priest: Fr. Shaun Middleton, 020 8429 5684, shaunmiddleton@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Catechist: Kay O’Connor, 020 8429 5682, kayoconnor@rcdow.org.uk
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Christmas Edition 2017: 24th December 2017 to 7th January 2018
It seems very strange to be writing my last Christmas message to you. These
last six years seem to have gone by in a flash. People say that time flies by
when you are enjoying yourself!

We Welcome…
People of All Faiths and Cultures
Divorced or Separated Persons
Families with Children
Those in Loving Relationships
Those in Difficulty
Married Couples
Single Persons
Those in Recovery
Travellers from Far and Near
Widows and Widowers
Visitors

We Seek…
To live the Gospel of Jesus Christ
To Gather the Community and Tell the Story
To Sing and Make Music to the Lord
To Break the Bread and Share the Cup

We Celebrate…
Diversity
A spirit of hospitality
The unity that God wills
Enlightening those who seek God
Forming small faith communities
Reaching out to alienated Catholics
Reverencing the dignity of each person
Caring for the needs of the less fortunate
Empowering Christians to realise their call
Providing a spiritual Oasis
Honouring an understanding among all faiths
Nurturing our gifts and sharing them

Looking at my old diary, I see that I arrived in
the parish on the morning of Friday, September
2nd 2011. I was made to feel very welcome. I
settled in and I met various people. The parish
team, the Parish Council, members of the
school community and of course the
parishioners who come to Mass here and for
who this parish is and always has been a place
that holds a special significance.
The great gift of our parish is without doubt its stability. People come here
to put down roots, to bring up their families and to feel part of an established
community. In the early years it was my job to get to know the community.
Who will ever forget the wonderful social evenings we had. Curry Nights,
Italian Evenings, Quiz Nights, St Patrick’s night and many other gatherings,
including our superb International Day which brought us together.

Over the years we got to know and trust one another. Then the big
challenge came. A challenge to respond to the desire of this community to
re-order the church. It soon became apparent that this project would not
just be a re-ordering but a rebuilding. Once again, by working together,
we achieved something very remarkable; we transformed our building
into a place that really helped people raise their hearts and minds to God.
There followed a desire to celebrate what we had achieved through
practical action. We listened to the call of Pope Francis to align ourselves
to the needs of the poor. We began to explore Catholic Social Teaching
through,’ Love in Action.’ This in turn gave birth to our parish
programme for social action. Now we make a practical difference to the
lives of the poor, as well as working for greater equality in our borough
through our commitment to Harrow Citizens.
Without doubt, this has been a challenging, grace-filled and wonderful
time in my life. You must all know that I will leave part of my heart here.
So now and again, especially when you pass by the Baptistery window,
remember to say a prayer for me. You will certainly be in my prayers.
I wish you all the blessings of the Christ Child whose birth we will
celebrate together and I pray that 2018 will be a time of growth, joy,
stability and prosperity for each and every one of you.

rd

th

Fourth Sunday of Advent 23 /24 December 2017
th
Sat 18.00 Y. Paul’s 70 Birthday
Sun 10.00 Bernard Pereira RIP

Christmas Mass Times & Intentions
Sunday 24th December Christmas Eve
17.00 Clive Peter Johnson RIP
22.30 People of the Parish

Monday 25th December Christmas Day
st

08.30 Georgios Panayiotou (1 Anniv)
10.00 Leo Mascrenhas RIP
11.30 Philip Mendonça RIP

Tuesday 26th December St Stephen’s Day
11.00 Dan Sullivan (Sick)
th
Wednesday 27 No Mass
th
Thursday, 28 – THE HOLY INNOCENTS, Martyrs
09.30 Michael Joe O’Sullivan RIP
th
Friday 29 – ST THOMAS BECKET, Bishop & Martyr, Patron of the
Parish Clergy
09.30 Maureen Cusack RIP
th

Saturday 30 December 2017 (First Mass of Sunday)
18.00 Kathleen Middleton RIP

Sunday, 31st December 2017 New Year’s Eve
08.30 Virginia & John Dellamura RIP
10.00 People of the Parish
11.30 Ladislaus Albert (Anniv)

Monday 1st January 2018 New Year’s Day
11.00 Daniel Bowles (Anniv) & Daniel Brendan Bowles (Anniv)
nd
Tuesday 2 – Sts Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors
09.30 Maureen Cusack RIP
rd
Wednesday 3 No Mass
th
Thursday 4 – Christmas feria
09.30 Caroline Wilson (Special Int)
th
Friday 5 – Christmas feria
09.30 Paul, Jack & Bruno Gaffney (Anniv)
th

Saturday 6 January 2018 (First Mass of Sunday)
18.00 Mrs. A. Emmanuel RIP
th
Sunday 7 – The Epiphany of the Lord
08.30 People of the Parish
10.00 Hughie & Nora Sweeney RIP
11.30 Michael Arulanantham (Anniv)
th
Monday 8 – THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
09.30 Norah May Hurley RIP
th
Tuesday 9 – Feria, First week of Year 2
09.30 Norah May Hurley RIP
th
Wednesday 10 – Feria
19.00 Norah May Hurley RIP
th
Thursday 11 – Feria
09.30 Norah May Hurley RIP
th
Friday 12 – Feria
09.30 Norah May Hurley RIP
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sat 17.15-17.45
Please keep the sick in your prayers and those whose
anniversaries occur about this time. A list is displayed on the
notice board at the back of the Church.
Recently Deceased, Sheila McGuire, Joanne Stride, Donald
Watkins, Christine Moggan.
Altar Servers are reminded that they will renew their “servers
th
promise” at the 11am Mass on 26 December, the Feast of St
Stephen. Be sure to arrive early to get an Alb to fit.
Baptisms We welcome Mia Allday and Jayusan Anton who are
being baptised in our church over the Christmas season.

th

Harrow Citizens Meeting On 30 January 2018, Issues Workshop,
7-8.45pm in the Parish Hall, St John Fisher Church.
Theology on Tap will continue in the New Year. We will meet on
th
Wednesday, 24 January 2018 at 7.30pm in the parish bar. Our
subject is the Theology of the Laity. What does the term 'Laity'
mean; is there a specific mission for the Laity in the Church and
how can Christ's faithful be empowered to fulfil such a mission?
rd

th

Mary’s Meals Save all your old clothes because on 3 /4
February 2018 representatives from Mary’s Meals will be here
for their annual collection. Please do not bring clothes before
this date as we have nowhere to store them.
th

Knights of St. Columba Next meeting on Thursday, 4 January
2018 at 8pm in the Social Club.
The SVP are distributing 12,000 Vinnie Packs containing cold
weather essentials to the homeless this winter. Please consider
sponsoring packs at a suggested donation of £3.50 per pack.
Donations can be sent to Vinnie Packs, PO Box 72264, London
SW1P 9EZ with cheques made out to SVP. Thank you.
Catholic Children’s Society (Westminster) Crib Appeal 2017
With your support CCS is helping more children & families than
ever before to break free from the poverty trap. 42% of children
in the Diocese live in Poverty this Christmas – that’s over 700,000
children. Please place your donation in the crib basket and see
the poster for more info. Many thanks for your support.
The Christmas Collection Is traditionally taken for the support of
the Parish Priest to help him in his ministry. Fr Shaun would like
to thank everyone for their generosity.
St John Fisher Social Club – Christmas/New Year The Club bar
th
will be open as usual with the exception of Sunday, 24 – closed,
Christmas Day open 12-2pm.
Parish 100 Club Over the next four years, we will need to pay the
diocese back the loan that it gave to our parish to make the work
on the church possible. One fund raising initiative is for
parishioners to join the Parish 100 Club. We would ask
parishioners to buy a monthly ticket which costs £5; if 100
people join and pay £5 a month, the amount raised each month
is £500... and £175 is given away in prizes as follows: £100, £50
£25. This leaves £325 which goes to the parish, the more people
join, the greater the monthly prize money will be. A Registration
form is available from the porch or our website. Thank you for
your support.
Date for your diary Fr. Shaun will return to the parish on Sunday,
th
11 February 2018 to celebrate the 11.30am Mass to give thanks
for his years at St John Fisher. It is hoped that we could have a
“bring and share lunch” in the Parish Hall on that day. More
details will be published in the New Year.
Senior Parishioners Christmas Lunch Please sign up if you would
like to come. It is a great chance to get together over a good
meal and to meet some of our young people who will be
th
delighted to help out on that day. On Sunday, 28 January 2018
at 12.30pm in the Parish Hall. RSVP to the presbytery by Sunday,
th
14 January.
NAME.................................................. TEL NO................................
ADDRESS..........................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
Please state clearly if you require transport.
TRANSPORT REQUIRED YES/NO

