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17th December 2017 ~ Third Sunday of Advent Year B
‘Gaudete in Domino semper, iterum dico gaudete.’

We Welcome…
People of All Faiths and Cultures
Divorced or Separated Persons
Families with Children
Those in Loving Relationships
Those in Difficulty
Married Couples
Single Persons
Those in Recovery
Travellers from Far and Near
Widows and Widowers
Visitors

We Seek…
To live the Gospel of Jesus Christ
To Gather the Community and Tell the Story
To Sing and Make Music to the Lord
To Break the Bread and Share the Cup

We Celebrate…
Diversity
A spirit of hospitality
The unity that God wills
Enlightening those who seek God
Forming small faith communities
Reaching out to alienated Catholics
Reverencing the dignity of each person
Caring for the needs of the less fortunate
Empowering Christians to realise their call
Providing a spiritual Oasis
Honouring an understanding among all faiths
Nurturing our gifts and sharing them

The poet and preacher of the Advent
season is the prophet Isaiah. The Isaiah
of today's first reading praises the God
in whose gift is the garment of salvation
(irresistibly, the image reminds us of a
mother wrapping her child up warm
against the winter chill). It is this poet
also who sees how the God of the Jews
rescues the Gentiles too from the
shadows of ignorance and unbelief.
The glory of the Lord will be seen upon you,
and nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.

The only one who can legitimately fulfil
this oracle is the Messiah himself. He
Dylan
alone is in himself and to the exclusion
Faithful Friend and Companion
of all others, he alone is the good news
28.9.2014 ~ 12.12.2017
and the true light and life for the world.
John the Baptist is the Witness to this truth, and the proclamation of
the Baptist just has to be trusted.
Advent is surely the time for Isaiah and the Baptist to be heard
inviting us to love the truth of things. To stand in the truth, and know
that certainty which Christ alone can give. 'Test everything, hold fast
to what is good' writes St Paul to the Thessalonians in the second
reading. We need to recognise the true prophets and the authentic
messengers on whom the Spirit rests. Put simply, we must be
impatient to get at the truth of things, the truth of our fellow men and
women in their aspirations and their sufferings, the certainty of the
divine plan for the world through Israel and its Messiah. Such
encounters with truth can be painful, the harsh reality of life and
death came knocking at my own door this week with the unexpected
passing of my beloved companion, Dylan, my Basset Hound. And yet
from that naughty, beautiful little dog came one of the greatest
truths. That we are all made to love and to care for one another and
for the whole of God’s creation. That lesson is surely something to
celebrate as we meet together on this Gaudete Sunday.

Mass Times & Intentions
th

Saturday 16 December 2017 (First Mass of Sunday)
18.00 Goldwin Viegas RIP
th
rd
Sunday 17 – 3 SUNDAY OF ADVENT
08.30 James Monaghan (Anniv)
10.00 Mr. Joe Fernandes RIP
11.30 Mary & Tony Mills (Anniv)
th
Monday 18 – Advent feria
09.30 Schokman Family
20.00 Advent Penitential Service
th
Tuesday 19 – Advent feria
09.30 Shane & Basha O’Callaghan
th
Wednesday 20 – Advent feria
12.00 Requiem Mass for Michael Fitzgerald RIP
19.00 Nora & John Riordan (Anniv)
st
Thursday 21 – Advent feria (St John Fisher School attending)
09.30 Robert Wolczynski RIP
nd
Friday 22 – Advent feria
09.30 Bina Kelly
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sat 17.15-17.45
Please keep the sick in your prayers. A list of sick parishioners
is displayed on the notice board at the back of the Church.
Recently Deceased, Michael Fitzgerald, Neurius Jean-Jacques.
Pray Also For James Monaghan, Mary & Tony Mills, Nora & John
Riordan,Waclaw Kowalewicz, Frank Beesley, Virginia Dellamura,
James Campbell, Bridie Haynes, Nora Egan, Ying-Eng Kit, Manual
Rodrigues, Brendan Connolly, Christopher Hilton, Peter Flanagan,
Geoffrey Cheeseman, James McKenna, Christy McDyre and
Maisie Browne whose anniversaries occur at this time.
Please Remember Michael Fitzgerald who has died. Requiem
th
Mass at St John Fisher on Wednesday, 20 December at
12.00pm followed by committal at Breakspear Crematorium. We
offer our deepest sympathy and prayers to his family and friends.
May he rest in peace.
My Little Friend Many of our parishioners will by now have
learned of the unexpected death of Fr. Shaun's much loved
Basset Hound, Dylan. He died in his sleep in the early hours of
Tuesday morning. The Vets believe he suffered a heart attack.
He was only three and he had been with Fr Shaun since he was 8
weeks old. Needless to say, Fr Shaun is devastated, but he thanks
everyone for their messages of support and he asks you to keep
both him and "his little friend" in your prayers. Dylan was truly
the most beautiful dog and Fr. Shaun says that Dylan taught him
the meaning of love.
Baptisms We welcome Dominic Christas who is being baptised in
our church this week.
Christmas Offering Because of the snow last week, we will once
again give out the Christmas offertory envelopes. So please, if
you have not already done so, take an envelope as you enter the
church. This is your Christmas gift to Fr Shaun. It helps to support
him in his ministry. The envelopes will be collected in over the
Masses that are celebrated during the Christmas festivities.
Thank you for your kindness, thoughtfulness and generosity at
this time.
th

Harrow Citizens Meeting On 30 January 2018, Issues Workshop,
7-8.45pm in the Parish Hall, St John Fisher Church.
Theology on Tap will continue in the New Year. We will meet on
th
Wednesday, 24 January 2018 at 7.30pm in the parish bar. Our
subject is the Theology of the Laity. What does the term 'Laity'
mean; is there a specific mission for the Laity in the Church and
how can Christ's faithful be empowered to fulfil such a mission?

Fourth Sunday of Advent Masses will take place on Saturday,
rd
th
23 December at 6.00pm and Sunday, 24 December at
10.00am. These will be said masses and there will be no 8.30am
and 11.30am Mass that day.

Christmas Mass Times
Christmas Eve 24th December
5.00pm Family Mass
10.30pm Lessons and Carols followed by Mass
Christmas Day 25th December
08.30am Mass
10.00am Children’s Mass
11.30am Mass
St Stephen’s Day 26th December
11.00am Mass
Wednesday, 27th December
No Mass
For the rest of Christmas the Mass schedule will take place at the
usual times.

‘Lights of Life’ Christmas Tree Please fill in a card if you so wish
and put it in the box (near the baptismal font). Your card will be
put on the tree from this weekend. A memory book is also
available to write the names of those you wish to remember.
The Pylon Winter Edition is now available to view at
https://stjohnfisheronline.org.uk/st-john-fisher-the-pylonmagazine/.
Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund £1,804.08 was raised. Thank you for
your generosity.
Christmas Flower Collection £520.40 was raised. Thank you for
your generosity.
Christmas Coffee Morning Thank you to all those who made the
event such a success despite the fall of thick snow overnight.
£588.86 was raised towards the Parish Project and £240 towards
Bhakita House.
st

Parish 100 Club Draw – October 2017 Winners: 1 prize £100
nd
rd
Diana Menezes, 2 prize £50 David Martin Morrison, 3 prize
st
£25 Leo Lambe. November 2017 Winners: 1 prize £100 Tony &
nd
rd
Pat McWilliams, 2 prize £50 George Standon, 3 prize £25
st
Noreen Halvey. December 2017 Winners: 1 prize £100 Sheila &
nd
rd
Jack O’Brien, 2 prize £50 Jean Annis, 3 prize £25 Penny
Ransley. Please contact Claudia at claudiamchugh@rcdow.org.uk
or 020 8429 5681 to arrange payment.
St John Fisher Social Club – Christmas/New Year The Club bar
th
will be open as usual with the exception of Sunday, 24 – closed,
Christmas Day open 12-2pm.
Senior Parishioners Christmas Lunch Please sign up if you would
like to come. It is a great chance to get together over a good
meal and to meet some of our young people who will be
th
delighted to help out on that day. On Sunday, 28 January 2018
at 12.30pm in the Parish Hall. RSVP to the presbytery by Sunday,
th
14 January.
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