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Welcome to the twelfth edition of The Pylon. We do hope that 

you enjoyed our Summer edition and that this issue has many 

articles that are of interest to you. 

This issue would be very empty without the contributions from 

you all and we hope that more people will be inspired to con-

tribute articles, recipes, poems or anything else that might be 

of interest. 

If you know of anyone who would prefer to receive a printed 

copy of The Pylon, please let one of the Parish Team know. 

Please send all contributions to The Pylon via e-mail to barbara-

towell@sky.com, geraldine2906@gmail.com or via the Parish 

House. 

We would like to wish Fr Shaun  all the best for his new ap-

pointment  in Chelsea and thank him for all his interesting con-

tributions to The Pylon.  Please don’t forget us! 

May we take this opportunity of wishing you all a holy and 

peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Barbara Towell, John Towell and Geraldine Kennedy 

The Editorial Team 
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SUMMER LITERARY EVENING 2017 

On the evening of Thursday, 13th July, the Parish Women’s 

Group with Pinner Writers once again held another successful 

and well attended literary event.  

Members of both groups took part, reading extracts from their 

own original works.  These covered almost every genre and in-

cluded: Anna Ryland reading from her recently published novel 

‘A Second Chance’ and local playwright Melville Lovatt reading, 

‘Over by Christmas’ from his monologue collection, ‘Standing 

Alone’.  Original poetry was read by several members including 

Nick Horgan, Subrata Saha and Barbara Towell.  

As a result of her well received visit 

to the Parish Women’s Group earli-

er this year, author, Kay Seeley, 

was invited.  She read from her 

new novel ‘The Guardian Angel’ which follows the fortunes of 

an autistic boy living in Victorian times.  Judy Karbritz was the 

special guest, finishing the evening by telling the audience 

about her work as Harrow Community Poet plus delighting eve-

ryone with her own brilliant and often really amusing poetry.  

To offer variety to the programme, music was performed.  

Guest, James Church, played a number of wonderful solo guitar 

pieces.  In addition, John and Barbara Towell provided songs, 

accompanying themselves on guitar with Carmel O’Boyle on 

glockenspiel. 
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Apart from the readings and music, published works of 

those who performed were on sale; and there was an exhi-

bition of some of the work by Pinner Writers’ Group.  This 

included the pieces completed for the Northwood Easter 

Joy & Justice Project this year as well as the Pinner Writers’ 

Group calendar.  

Many thanks to John Towell for compering the evening so 

well:  also to Jerome Le Forestier (and the Social Club) for 

opening the bar.  Having the bar always makes a huge con-

tribution to our literary events.  Thank you to Elena Johnson 

and David Watson for taking the money at the door and al-

so to David Stroud, who read from his soon to be published 

novel ‘The Albatross’, took the official photographs as well 

as helping to set up and clear away.  Of course a big thank 

you too, to all those from the Parish Women’s Group who 

assisted in many different ways. 

Finally, thank you for all of those who attended and who 

took the trouble to give us all such positive and encouraging 

feedback. Writing can be a lonely business, and your sup-

port makes all the difference. 

For more information about Pinner Writers’ Group contact 

Barbara Towell  -  

barbaratowell@sky.com or 

020 8866 6665. 

mailto:barbaratowell@sky.com
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Sister Aileen Vear RIP 

 

Sr Aileen was in the Parish for three years.  She 
joined Fr Keith for a short time and then worked 
with Fr Joe.  For those of us who remember her it 
was sad to hear of her death on 17th July aged 79.   
Sr Aileen suffered for many years with a bad back 
and other ailments and, sometime after her return 
to Australia, was diagnosed with Parkinson’s dis-
ease. She was admitted to hospital with pneumonia 
and a few days later died very peacefully, surround-
ed by her family and Brigidines.   ‘Aileen had 
suffered much with her condition and now she is at 
peace’.  Extract from an email from Sr Rosemary. 
 
Everyone will have their own memories of Sr 
Aileen; perhaps her sense of humour and always 
knowing exactly where you were with her.  The Par-
ish benefitted hugely from all the pastoral care she 
undertook while in North Harrow, a lot of it 
unacknowledged.  She was always interested in 
people's welfare and had a real pastoral approach 
to her ministry. She had a special love for the sick 
and those who struggled in life.    
 

May she rest in Peace. 
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Pinner Writers’ Group invites all those who enjoy creative 

writing to join them.   The Group meets at Pinner Library 

every last Tuesday of the month from 6 p.m. until 7.55 p.m.  

Other meetings and events are organised monthly for those 

members attending regularly.   It doesn’t matter whether 

you are a published author or simply enjoy writing and 

would like to improve your skills, you will be made welcome.   

So, if you are over 16 and would like to give us a try, why not 

come along?  There is a small charge of £1.   

For more information contact Barbara Towell at  

barbaratowell@sky.com or on 020 8866 6665. 
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INTERNATIONAL DAY  

Alison Jackson 

 

On 24th June (seems a long time ago) 

parishioners, parents, families, neigh-

bours and, of course, the children, all came together for 

another successful International Day.  The weather was 

doubtful at the start but the sun appeared and all the 

outside stalls and activities were able to be set up. 

The ‘stage’ on the playground was host to many budding 

young entertainers and dancers, watched by an apprecia-

tive audience.  There were lots of opportunities for the 

children to buy toys, take part in games and generally en-

joy themselves. 

The Parish was responsible for a number of stalls and this 

year included some new ones. The Gate was manned by a 

faithful group of volunteers.  As usual, the Bottle Stall had 

a long queue with some lucky people leaving with several 

bottles.  Inside the hall Fairtrade was selling an array of 

products and also engaging the children in relevant col-

ouring/craft activities.   Although there were fewer  books 

donated this year, the Book Stall did well.   
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Also in the hall was a new Craft Stall where the knitting 

group were selling some of their lovely items with pro-

ceeds going to Bhakita House. 

International Food did a roaring trade offering amazing 

food made and donated by parishioners.  So much to 

choose from it was difficult to decide what to try. 

In the small hall the Cake Stall was the first port of call for 

many;  the ladies were kept busy and as usual sold out be-

fore the end of the day.  The tea/coffee stall offered a wel-

come break to sit down and have a chat with friends.  The 

Irish coffee did some good business for those who enjoy a 

treat. 

Outside, another new arrival was the Plant Stall.  Fears 

that it may not have been supported by either contribu-

tors or customers were soon dispelled.  An astonishing 

number of plants were donated and lots of new gardeners 

enticed to try and grow something. 

All in all it was a great day with something for everyone.  

Well done to the Friends of the School for organising the 

event and for all who contributed by giving their time, do-

nating items or just spending money!  A total of £3,991.63 

was raised  to be split between the School and the Par-

ish—a great result. 
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An Old City of the Young  

 

The narrow streets of Padua’s old town reverberate with young voices.  
Ciao! Ciao! Ciao!  Young Claudia Cardinales, their manes of black hair 
flying, dash past on their bikes, waving to young Marcello Mastroiannis, 
who blow them kisses in exchange.  

 

Padua, known in the Christian world as the place of pilgrimage to Saint 
Anthony, the patron saint of the lost, be it hope, health or a pair of 
glasses, is the site of the second oldest university in Italy (after Bolo-
gna).  Founded in 1222, it counts Galileo among its eminent professors.  
His wooden cattedra is still on display.  Today the university has 65,000 
students, many of whom are based in the colleges scattered throughout 
the old city.  The tinkling of bike bells and melodic voices of ragazze 
and ragazzi are never far away.  

 

Like its young academic community seeking enlightenment in the an-
cient walls of the university, the city itself is full of contrasts.  The old 
and the new literally rub shoulders on many city streets. It isn’t unusual 
to find that opposite corners of the street are occupied by buildings con-
structed some 500 years apart.  An early medieval tower looks upon a 
rococo palazzo reminiscent of Vienna.  A memorable sight in Padua is 
its arched walkways, constructed on both sides of the streets to protect 
pedestrians and shoppers from the wet weather typical in this region of 
Italy.  It’s all relative, since in the last week of April, the temperature 
was already 20C and the sun was pleasantly warming our bones still 
chilled by the English spring.  

For Catholics around the world, Padua is, first and foremost, the spiritu-
al home of Saint Anthony, who arrived in Padua as a young Franciscan 
friar in 1221.  Born in Lisbon in 1195 as the eldest son of a wealthy 
family, Fernando disappointed his parents by choosing a life dedicated 
to God.  Known for his teaching as much as his modest lifestyle, Saint 
Antony travelled through Northern Italy and Southern France, where he 
preached, especially in the areas plagued by heresy and the abuses of 
the medieval Church.  There, he inspired many people with his fervent 
lifestyle and teachings, as well as his gentleness and humility.  He per-
formed many miracles with both people and animals, some of which are 
recorded by the marble reliefs which line the walls of his chapel in the 
Basilica.  
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In the late afternoon, when the rays of the setting sun bathe the terracot-
ta walls of Saint Anthony’s Basilica and its eight Byzantine domes in an 
orange glow, it appears at its most splendid and awe-inspiring.  It was 
built between 1232 and the mid-14

th
 century to enshrine the body of the 

saint.  It is one of the largest churches in the world, and is visited every 
year by more than five million pilgrims.  The best time to visit the saint 
for a quiet prayer is in the late afternoon or early evening.  During each 
of the Sunday masses, the crowd of international pilgrims fill the Basilica 
to the brim, making St Paul’s Cathedral on a royal wedding day look like 
a quiet affair.  

A notable jewel in Pauda’s art collection is the Chapel of Scrovegni.  Its 
single nave brick exterior gives it the appearance of a garrison church.  
Visitors, although duly prepared by a 20-minute audio-visual introduc-
tion, are overwhelmed by the treasure they see on entering the chapel.  
Executed around 1305 by Giotto and his pupils, the magnificent frescoes 
that have remained intact for 700 years, are considered one of the great-
est achievements in Italian painting.  Giotto is best remembered for his 
work in the Basilica of Saint Francis of Assisi.  

 

The Scrovegni Chapel frescoes tell the story of Christian redemption 
through the lives of Mary and Christ.  This monumental composition, 
divided into 38 panels, executed in vivid colours and gold leaf, is full of 
the drama and passion of the Old and New Testament stories.  The tale 
of human salvation reaches its climax in the Last Judgement on the en-
trance wall where the terrifying fate of the damned, who are burned, 
hung and quartered by  demons, is more engaging than the serenity of 
heaven.  

 

A visit to the Scrovegni Chapel, on account of its size and popularity, 
requires  prior booking, although this doesn’t completely eliminate some 
queuing.  However, like everything else in life, the best things are hard to 
get.  Nothing is impossible with the help of Saint Anthony.  

 

 

Anna Ryland 
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Padua Market 

Square 

St Anthony Basilica 
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Street Archways 
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SJF PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS - 2018 

 

Neil Cocking Music and Liturgy. 
Chair from Sep 2016 

Fr Graham Stokes Parish Priest (as from 
January 2018) 

  

Neville Bayross   

Noel McHugh Child Protection 

Claire Mendonca 
  

Social Outreach 
  

Kay O’Connor Pastoral Assistant 

  

Mike Parkinson 

  
Finance 
  

 Youth 

  

Neville Ransley Education & Catechesis 

Elspeth Everitt 

  
Clerk 
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Large cake starts at £75.00 

              Small cake from £52.00 

For all your cakes please call Edna 

07776 174590 

  

CHRISTENING/FIRST HOLY COMMUNION/CONFIRMATION/ 

WEDDINGS/BIRTHDAYS 

  

MILLEY HAIR LOUNGEMILLEY HAIR LOUNGE  

Need a new hairdresser?Need a new hairdresser?  Why notWhy not  try us?try us?  

MILLEY HAIR LOUNGEMILLEY HAIR LOUNGE  

Roxeth Hill, HarrowRoxeth Hill, Harrow  

Please call 020 8864 2866 or 020 8422 8666Please call 020 8864 2866 or 020 8422 8666 
  

Open seven days a week. You will not be disappointed. 
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FRANCHI SEEDS 1783 

7 generations still in the same family. 

Our seeds are regional varieties produced locally by US and only for YOU.  

 

Try our ‘RED PEAR FRANCHI’ tomato as shown on BBC Gardeners World with 

Monty Don. It comes from the Alpine region of Bergamo and  is pure meat with  

a true Italian flavour. Serve with ‘Tigullio’ basil  from Portofino and a drizzle of 

olive oil.              

Tel: 0208 427 5020 Fax 5051 

grow@italianingredients.com 

www.seedsofitaly.com 

    A1 Phoenix Business Centre, 

Rosslyn Crescent,  

Harrow, HA1 2SP 

 

SEEDS OF ITALY is a local business specialising in vegetable seeds, vines, seed gar-

lic and garlic sets, truffle trees, preserving equipment and we also import artisan 

made Italian soups.   

Seeds of Italy now have an Italian Delicatessen open all 

day with so many goodies and a free coffee given to an-

yone who calls in.  There are beautiful Florentine soaps 

and oils as well.  
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Our own St. John Fisher’s Harrow Hero! 

For the tenth time, The Annual Awards Ceremony, organised by Harrow 

Council and attended by a number of esteemed guests, was held in Sep-

tember at the Kadwa Centre.  This is an evening to bring together Har-

row’s volunteers and community workers in order to celebrate all the 

kindness and hours freely given by them to help others.  

 Many awards were presented that evening.  John Towell, who many 

will know as a parish musician at St. John Fisher, received the ‘Lifetime 

Achievement’ award for his work over 30 years with people with Learn-

ing Disability.  John, who has not only helped run and oversee the One 

to One Club at St. John Fisher, but has also been instrumental in organis-

ing and playing music for special masses in many of the parishes within 

our deanery.   For a number of years he also helped to provide work-

shops at St. Joseph’s Centre, Hendon. 

Unfortunately, he wasn’t able to be present at the occasion as he was 

on holiday in Greece at the time. Nevertheless, congratulations, John. 
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Thought this poem might strike a chord with those of you who are about to trav-

el or pick up family from Heathrow over this Christmas period. 

 

Airport 

 By Spike Milligan 

Please don’t miss Heathrow Airport 
It’s only a ten-mile run. 
Go there for lunch on a Sunday,  
Get in the queue for fun. 
Sit in the air-conditioned restaurant 
That keeps all the smell inside. 
If you look through the plate-glass windows 
You can see where the flies have died. 
Show the kiddies planes taking off 
For Paris, Bombay and Rome. 
It’s only an hour to Paris, 
It’ll take you four to get home. 
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  NEED HELP WITH YOUR TAX OR  

ACCOUNTS?  

 

 

 A friendly chartered accountant 

based in Rayners Lane   

offers help with:  

  self employed, partnership and  

     company accounts preparation 

  statutory filing and  

  tax services.  

 

 

Please contact Stuart on 07884 262803  

or e-mail at  

rylandconsulting@aol.com  

 

mailto:rylandconsulting@aol.com
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ 

 

1. Which film featured Bing Crosby and Fred Astaire dancing and 

singing at an inn only open on holidays, and was the first to fea-

ture the popular tune, White Christmas? 

 A. Holiday Inn 

 B. White Christmas 

  C.  In Connecticut 

2.  In which country does Santa leave presents in children’s shoes? 

 A. France 

 B. The Netherlands (Holland) 

 C. Switzerland 

3. True or false?  Eggnog does not contain eggs. 

4.  In what Christmas carol do singers request “figgy pudding”? 

 A. Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree 

 B. We Wish you a Merry Christmas 

 C. O Christmas Tree 

5. In the poem The Night Before Christmas, what dances in chil-

dren’s heads? 

 A. Bon-bons  

 B. Cookies    

 C. Sugar Plums 

6. What Christmas plant is 

“Viscum” used to label? 

 A. Mistletoe  

 B. Holly 

 C. Ivy 

 D. Sage 
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7. What is the name of Scrooge’s dead partner? 

 A. James Willcot 

 B. John Mantis 

 C. Jacob Marley 

 D. Jimmy Booth 

8. Which author made the remark “I gave them for Dinner a Piece 

of rost Beef and plumb Puddings – and after dinner half a Pint of 

strong Beer apiece.”? 

 A. Philip Larkin 

 B. James Woodforde 

 C. Samuel Johnson 

 D. Evelyn Waugh 

9. Which ocean is Christmas Island in? 

 A. Pacific 

 B. Atlantic 

 C. Indian 

 D. Artic 

10. Which continent is the turkey from? 

 A. South America 

 B.  North America 

 C. Europe 

 D. Australia 

 

 

ANSWERS ON 

PAGE  53 
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STAMPS  STAMPS 

STAMPS    

Please save your used stamps for St.Luke’s Hospice.  

Let us at St. John Fisher take the trouble to help our local hospice by 

saving yours. Please place them in either Tess Constantin’s or Barbara 

Towell’s pigeonholes in the porch at the back of the church. Alterna-

tively, hand large envelopes of stamps or any of real value into the 

office in the Parish House.  

 

Thank you. We will make sure St. Luke’s receive them. 

 

Keep on collecting! 

 

A LETTER RECEIVED FROM ST LUKE’S HOSPICE 
 

Dear Mrs.Towell, 
 
I am writing to thank you so very much for all the lovely stamps 
that you collected for St. Luke's Hospice from the parishioners of 
St. John Fisher's Church in North Harrow. 
 
We managed to raise a fine amount of money (just over £10,000 
in 2016) from the sale of stamps, so we are most 
grateful for your kind support in helping us contin-
ue to do this. 
 
Please pass on our sincere thanks to everyone. 
 
With kind regards from Pauline Gulamhusein 
on behalf of St. Luke's stamp team 
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A Silly thing Happened to Me at St. John Fisher! 
 
 

When I attend mass on a Sunday, I always have money in my 
pocket; either pound coins or notes.  A few Sundays ago, it 
was pound coins.  I duly put into the collection all I had in my 
pocket as per usual. 
 
The following day whilst I was shopping, I took out my keys. 
These should have had a trolley token attached to them.  
Hmmm!  No!  They didn't!  Upon further investigation of my 
pockets, I discovered it wasn't there either. Then to my horror, 
I realised what I must have done. Yes, it went into the collec-
tion on Sunday along with the other pound coins! 
 
There  followed an email to Father Shaun and Claudia. Soon 
came an email back from Claudia, telling me that she had 
found it and it would be placed in an envelope and left in the 
pigeon hole at the back of the church. Never did I expect to get 
it back again. So thank you, Claudia. 
 
 
 

Helen Sherwood. 
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TUSCANY RETREAT IN THE CHIANTI REGION  

An Italian family of our parish is renting their Tuscan villa as a hol-

iday home for people seeking peace and quiet in a beautiful rural 

setting.  An old stone house dating back to 1800 sympathetically 

restored,  is set high on a hill with stunning views of the Arno val-

ley beneath, complete with vineyards and olive groves.  It is with-

in easy reach of Florence, Arezzo and Siena, with the picturesque 

village of Loro Cuiffena only 2.5 kms away providing excellent lo-

cal cuisine. The house sleeps up to 8. For more information, 

please go to www.rondonivilla-tuscany.co.uk , email rondonivil-

la@gmail.com or call Riccardo on  07805 333 613.      

  

  

http://www.rondonivilla-tuscany.co.uk
mailto:rondonivilla@gmail.com
mailto:rondonivilla@gmail.com
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Bubsy Pre-School Ltd  

           Early Education Provider for children aged 2 – 5 years old 

             Business Address 

    Bubsy Pre School Ltd 

             Beacon Community Centre 

    Scott Crescent 

    Harrow, HA2 0TY 

 Telephone Number: 020 8432 9629 

              Email: Info@BubsyPreSchool.Org 

 Website: WWW.BUBSYPRESCHOOL.ORG 

Register before 1st December and pay no registration 

fee-  normally £35. 

15 hours of free education for all eligible 2 to 5 year olds. 
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 THE ANGELUS BELL  
 
 

This must sound very old fashioned but I am lying in 
bed in Italy listening to the Angelus bell tolling out over 
the valley.  The bell rings out three times a day, morn-
ing, noon and evening.  Unless there is something 
planned, I just continue to lie there thinking, meditating 
or even trying to get back to sleep but the day starts 
early in the country and most people, shops and mar-
kets are beginning their work. 
  
The noon bell is critical.  Italy lays down its tools and 
most people sit down for that all important lunchtime 
meal.  However, I am often reminded of the beautiful 
1857 painting by Jean Francois Millet of two peasants 
standing in a field with heads bowed humbly praying 
the Angelus. 
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I turn over and reach for my phone but there is no signal, no 
WiFi, and, therefore, no Facebook.  I thought I might sort out 
my suitcase for my return in some manner to appease British 
Airways.  Well I had done a lot of walking the past few days 
so can’t be bothered to walk to the next village to get fresh 
food.  I intended anyway to do the two mile trek after lunch 
and visit my 100 year old cousin and 87 year old priest both 
in the same convent residential home. 

 
Shall I get up?  I had sat chatting with my cousin outside on 
the terrace the night before in the warm night air until the 
early hours listening both to the silence and the occasional 
hoot of an owl.  The bell was still tolling together now with 
the bell calling the Poor Clares in a nearby monastery and 
every church clock bell around the valley now joined in.  I im-
agined the Holy Father in Piazza San Pietro at midday from 
his balcony beginning the recitation “Angelus Domini nun-
tiavit Mariae……………………..” and suddenly understood 
what the bells were saying to everyone – “Get up beloved 
and come and love me, mass is starting and I am waiting for 
you”. 
 
Teresa Arrigo 
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 The Day I Got Lost 

(A short story) 

By Alwen Christhuthananther   (aged 10) 

 
It was a windy day in autumn.  I was just walking to Sainsbury’s with Sara, my 
owner, when I caught sight of a blue bouncing ball which was being thrown by a 
tall man to his son.  He must have thrown it with rage because it flew for miles.  I 
couldn’t resist running after it. The ball seemed to have landed in the woods.  
Quickly, I dashed under the beech trees.  I felt the branches touching my face 
like the hands of a wicked witch. 
 
Then suddenly I turned.  I had forgotten the way back!  I was terrified.  No, petri-
fied.  I had neither found Sara nor the ball.  Where was I?  I searched behind the 
bushes.  I searched beside the lake.  I searched behind the oak trees, but no sign 
of Sara!  Feeling very sad, I slowly wandered on.  Out of nowhere, I saw a lamp-
post;  its lights shining between the beech trees.  Pinner! 
 
Finally, I slipped under the bushes and made my way to Pinner.  Now I just had 
to find Sara.  I looked down street after street, but she was nowhere to be 
found. 
 
Some hours later, I saw  her  -  where I last left her.  She stood there, crying.  
However, when I sprinted towards her, she wiped away her tears with a tissue 
and started stroking my thick black fur. 
 
Next, we got home and snuggled beside the warm fire;  sitting near the grey 
sofa.  Sara was drinking her hot chocolate and I was lapping water, thinking to 
myself with horror where I could have been sleeping to-
night – in cold damp leaves? 
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Parish Women’s Group      

Book Evening 

 

On the evening of Thursday, 12th October, the Parish Women’s 

Group discussed ‘The Invention of Wings’ by Sue Monk Kidd.  

This proved to be one of the best discussions the group has had 

about a book.  Structure, expression, themes and characterisa-

tion were well and truly covered. 

The novel, set in the 1800s, allows readers to share the experi-

ence of two girls/women, growing up at a time when slavery 

was legal in the southern states of the U.S.A.   However, the sto-

ry is not only concerned with racial prejudice, but broaches the 

subjects of religious prejudice and suppression of women dur-

ing the era.  It was agreed, by all present, that ‘The invention of 

Wings’ is a book well worth reading.  

In addition, the group enjoyed light refreshments whilst recom-

mending other books. It can be safely said that the evening was 

most enjoyable. 

Indeed, the Parish Women’s Group welcomes all women and 

their friends to their meetings.  These are generally held on the 

second Thursday of each month during term time. We look for-

ward to the next one in November – a talk about Elspeth’s trip 

to Peru. 
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Titles of those books recommended 

 

‘Small Great Things’ by Jodi Picoult 
‘Snow Falling on Cedars’ by David Gutterson 
‘The Help’ by Kathryn Stockett 
‘The Good Women of China: Hidden Voices” by Xinran 
‘The Other Boleyn Sister’ by Philippa Gregory 
‘Girl with a Pearl Earring’ by Tracy Chevalier 
‘Deadly Election’ by Lindsey Davis  (& other titles in Flavia Alba detective series 
‘Amy Snow’ by Tracy Rees 
‘The Rosie Project’ by Graham Simsion 
‘The Rosie Effect’ by Graham Simsion 
‘All Bright Places’ by Jennifer Niven 
‘Camino Island’ by John Grisham 
‘The Light Between Oceans’ by M.L. Stedman 
‘The Hundred Year Old Man Who Jumped Out of a Window and Disappeared’ 
by Jonas Jonasson 
The Simon Serallier detective novels by Susan Hill 
‘The Secret Life of Bees’ by Sue Monk Kidd 
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Guess who? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you said Dylan, then you are wrong.  Meet Eddie, 

Dylan's double!  He lives on the island of Ithaca, 

Greece. I  was certainly surprised when I got off the 

ferry from Kefalonia and spotted him on the quay! 

His owner reassured me that he has never been to 

England, so no relation. 

Barbara Towell 
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The Unforgettable Experience 

(A short story) 

By Arutsigka Christhuthananther  (aged 13) 

 
The grandfather clock chimed ten past nine.  It felt as if it was hours from the 
New Year.  Grandma was telling me all about her Christmases and New Years 
in Sri Lanka.  “Here in England, Priya, the holiday season tends to be chilly and 
wintry, but in Sri Lanka it’s always hot and sunny.  Grandpa and I would go to 
midnight mass at both Christmas and New Year.  The following day we would 
spend time with friends and close family...” 
  
Grandpa however, was watching a film on the TV and barely listening to our 
conversation as Grandma continued her description of the past.  I peered out 
of the window where I saw blankets of dark sky filled with twinkling stars.  
The wind had caught the snowflakes, falling diagonally onto the ground.  
Christmas lights lit up the lampposts.  It was all so beautiful. 
 
“Priya, let’s go to the attic!” 
“Okay, Grandma!” 
“Grandpa will finish watching the movie while we can get out and look at the 
old photo albums.” 
 
A little frightened, I kicked away the spider webs once the attic door opened, 
and soon found myself stepping over a teddy bear with one golden eye.  It 
looked quite dead!  I then stared stunned, at a box of my childhood short 
stories that Grandma had kept all these years.  But no photo albums to be 
found.  Where could they be? 
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Suddenly I felt a stream of air rushing through the broken pane in the attic 
window.  Crash!  What could that be?  No!  It can’t be, I said to myself.  The 
attic door had slammed shut!   “No problem,” I said after a while, “I’ve got 
my phone, Grandma.  We can call Grandpa!  He will come and open it.” 
I reached for my pocket.  It wasn’t there!  Where had I left it?  “First the 
door and now my phone!”  
 
Apprehensively, we sat on some old stools and Grandma said, “Oh, Grand-
pa!  Knowing him, he’ll be asleep by now.  He sleeps like a log and may not 
wake up until morning and so won’t notice we aren’t there.” 
“So does that mean we will be here all night in this freezing cold?” 
“I’m afraid so, dear.” 
 
I checked my watch.  Just about able to see its face in the shadows from the 
moon’s light coming through the window.   Ten to midnight.  
“Oh dear!   No champagne for us this year!” Grandma exclaimed.  “But 
maybe we will be able to see fireworks from the window.” 
 
At that moment... Guess what?  In the dim light, I saw a flashing glow be-
side the attic door.  Slowly, I walked to it, picked it up...and heard my 
friend’s New Year’s message.  I must have dropped it as we climbed up 
through the door.  Relieved, I immediately rang Grandpa, asking him to 
push open the attic door and release us from this prison.  Simultaneously, I 
heard the chiming bells from the village church...it was midnight! 
 
Finally, we were released!  “Happy New Year everyone!” I screamed. 
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World Day of Prayer of the Poor 

Homily by Fr Shaun on 19th November 

2017 

In today’s scripture the relationship between the perfect wife, her 

husband and her community is described. We are told that the 

perfect wife holds out her hand to the poor.  But in these non-

binary days it is not only the wife who is called to stand in solidari-

ty with the poor but all of us.  And so at the behest of Pope Francis 

we gather this weekend to commemorate this first World Day of 

Solidarity and Prayer with and for the Poor.  

The wife in the first reading was a Jew and as a person of faith I am 

constantly amazed by the different faith traditions which consti-

tute a major part of our society.  Make no mistake, despite the sec-

ularist agenda faith is Britain is alive and well.  

Here in the borough in which we live, you will find people of faith, 

people who meet together to worship regularly.   Hindus and Mus-

lims, Catholics and Jews.  Those representing the various branches 

of the reformed protestant traditions, and many others too numer-

ous to mention.  The genius of the society in which we live is that 

we have learned to value difference.  This has been a long and hard 

fought battle and it is one which we keep on having to fight, be-

cause we have to value difference not just tolerate it if we wish to 

continue to live in a healthy, open and accepting society. 
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In our own tradition we experienced the loss of our social and 

cultural identity.  By remaining faithful to our beliefs, Roman 

Catholics were thought of and treated as outsiders for hun-

dreds of years after the Reformation.  But slowly we re-built 

relationships.  How was this achieved?  By taking a risk, by ask-

ing questions, by forming relationships and by getting to know 

one another again.  It is true that we have not been able to find 

common doctrinal ground with other Christians.  But, we have 

learned to respect and honour one another. A great example of 

this has been seen recently, as the contribution that Martin Lu-

ther made to reformation thought has been praised by all sec-

tors of the Christian family. 

So, if we are able to acknowledge our differences to live with 

them and to even value them it seems that there is also a drive 

to find those places where the power of our traditions can work 

together for the good of society.  That which we might call the 

Common Good. 

Over the last year or so my life has become incredibly enriched 

by the work that I have been doing with Harrow Citizens.  Har-

row Citizens is part of Citizens UK, which is an organisation 

which champions Community Organising.  Being organised as a 

community happens when we take the risk of building Relation-

al Alliances, and when we find the courage to say to one anoth-

er. “What is it that makes you angry about the society in which 

we live?” 
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There will be many answers to such a question. But today I am 

asking what makes you angry? What are the issues that you 

think affect our lives as citizens of this borough 

SOCIAL HOUSING 
MENTAL HEALTH 
LONELINESS 
WASTE AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
LOW PAY 
SAFETY 
CARE OF THE ELDERLY 
PARENTING AND CHILD CARE 
REFUGEES 
OTHER 

The list could go on and on. But when we talk to each other 

about those things which really disturb us and which make us 

angry we find a sense of common purpose and the courage to 

stand together and to take action. 

That’s why you have given a counter and after this homily I am 

going to ask you to vote on one of the issues I have highlight-

ed.  The issues come from a list drawn up by faith leaders who 

have been listening and dialoguing with each other over this 

past year. 

Now you may say the problems that we face are insurmounta-

ble.  I would disagree and I’ll tell you why, because each of us 

has the potential to be activists and this potential helps us to 

adhere to those principles which ensure our democratic free-

dom.  But we have to remember that  democracy is not  
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just a given.  It is something that has to be fought for continually 

and through community organising.  By standing together there 

is the potential for more people to have more influence by hold-

ing those with power to account. We do this by listening, by 

identifying issues and by developing strategies and actions 

which demand change. 

Am I being naïve?  Well, let history speak.  Many of you will 

know the name Rosa Parks, an African American woman, who 

grew up in the era of racial segregation in the Southern United 

States. In 1955 she refused to give up her seat on the bus so a 

white man could sit down.  This lead to the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott which lasted for 381 days and which spurred a young 

minister called Martin Luther to head up the Montgomery Im-

provement Association.  It was this action which gave birth to 

the Civil Rights movement. 

You would be mistaken if you thought that Rosa’s action was 

just an inspired moment when one woman said, ‘No, this is 

wrong’.  Rosa was able to take her action because for 10 years 

she had been secretary of the National Association for the Ad-

vancement of Coloured people. She had trained as a civil rights 

activist at Highlander Folk School and it was she who with the 

encouragement of others took on the establishment and won. 

Let me tell you another story.  This time a little closer to home.  

In 2003 Abdul Durrant took a job as a night cleaner at the HSBC 

headquarters in Canary Wharf.  He was a good employee and 

was trusted, and so one of his jobs was to clean the office of the 
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Chair of the Board, a man called Sir John Bond.  Abdul came face-

to-face with the inequality of our capitalist system and so he got 

involved in the London Communities Organisation - part of Citi-

zens UK.  Together with other members they decided to buy some 

shares in the bank and when it came to the time for the share-

holders meeting Abdul went along.  Not as a cleaner but as a 

shareholder.  At that meeting Abdul stood up and introduced him-

self to Sir John, who had just been awarded a salary of two million 

pounds a year and Abdul told Sir John who he was and what he 

did for a living, he then asked Sir John if he could imagine what it 

was like to try to survive on £4.50 an hour. 

This action was reported on by the press who had been tipped off 

by Citizens UK and it sparked the beginning of the living wage 

campaign which has lifted so many people out of poverty. 

So yes, the challenges which we face are huge, but together, by 

employing relevant methods and strategies, we can own that 

power which is simply our capacity to do something to effect 

change. 

What is the alternative?  To simply be passive onlookers, to sink 

into that sea of discontent which encourages lack of trust and 

which gives birth to the unscrupulous manipulation of the social 

order. 

By standing together we have the potential to build a new popu-

lism and to become effective citizens and, in doing so, we take up 

that role which we were always meant to have, co-creators with 

the God who made all that we know and who wishes that we 

should share in His good things with our brothers and sisters.  
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Today in the Catholic Church Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has 

asked us to be with the poor, to relieve their sufferings and to 

pray with them.  Hence the simple action that we are taking to-

day in support of those people who use the local food bank.  But 

such mercy actions only go part of the way. 

Reflecting on poverty Pope Francis says, “Poverty means having 

a humble heart that accepts our creaturely limitations and sin-

fulness and thus enables us to overcome the temptation to feel 

omnipotent and immortal. Poverty instead creates the condi-

tions for freely shouldering our personal and social responsibili-

ties, despite our limitations, with trust in God’s closeness and 

the support of his grace. 

Poverty, understood in this way, is the yardstick that allows us 

to judge how best to use material goods and to build relation-

ships that are neither selfish nor possessive." 

In opening our hand to the poor we must refuse to put the pol-

luted food of selfishness on the altar of God.  Instead let us love 

the Lord our God and our neighbour as our self.  Let us pray that 

we will overcome our hesitation and fearfulness so that we 

might courageously stand together and through our actions sing 

forever of the love of the Lord by challenging those structures 

which seek to oppress the weakest in society. We can do this by 

getting involved with Harrow Citizens and the list of forthcoming 

meetings is on our email which most of you have received. 
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Forthcoming dates for future Citizens meetings are as follows 

 

13th December, Delegates Assembly 

7-8:45pm, Mosaic Synagogue, 39 Bessborough Rd, HA1 3BS 

30th January 2018, Issues Workshop 

7-8.45pm, The Parish Hall, St John Fisher Church, Imperial 

Close, HA2 7LW 

SINGALONG CONCERT 

The St. John Fisher “Young-at-Heart” Choir held their 

second Singalong Concert in the Parish Centre on Sat-

urday, 7th October 2017. 

The music had a Latino / Italian theme and included 

favourite songs such as Uma Paloma Blanca, Besame 

Mucho, You Belong To My Heart, Spanish Eyes, La 

Cucaracha, Y Viva Espana, O Sole Mio, Santa Lucia, 

Que Sera Sera, Quando, Quando, Quando and Funicu-

li, Funicula.  These were interspersed with solo items 

from choir members.    
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During the interval, tea, coffee and a variety of deli-

cious home-made cakes were served.  There was also 

the mandatory raffle with fourteen prizes. 

More than seventy people attended the concert and sang 

to their hearts’ content. Special thanks are due to Agnes 

Lee who organised the event, also to Neville Bayross 

for the selection of music.  A total of £701.73 was 

raised for church funds. 

Neil Cocking – accompanist 
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Group Contact 
Name 

Telephone 
Number 

Email Ad-
dress 

1:1 Club Gail Williams 020 8202 3999 gail-
williams@rcdo

Altar Servers The Presby-
tery 

  
020 8868 7531 

  
harrown-
orth@rcdow.o
rg.uk 

Baptism/Communion/
Confirmation 
Marriage Prep/
Children’s Liturgy/Sat 
Classes/RCIA 

Kay O’Con-
nor 

  
020 8429 5682 

  
kayocon-
nor@rcdow.or
g.uk 

Bethany Group/Church 
Cleaning  
     

Alison Jack-
son 
 

020 8427 2910 
  
 

alisonjack-
son2000@hot
mail.com 

 

Coffee Morning 
  

Deirdre Dee-
ley 

    
deirdredee-
ley@aol.com 

Counters  Claudia 
McHugh 

 020 8429 5681 claudiam-
chugh@rcdow
.org.uk 

Ecumenical Diocesan 
Rep  

   

Faith Sharing (3 groups)

   
   
   
  

Tony 
McWilliams 
 
 
Clare Finney 
Neville Bay-
ross 

  
020 8868 3205 
 
 
020 8427 7870 
  
020 8863 8876 

mcwilliams-
ma@hotmail.c
o.uk 

Claire21290@
gmail.com 

PARISH CONTACT LIST 

mailto:harrownorth@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:harrownorth@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:harrownorth@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:kayoconnor@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:kayoconnor@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:kayoconnor@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:alisonjackson2000@hotmail.com
mailto:alisonjackson2000@hotmail.com
mailto:alisonjackson2000@hotmail.com
mailto:deirdredeeley@aol.com
mailto:deirdredeeley@aol.com
mailto:ena.bocarro@talktalk.net
mailto:ena.bocarro@talktalk.net
mailto:ena.bocarro@talktalk.net
mailto:mcwilliamsma@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mcwilliamsma@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mcwilliamsma@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:FinnClai@aol.com
mailto:FinnClai@aol.com
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Finance Com-
mittee  

   
  

Mike Parkin-
son 

020 8426 0066 
07801 737796 

vanfriday@yahoo.co.uk 

Flower Arrang-
ers   

Ann French 020 8868 5163   

Knights of St 
Columba 
  
  

Peter Quin-
ton 

  
020 8866 5066 

p.quinton398@btintern
et.com 

Music  
  

   
  
     
  
  

   
  

   
  

Pat 
McWilliams 
Jan Mac-
Donald 
Julien Mel-
ville   
Barbara and 
John Towell 

  
020 8868 3205 
 
020 84290954  
 
020 8422 0826      

mcwilliamspatri-
cia@hotmail.com 

janmacdon-
ald10@hotmail.com 
  
julienmel-
ville@talktalk.net 

(See Parish Women’s 
Group/1:1 Club) 

Parish Council
  
   

Neil Cocking 07850 790747 neilcock-
ing@outlook.com 

  

Parish Wom-
en’s Group  

Barbara 
Towell  

  
020 8866 6665 

  
barbara-
towell@sky.com 

mailto:vanfriday@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:p.quinton398@btinternet.com
mailto:p.quinton398@btinternet.com
mailto:mcwilliamspatricia@hotmail.com
mailto:mcwilliamspatricia@hotmail.com
https://webmail.rcdow.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=4c6374b4ee4e48fe80eb8a8a3c164be9&URL=mailto%3ajanmacdonald10%40hotmail.com
https://webmail.rcdow.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=4c6374b4ee4e48fe80eb8a8a3c164be9&URL=mailto%3ajanmacdonald10%40hotmail.com
https://webmail.rcdow.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=4c6374b4ee4e48fe80eb8a8a3c164be9&URL=mailto%3ajulienmelville%40talktalk.net
https://webmail.rcdow.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=4c6374b4ee4e48fe80eb8a8a3c164be9&URL=mailto%3ajulienmelville%40talktalk.net
mailto:johnbilliet@virginmedia.com
mailto:johnbilliet@virginmedia.com
mailto:barbaratowell@sky.com
mailto:barbaratowell@sky.com
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Readers/
Eucharis-
tic Minis-
ters  

Mary Evans 020 8868 2884 mar-
yjeffevans@gmail.com 

SJF Ladies 
Club 
 
  

Teresa Arri-
go  

 020 8427 3063  t.arrigo@icloud.com 

Social 
Club 
 
 
  

Jerome Le 
Forestier 

07721 788000 jeromeleforesti-
er@gmail.com 

SVP 
 
 
  

Tony 
McWilliams 

 020 8868 3205  mcwilliamsma@hotmail.
co.uk 

Tai Chi 
 
 
 
 
  

Barbara 
Towell 

 020 8866 6665 barbaratowell@sky.com 

Traidcraft 
Stall 
 
 
  

Elspeth 
Everitt 

   elspeth.everitt@talktalk
.net 

Welcome 
Rota 
  

Sue Moriarty 020 8868 0473 suemoriarty@sky.com 

It would be appreciated if any changes are notified to 

one of the editors so that these pages can  

be kept up-to-date. 

mailto:maryjeffevans@gmail.com
mailto:maryjeffevans@gmail.com
mailto:mcwilliamsma@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mcwilliamsma@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:barbaratowell@sky.com
mailto:elspeth.everitt@talktalk.net
mailto:elspeth.everitt@talktalk.net
mailto:suemoriarty@sky.com
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 ANSWERS TO CHRISTMAS QUIZ 

 

1. Holiday Inn 

2. The Netherlands 

3. False 

4. We Wish You A Merry Christmas 

5. Sugar Plums 

6. Mistletoe 

7. Jacob Marley 

8. James Woodforde 

9. Indian Ocean 

10. North America 
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“The Last Word.”  It’s a strange old title for a word from 

the parish priest. True, it comes at the end of the parish 

magazine.  So in terms of placement the title is fairly de-

scriptive if not to say accurate.  Nevertheless, I have al-

ways been pretty uncomfortable about it.  I guess that’s 

because the ”Last Word” may give the impression that I 

want to have the last word on everything and this 

speaks of a desire to be in control. 

 

Life teaches us that we are rarely in control of things. 

We may think that we are, but the reality is that we are 

usually participants in an unfolding story that will affect 

our lives and our relationships.  The art of living well, it 

seems to me, is to be able to respond creatively to the 

challenges and opportunities that life brings us.  So we 

depart from having to have the last word - to be in con-

trol, so as to be open to dialogue, mutual sharing and 

understanding the complexity of each other’s lives. 

THE LAST WORD 
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As I prepare for Christmas I hear that wonderful phrase 

from the prologue to St John’s Gospel echo in my mind.  

“The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.”  This 

wasn’t the last word, but the first word.  The word spo-

ken by God, the word that invites us to go beyond our-

selves, the word that encourages us to accept the reality 

of Jesus into our hearts.  

 

We pray that our lives might be entrusted to the Lord 

and that we may grow in the knowledge that God loves 

us and cares for us. God’s first word and his last word are 

one and the same.  That word is Love, that word is Jesus.  

May you all know the dynamism and power of God’s love 

for you, so that like his Son, each of us may be filled with 

“grace and truth.” 

 

 


