St John Fisher Roman Catholic Church
80 Imperial Close, North Harrow, HA2 7LW, 020 8868 7531
www.stjohnfisheronline.org.uk
Parish Priest: Fr. Shaun Middleton, 020 8429 5684, shaunmiddleton@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Catechist: Kay O’Connor, 020 8429 5682, kayoconnor@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Administrator: Claudia McHugh, 020 8429 5681, claudiamchugh@rcdow.org.uk (Mon-Wed-Fri 9.30am-1.30pm)

12th March 2017 ~ Second Sunday of Lent Year A

We Welcome…
People of All Faiths and Cultures
Divorced or Separated Persons
Families with Children
Those in Loving Relationships
Those in Difficulty
Married Couples
Single Persons
Those in Recovery
Travellers from Far and Near
Widows and Widowers
Visitors

We Seek…
To live the Gospel of Jesus Christ
To Gather the Community and Tell the Story
To Sing and Make Music to the Lord
To Break the Bread and Share the Cup

We Celebrate…
Diversity
A spirit of hospitality
The unity that God wills
Enlightening those who seek God
Forming small faith communities
Reaching out to alienated Catholics
Reverencing the dignity of each person
Caring for the needs of the less fortunate
Empowering Christians to realise their call
Providing a spiritual Oasis
Honouring an understanding among all faiths
Nurturing our gifts and sharing them

Peter was not alone among the
disciples in recoiling from the
Cross. However, the memory of
Jesus’s transfiguration gave him
a profound hope, for he writes:
“We did not follow cleverly
devised myths when we made
known to you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but we had been eyewitnesses of
his majesty. For he received
honour and glory from God the
Father when that voice was
conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son,
my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ We ourselves heard
this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy
mountain.” (2 Peter 1:16-18). This for Peter, was an experience
that would give him the resources to endure the trials he would
be called to face in the future. It would help him to learn the
lessons of the Cross, and to open himself to acceptance of it in
every facet of his being.
Truly it was good for Peter to have been there, in the presence of
the transfigured Lord. On the holy mountain Peter personally
encountered the Law and the Prophets, those great symbols of
hope for God’s people that were not a fulfilment themselves, but
are fulfilled by Christ and his embracing of the Cross. For us, it is
good that we are here, in this graced season of Lent. Through selfdenial, we encounter the fleeting goodness of the world, and
receive the opportunity to reach for an eternal reality. We do so
secure in the knowledge and experience of God’s goodness, and
with a profound insight into the depth of his love for us.
All of our experience of passing joys and sorrows points to the
reality that we will have our own encounter with death. The
Christian life sets out to prepare us for that encounter. The
disciples saw the glory and the majesty of God on that high
mountain, but there is still a way to go for us. You and I still have
time until our encounter with the fullness of God’s presence; so
until that time it is good to be here, there’s plenty more to
discover, and learn.

Mass Times & Intentions
th

Saturday 11 March 2017 (First Mass of Sunday)
18.00 Breda Linnane (Anniv), Margarete Bartocha RIP
th
ND
Sunday 12 – 2 SUNDAY OF LENT
08.30 Vincent Keating RIP
10.00 Franco Giannotti RIP
11.30 People of the Parish
th
Monday 13 – Lent feria
09.30 Betty Carlin
th
Tuesday 14 – Lent feria
09.30 Willie Joe Caplice
th
Wednesday 15 – Lent feria
19.00 Maisie Browne RIP
th
Thursday 16 – Lent feria
09.30 Nancy Murphy RIP
th
Friday 17 – ST PATRICK, Bishop, Patron of Ireland
09.30 Tess Healy RIP
10.00 Stations of the Cross
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sat 17.15-17.45
Please keep the sick in your prayers. A list of sick parishioners is
displayed on the notice board at the back of the Church.
(SVP If you or your sick relative could benefit from a visit from the
St Vincent de Paul Society, please ring either Katherine on 020
8868 8512 or Tony on 020 8868 3205.)
Recently Deceased, Brian Mulkerrins.
Pray Also For Breda Linnane, Kathleen Hayes, Derrick Mitchell,
Delores Atkins, Catherine Cattigan, Joan Howard, Brenda
O’Hanlon, John Forde, Giuseppe Marcellini, Milly Yarwood,
Frederick Sutherland, John Cahill, Norma Mesquita, Veronica
Marzollini, (baby) Melissa Ferreira, Ann Devine, Eric McCarthy,
Margaret McKenna, Sophie Swidzinska, Margaret Enright,
Michael Wlodarczyk, Ernesto Placencia, Wijdan Marji, Jason
Moore-Martin, Ted Finn and Maria Magdolna Braun whose
anniversaries occur at this time.
Confirmation 2018 If you are currently in school year 8 or above
and would like to be Confirmed in May 2018 you are invited to
come to an information meeting to find out more. To attend this
meeting you must see Kay after Mass to register.
Theology on Tap – “The Death of Jesus” This time we explore the
great mystery of the death of God’s son. Why did he die? What
are the implications of the way that we think about God as a
loving Father if he allowed the death of his only son? How has
our theology of salvation developed from our experience of the
death of Christ? We will think about all these issues at our next
nd
Theology on Tap which will take place on Wednesday, 22 March
2017 at 7.30pm in the Social Club.
Lenten Penance Service Our service of penance and
th
reconciliation with absolution will take place on Monday, 10
April at 8.00pm. This is a wonderful way to prepare to celebrate
the Easter mystery.
Lent Lunch Churches in North Harrow arrange to serve a light
lunch at 12 noon on Saturdays during Lent. These raise money for
St. Luke’s Hospice who rely on voluntary contributions, as they
th
have little NHS support. Dates as follows: March 18 St Georges,
st
th
Pinner View; April 1 Elmfield Church, Imperial Drive; April 8 St
Alban’s Church, The Ridgeway, Hall entrance and car park
Norwood Drive. There is no charge for the meal, just a box on the
table for your donation. All welcome.

Lent Talks Churches Together have a series of talks at North
Harrow Methodist Church, Pinner Road, North Harrow on
th
st
th
Tuesdays 14 , 21 and 28 March at 8.00pm. The speaker is Rev
Dr Chris Wright. For more info please see flyers in the porch.
Traidcraft food stall this weekend To celebrate Fairtrade
Fortnight there are some samples to taste at the stall in the
porch. Real Easter Eggs (with an Easter story booklet) and cards
are also on sale or can be ordered by emailing
sjftraidcraft@gmail.com. Buying just one item (some for less
than £1) is a practical way to show that you care that producers
are fairly paid for their work.
nd

Spring Coffee Morning – 2 April 2017 Please keep the above
date free to come into the hall after 10am and 11.30am mass, to
meet up with your fellow parishioners for a while and make new
friends. A very warm welcome awaits you, so don't be shy. There
will be a selection of homemade savoury and sweet snacks to go
with your coffee, tea and juice. Raffle prizes will be on display in
st
nd
the porch after all masses on 1 April and 2 April, so please
support us by buying tickets, £1 a strip, even if you can't attend
the coffee morning, as all proceeds will go to our parish debt.
Donations of raffle prizes can be left at the Parish House.
Bethany Group The next meeting for members will be on
th
Thursday, 16 March at 7.30pm.
th

Knitting Group will meet on Friday, 24 March at 2pm in the
Fisher Room. All donations of wool will be very welcome which
can be dropped off in the presbytery.
Palm Crosses Please come and help the SJF Ladies Club make
th
crosses from the palm leaves on Thursday, 6 April at 2pm in the
Fisher Room. Please bring scissors. Tea/coffee provided.
th

Harrow Citizens Community Organising Training On Sunday, 19
March (2-5pm) in the Parish Hall of St John Fisher RC Church,
North Harrow. Paul Amuzie (Brent Community Organiser) will be
delivering some bespoke training for us over two weeks in March.
The training is exceptional. It is incredibly stimulating and
inspiring and I'd really encourage you to come if at all possible.
It's a great way to understand Community Organising from the
inside and prepare ourselves for the work to come. If you are
interested, please contact Fr. Shaun
shaunmiddleton@rcdow.org.uk.
Cardinal’s Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of
rd
Matrimony - Westminster Cathedral, Saturday 3 June 2017 at
3pm The Cardinal will be inviting to this Mass all couples in the
th
th
th
th
th
Diocese who are celebrating their 10 , 25 , 30 , 40 , 50 and
th
60 (and every year over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic
marriage in 2017. If you are celebrating an anniversary, please
contact Claudia at claudiamchugh@rcdow.org.uk / 8429 5681 by
th
Friday, 17 March 2017 with: husband and wife’s names,
wedding date, full address & email (or tel number, if no email).
Mary’s Meals is looking for warehousing space close to the A40
in the Ruislip/ Northolt/Greenford/ Hayes area. If you can help,
please contact Mirvette@forwardinfashion.nl.
Cantemus Directed by Jean Coward, will sing a Farewell concert
th
on Sunday, 26 March 2017 at 3pm at St. John Fisher Church.
Admission free.
th

CAFOD Lent Fast Day 10 March Please return your envelopes
today. Thank you for your support. If you are a taxpayer, please
remember to fill in your Gift Aid details.

