St John Fisher Roman Catholic Church
80 Imperial Close, North Harrow, HA2 7LW, 020 8868 7531
www.stjohnfisheronline.org.uk
Parish Priest: Fr. Shaun Middleton, 020 8429 5684, shaunmiddleton@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Catechist: Kay O’Connor, 020 8429 5682, kayoconnor@rcdow.org.uk
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2nd April 2017 ~ Fifth Sunday of Lent Year A

We Welcome…
People of All Faiths and Cultures
Divorced or Separated Persons
Families with Children
Those in Loving Relationships
Those in Difficulty
Married Couples
Single Persons
Those in Recovery
Travellers from Far and Near
Widows and Widowers
Visitors

We Seek…
To live the Gospel of Jesus Christ
To Gather the Community and Tell the Story
To Sing and Make Music to the Lord
To Break the Bread and Share the Cup

We Celebrate…
Diversity
A spirit of hospitality
The unity that God wills
Enlightening those who seek God
Forming small faith communities
Reaching out to alienated Catholics
Reverencing the dignity of each person
Caring for the needs of the less fortunate
Empowering Christians to realise their call
Providing a spiritual Oasis
Honouring an understanding among all faiths
Nurturing our gifts and sharing them

In the story of the raising of Lazarus Jesus shares the pain of
the grave, of the loss, and yet he seems, as Martha and Mary
point out to him, to have allowed it. His agenda is other than
ours.
This calls to mind a good story set around the time that Our
Lady was appearing to St Bernadette. Various ecclesiastics were
gathered in Lourdes to discuss the events which may have been
an apparition of our Lady; one man said, “It can’t have been
our Lady because she spoke bad grammar: you can’t say ‘I am
the Immaculate Conception’”. A pause, then an older and wiser
man said, “I’m not so sure; it seems to have run in the
family” Jesus said to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the
life”.
Jesus defies the grammar with which
we try to manage reality. The
resurrection is not simply a topic in
the philosophy of religion:
resurrection is God breaking the
limitation of our calculated life,
giving hope beyond the impasse we
have come to mistake for reality,
bringing forgiveness where the knots
of blame have tied us up, offering us
faith active in love instead of
“realism” inactive in caution.
This resurrection is made known to mourners – of whom Jesus
was one. Mourners are not satisfied with the situation; they are
not well-adjusted in a world which is askew. They cry out to a God
who seems inactive but who is not aloof from the pain of his
world, “if you had only been here these disasters would not have
happened”, and discover that there is a richer, fuller purpose in
the broken patterns of our aspiring.
But beware: this resurrection is deadly danger for Jesus and for
Lazarus. Read on in John’s gospel and you will find the stark
observation: the authorities decided to do away with Lazarus as
well, because on account of him many Jews were going over to
Jesus and putting their faith in him. Resurrection is not about
happy endings but about the triumph of the crucified one who
burst the finality of the tomb and dispensed with the graveclothes.

Holy Week

Mass Times & Intentions
st

Saturday 1 April 2017 (First Mass of Sunday)
18.00 Marie & Ernie Cromp (Anniv)
nd
TH
Sunday 2 – 5 SUNDAY OF LENT
08.30 People of the Parish
10.00 Kathleen Prendeville (Anniv)
11.30 May McDonagh (Anniv)
rd
Monday 3 – Lent feria
st
09.30 Grace Selvarajah (1 Anniv), Mr. Suruvil Antonypillai RIP,
rd
Mr. Victor Emmanuel (3 Anniv)
th
Tuesday 4 – Lent feria
09.30 Brian Mulkerrins RIP
th
Wednesday 5 – Lent feria
th
19.00 Gerard Nicholas (40 Anniv)
th
Thursday 6 – Lent feria
09.30 John Spelman RIP
th
Friday 7 – Lent feria (St John Fisher School attending)
09.30 Michael Quinn (Anniv)
10.00 Stations of the Cross
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sat 17.15-17.45
Please keep the sick in your prayers. A list of sick parishioners is
displayed on the notice board at the back of the Church.
(SVP If you or your sick relative could benefit from a visit from the
St Vincent de Paul Society, please ring either Katherine on 020
8868 8512 or Tony on 020 8868 3205.)
Recently Deceased, Judy Tyrrell, Sean Clarke, Charles Merritt.
Pray Also For Marie & Ernie Cromp, Kathleen Prendeville, May
McDonagh, Grace Selvarajah, Victor Emmanuel, Gerard Nicholas,
Michael Quinn, Avito Saldanha, Clifford Perera, Keith Bowker,
Cecil Cobb, Marian O’Dea, Darren Jones, Mary O’Sullivan,
Maureen Orogun, Victor Manuel Loja, Aldo Trombetti, Roman
Sidorowicz, Mary Reidy, Joe Walsh, Maria Teixeira, Hannah Celine
O’Brien, Sally Enwright and Nora O’Connor whose anniversaries
occur at this time.
Baptisms We welcome Zacchaeus Kasujja, Shay McGuinness and
Ellen Thomas who are being baptised in our church this weekend.
Bookkeeper - St John Fisher, Harrow North We are currently
seeking an experienced Bookkeeper to handle the parish
accounts at St John Fisher Parish, Harrow North. Hours: 10 hours
per week (preferably 2 mornings, flexible), Salary: £12 per hour,
Closing date: 6 April 2017. Full job description & application pack
at
www.rcdow.org.uk
or
apply
in
writing
to
juliedauncey@rcdow.org.uk.
Spring Coffee Morning – TODAY in the Parish Hall after 10am &
11.30am mass. There will be a selection of homemade savoury &
sweet snacks, coffee, tea and juice. Raffle prizes are on display in
the porch after all masses so please buy a ticket, £1 a strip, all
proceeds go to our parish debt.
Fairtrade stall is in the porch this weekend after 6pm and 8.30am
Mass, then in the coffee morning after 10 & 11.30am
Mass. Fairtrade 'Real' Easter eggs and a great range of other
food is available so please come and browse.
Action by Christians Against Torture are holding a meeting for
prayer and letter-writing on behalf of victims of persecution from
10-11.30 am on Wednesday 5th April at St Peter's Church,
Sumner Road, HA1 4BX. All welcome.
th

Knights of St. Columba Next meeting on Thursday, 6 April 2017
at 8pm in the Social Club.
Palm Crosses Please come and help make crosses from the palm
th
leaves on Friday, 7 April (please note new date) at 2pm in the
Fisher Room. Please bring scissors. Tea/coffee provided.

Palm Sunday

8.30am, 9.30am (see note below), 11.30am

Holy Thursday 8.00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Good Friday

9.30am
1.00pm
3.00pm
8.00pm

Morning Prayer
Children’s Stations of the Cross
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Stations of the Cross

Holy Saturday 9.30am Morning Prayer
8.00pm Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday

Mass as Normal

Easter Monday Mass at 11am
th

Palm Sunday – 9 April 10am Mass We will leave at 9.30am from
St. John Fisher Church in order to process to St. Alban’s for an
ecumenical Liturgy of the Word at 9.45am. Thereafter we will
return to St. John Fisher for Mass which will resume at the
offertory. Please make every effort to be on time and collect
your palm so that we can leave together for this special occasion.
Lenten Penance Service Our service of penance and
th
reconciliation with absolution will take place on Monday, 10
April at 8.00pm. This is a wonderful way to prepare to celebrate
the Easter mystery.
SJF Young Adults Group This is a space for all Young Adults in
their 20s and 30s to come together, get more involved in the life
of the parish and the diocese, discuss and grow in their faith.
Everyone is welcome. We meet on the first Sunday of the month
in the Fisher Room after the 11.30am Mass. Our next meeting is
today. Contact Johnpromise at promisemagnus@yahoo.com.
Facebook ‘SJF Young Adults’.
Planned Giving Envelopes 2017/2018 Envelopes are available in
the church porch for collection. If you cannot find your box or if
you would like to start using one then please write your details
on the sheet provided.
Gift Aid Please notify Antoinette Moriarty if you no longer pay
sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains
antoinettemoriarty@rcdow.org.uk.
The Pylon Summer edition 2017 Please send news items/photos
from your church groups, articles, short stories, poems, recipes,
holiday/theatre/book recommendations - anything you feel
would be of interest. We are looking for contributions from all
th
age groups. Deadline: Sunday, May 28 2017. Please email
barbaratowell@sky.com or place in pigeonhole for Barbara
Towell or Geraldine Kennedy. Thank you in advance.
Welcome Me as I Am, with support from local MIND groups and
Caritas Westminster, will be holding four workshops across the
diocese this spring. They will cover a number of topics including:
spirituality and mental health, working with common mental
health issues, and how to signpost to local support. Each day will
be tailored to the needs of the local area. There will also be time
to explore how your parish can become a welcoming community.
th
The workshops will be held at 10am-3pm at the following: 29
th
April Our Lady and St Joseph's, Kingsland; 13 May Vaughan
th
st
House; 17 June St John Fisher, North Harrow; 1 July Our Lady
Queen of Apostles, Welwyn Garden City. For more information
and to RSVP please email caritaswestminster@rcdow.org.uk.
Easter Offering In the porch you will find Easter Offering
envelopes for Fr. Shaun. These offerings support him in his
ministry here in the Parish and they will be collected over the
Masses of Easter. Thank you for your kindness and generosity at
this time.

