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15th January 2017 ~ Second Sunday of the Year A

We Welcome…
People of All Faiths and Cultures
Divorced or Separated Persons
Families with Children
Those in Loving Relationships
Those in Difficulty
Married Couples
Single Persons
Those in Recovery
Travellers from Far and Near
Widows and Widowers
Visitors

We Seek…
To live the Gospel of Jesus Christ
To Gather the Community and Tell the Story
To Sing and Make Music to the Lord
To Break the Bread and Share the Cup

We Celebrate…
Diversity
A spirit of hospitality
The unity that God wills
Enlightening those who seek God
Forming small faith communities
Reaching out to alienated Catholics
Reverencing the dignity of each person
Caring for the needs of the less fortunate
Empowering Christians to realise their call
Providing a spiritual Oasis
Honouring an understanding among all faiths
Nurturing our gifts and sharing them

John the Baptist has been described
as the parting voice of the Old
Testament and it is to the Old
Testament that we must look to
begin to understand his description
of Jesus as the Lamb of God who
takes away the sins of the world. The
lamb occupies an important place in
the story of the people of Israel. In
the first few pages of their sacred text we encounter Abel, son of Adam and
Eve, offering a lamb in sacrifice to the Lord. An atonement sacrifice of
lambs would become part of the daily ritual of the Temple in Jerusalem.
When God asks Abraham to go to one of the mountains in the land of
Moriah – perhaps the mount on which the Temple would later be built –
and offer his son Isaac as a burnt offering, the unsuspecting Isaac asks his
father ‘Where is the lamb?’ Abraham responds ‘God will provide’ – words
which only become at the close of the Old Testament when John the Baptist
points to Christ and says ‘Here is the Lamb of God’. The prophet Isaiah
speaks of a suffering servant of God, a man who would be despised and
rejected by men and wounded for the transgressions of the people. He
compares this suffering servant to a lamb that is led to the slaughter. From
the very beginning of his life, Jesus is on a trajectory that will lead to the
sacrifice of the Cross.
Jesus would be crucified on the feast of the Passover. This feast recalled the
Exodus of the people of Israel from Egypt. At the moment of their
deliverance from slavery in Egypt lambs had been slaughtered and eaten.
The blood of those lambs had been painted on the houses of the Hebrews so
that when the Lord ‘passed over’ the land of Egypt those within were kept
safe from the plague that was to be unleashed.
The yearly remembrance of Passover, which inaugurated the journey of
God’s people towards the Promised Land, still involved in Jesus's day the
slaughtering of lambs in the Temple. John the Baptist was the son of a
priest, Zechariah, who would have participated in the daily Temple sacrifice.
The blood of the Passover Lamb delivered the Israelites in Egypt from death
in Egypt. When John describes Jesus as the Lamb of God he pointed to the
definitive sacrifice that would deliver humanity from everlasting death. So
Jesus is the fulfilment of the Old Testament story. The golden thread that
had run through that story was God’s covenant relationship with his chosen
people which began when God had said 'I will be your God and you will be
my people’. Everything recounted in the Old Testament records the fortunes
of that covenant-relationship and, more importantly, looks forward to its
consummation in the advent of the Messiah, the Christ. What also becomes
clear in the story is that this Jewish Messiah, this servant of the chosen
people, would be a Saviour not just for the people of Israel, but for all
people. He would take away the sins of the world. Until he came, the task of
the chosen people of the Old Testament, as Isaiah insists in our first
reading, was to act as a light to the nations. And this task of being a light to
the nations is one that we must continue.

Mass Times & Intentions
th

Saturday 14 January 2017 (First Mass of Sunday)
18.00 Mr Eldred Mascarenhas Sr. RIP
th
ND
Sunday 15 – 2 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
08.30 Daniel & Agnes O’Sullivan (Anniv)
10.00 Mary Rodrigues (Anniv)
11.30 People of the Parish
th
Monday 16 – Feria
09.30 Leo Willig RIP
12.00 Christian Unity Service
th
Tuesday 17 – St Anthony, Abbot
09.30 Jack, Bruno & Paul Gaffney (Anniv)
th
Wednesday 18 – Feria
19.00 Anthony Fernandes RIP
th
Thursday 19 – Feria
09.30 Helen Wiggins RIP
th
Friday 20 – Feria
09.30 Luke & Angela Filan (Anniv), Eileen Power (Anniv)
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sat 17.15-17.45
Please keep the sick in your prayers. A list of sick parishioners is
displayed on the notice board at the back of the Church.
(SVP If you or your sick relative could benefit from a visit from the
St Vincent de Paul Society, please ring Katherine on 8868 8512.)
Recently Deceased, Kathleen Raisbeck, Sam Bennart, Bridget
Faherty, Bertie McNamara, Norah Stalker, Franco Gianotti, Tess
Healy.
Pray Also For Daniel & Agnes O’Sullivan, Mary Rodrigues, Jack,
Bruno & Paul Gaffney, Luke & Angela Filan, Eileen Power, Graham
Cooke, Freda Glynn, John McGovern, Ron Press, Ellen Deely, Nora
Mackie, Ellen Breingan, Larry Gibbons, Julia Moran, Flora
Buhagiar, William Quinn, John Twomey, Bridget Walsh, William
Enwright, Kitty O’Connor and Annette Motley whose
anniversaries occur at this time.

from Mary’s Meals will be here for their annual collection. Put
clothing/bedding into tied sacks and bring them to Mass where
the charity will be here to pick them up until 11.30am Mass.
Please do not bring clothes before this date as we have nowhere
to store them. Mary’s Meals is a charity that sets up school
feeding programmes in communities where poverty and hunger
prevent children from gaining an education.
St John Fisher Social Club Membership subscriptions for 2017 are
now due and can be renewed during club opening hours. Our
th
AGM is on Sunday, 5 February at 7.30pm in the small hall.
St. John Fisher Women's Group invites you to a talk by Mary
th
Evans about her trip to India on Thursday, 9 February at 8pm in
the small hall/ Fisher Room of the Parish Centre. Cost £1. A
voluntary contribution of a bottle or Indian finger food/snacks to
share would be gratefully appreciated. We look forward to seeing
you, your family and friends at what promises to be a most
interesting and enjoyable evening. For further details contact
barbaratowell@sky.com.
Mass with Anointing of the Sick in Westminster Cathedral,
th
Saturday 11 February 2017 at 2.00pm The Sacrament of the
Sick will be administered during the Mass by the bishops and
priests. If you or the person you are accompanying will be
attending in a wheelchair please contact Claudia on 020 8429
th
5681 by Friday, 27 January 2017. See poster in the porch.
Parnells Minor Gaelic Football Club Winter Training starts
th
Friday, 20 January 2017 @ Cedars Community Centre. Boys and
Girls of all ages and abilities welcome. Training every Friday 6pm 7pm. For further info see poster in porch.

Baptisms We welcome Elaine Pereira Da Paz who is being
baptised in our church this weekend.

Parish 100 Club The 100 club is a wonderful way to support the
parish and fundraise so that we can pay for the new sanctuary.
Forms are available from the wall rack by the right hand side
notice board in the porch. Please could parishioners who pay
yearly make their next contribution of £60 in order to be included
in any future lottery draws. Cheques payable to “St John Fisher
RC Church”. You’ve got to be in it to win it!

Our Weekly Newsletter is now sent out by email. If you have not
given us your email details then please subscribe by following this
link http://eepurl.com/coXHxD.

Parish 100 Club Draw – December 2016 Winners: 1 prize £125
nd
rd
Lucy Mulvaney , 2 prize £70 Jocelyne Phiniefs , 3 prize £50
Teresa Arrigo.

Bishop’s Visitation Our area bishop John Sherrington will make a
th
th
visitation to the parish on the weekend of 25 /26 February
2017. More details to follow.

Crib Offerings Thank you for your generous donations. £700.56
was raised which will go towards the work of the Catholic
Children’s Society (Westminster).

Theology on Tap - Holy Mother! What is the Church? On
th
Wednesday, 18 January 2017 at 7.30pm in the Social Club. We
all think about the Church in different ways, Mother, Institution,
Herald of the Gospel. But what has informed our thinking and
how do we understand the Church?

CARITAS ‘Tiny Tim’ Appeal Thank you so much for taking part in
providing Christmas presents for prisoner’s children. Through
your generosity you made sure prisoners’ children received a
Christmas present from their mum or dad. This helps to maintain
and strengthen family relationships, which are proven to reduce
re-offending.
Senior Citizens Christmas Lunch Please sign up if you would like
to come. It is a great chance to get together over a good meal
and to meet some of our young people who will be delighted to
th
help out on that day. On Sunday, 29 January 2017 at 12.30pm
in the Parish Hall. All replies to be returned to the presbytery by
th
Sunday, 15 January.

The Fairtrade Food stall is open in the porch after all masses this
weekend. There is a good range of products, including tea,
coffee & dried fruits, etc.
Prayers for Christian Unity A short service with prayers takes
place in our churches at Noon followed by a light lunch, starting
th
th
here at St John Fisher on Monday 16 January; Tues 17 North
th
Harrow Methodist church; Wed no meeting; Thurs 19 St
th
st
George's; Fri 20 Elmfield; Sat 21 St Alban's. You will be warmly
welcomed and enjoy lunch with other Christians.
Bethany Group The next meeting for members will be on
th
Thursday, 19 January at 7.30pm.
Mary’s Meals Save all your old clothes and bedding (no duvets or
th th
pillows please) because on 4 /5 February 2017 representatives

st

NAME.................................................. TEL NO................................
ADDRESS..........................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
Please state clearly if you require transport.
TRANSPORT REQUIRED YES/NO

