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18th December 2016 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent Year A

We Welcome…
People of All Faiths and Cultures
Divorced or Separated Persons
Families with Children
Those in Loving Relationships
Those in Difficulty
Married Couples
Single Persons
Those in Recovery
Travellers from Far and Near
Widows and Widowers
Visitors

We Seek…
To live the Gospel of Jesus Christ
To Gather the Community and Tell the Story
To Sing and Make Music to the Lord
To Break the Bread and Share the Cup

We Celebrate…
Diversity
A spirit of hospitality
The unity that God wills
Enlightening those who seek God
Forming small faith communities
Reaching out to alienated Catholics
Reverencing the dignity of each person
Caring for the needs of the less fortunate
Empowering Christians to realise their call
Providing a spiritual Oasis
Honouring an understanding among all faiths
Nurturing our gifts and sharing them

Matthew in today’s gospel calls our
attention to the names given to the
Christ Child, Jesus a name which
means ‘God saves’ and Emmanuel,
a name that means ‘God is with us’.
These names assure us that God
comes to us to save us from our
sins – to rebuild the communion
between heaven and earth, to open
for humankind once more the way
into sharing God’s life, a life that
transcends our merely human
limits and living.
It is important that we realise, echoing the jubilee year of mercy just
ended, that God comes to us as we are, not as we’d like to be: in all our
frailties, imperfections, hurts received and inflicted, our anger, shame
and bitterness, in short in our estrangement from God and each other.
God comes to us as we are, to heal us and bring us into his peace. So, as
Paul reminds the nascent churches in Rome, we too are called to
holiness through the grace and mission we have received from the Son
through the Spirit, called to live in holiness in honour of his name, called
to be saints, manifesting God’s grace and peace through the manner of
our lives.
God is with us, God comes to us in a manner long expected and hoped
for yet in a manner that could scarcely have been anticipated. The God
who makes things new begins his salvation of humankind from its selfinflicted shipwreck in an entirely unforeseen way. Joseph, in the
annunciation receives in a dream from the where he is told not to be
afraid, a note that resounds time and again in the gospels when Jesus
demonstrates his divine power. Joseph is challenged to respond
positively to God’s saving, surprising act, to take his wife to his home.
He does so, despite his fears, his injured pride, his entirely reasonable
suspicion, in human terms, that his betrothed had betrayed him.
It is useful to compare Joseph’s response to God’s command with the
example in Isaiah’s prophecy of King Ahaz, who in effect rejects God and
abandons His ways. Ahaz’s example can be uncomfortably close to our
manner of living in the present – do we listen for God’s voice and
respond, as Joseph did, even when it seems extraordinarily challenging,
even foolish; or do we cling to our own stratagems, our cunning plans,
which will likely bring us, eventually, to disaster?
Yet the hope that the promised child brings is not so easily lost. Matthew
begins his gospel with the assurance that God is with us, Emmanuel;
and closes it with the promise of the Risen Lord to his disciples just
before he in his humanity ascends fully to God’s presence “know that I
am with you always, yes, to the close of the age”. In confidence then that
God is with us, might we risk loving each other as Jesus, Emmanuel,
showed us is possible?

Mass Times & Intentions
th

Saturday 17 December 2016 (First Mass of Sunday)
18.00 Peter Flanagan (Anniv)
th
th
Sunday 18 – 4 SUNDAY OF ADVENT
08.30 People of the Parish
10.00 Tony Crick RIP, Ryan, Crick & Moore Families RIP
11.30 Mary & Tony Mills (Anniv)
th
Monday 19 – Advent feria
09.30 Mrs. Catherine Mariasoosai
th
Tuesday 20 – Advent feria
09.30 Tony Crick RIP, Ryan, Crick & Moore Families RIP
st
Wednesday 21 – Advent feria
19.00 Patrick McLoughlin
nd
Thursday 22 – Advent feria (St John Fisher School attending)
09.30 Noel O’Neill RIP
rd
Friday 23 – Advent feria
09.30 Josefina Fernandes RIP
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sat 17.15-17.45
Please keep the sick in your prayers. A list of sick parishioners is
displayed on the notice board at the back of the Church.
(SVP If you or your sick relative could benefit from a visit from the
St Vincent de Paul Society, please ring either Katherine on 020
8868 8512 or Tony on 020 8868 3205.)
Recently Deceased, Joseph O’Malley, Maureen Hennessy,
Deborah Lyons, Mark Power.
Pray Also For Peter Flanagan, Mary & Tony Mills, Frank Beesley,
Virginia Dellamura, Bridie Haynes, Nora Egan, Ying-Eng Kit,
Manuel Rodrigues, Brendan Connolly, Christopher Hilton,
Geoffrey Cheeseman, James McKenna and Patricia Ross whose
anniversaries occur at this time.
Helen Wiggins (née Gallagher) RIP Harry and Elizabeth wish to
thank all their friends and parishioners for their kind prayers,
cards and support. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered
for your intentions.
Our Weekly Newsletter We are now sending out the parish
newsletter by email. If you have not given us your email details
then please subscribe by following this link
http://eepurl.com/coXHxD.
Christmas Posters Please collect your poster from the porch.
St John Fisher Catholic Diaries 2017 Now available in the Church
porch. Cost £1. Please put money in basket provided or in
‘Papers’ box at the back of the Church.
CAFOD Christmas cards, Fairtrade chocolate & sweets are on
sale in the porch after all masses.
th

th

Eucharistic Ministers & Readers Rotas 24 Dec 2016 to 5 Feb
2017 are ready for collection from the pigeon holes in the porch.
Theology on Tap - Holy Mother! What is the Church? On
th
Wednesday, 18 January 2017 at 7.30pm in the Social Club. We
all think about the Church in different ways, Mother, Institution,
Herald of the Gospel. But what has informed our thinking and
how do we understand the Church?

Christmas Mass Times
Christmas Eve 24th December
5.00pm Family Mass
10.30pm Lessons and Carols followed by Mass
Christmas Day 25th December
08.30am Mass
10.00am Children’s Mass
11.30am Mass
St Stephen’s Day 26th December
11.00am Mass
Tuesday, 27th December
No Mass
For the rest of Christmas the Mass schedule will take place at the
usual times.

St John Fisher Social Club The Club bar will be closed on
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and New Year’s Eve. It will be open
on New Year’s Day.
Vinnie Packs The St Vincent de Paul Society is distributing 12,000
Vinnie Packs to the homeless over the winter, mostly in the
Westminster diocese. See svp.org.uk/node/330 for more
information. They cost about £3.20 to produce. Any contribution
will be very welcome. Donations can be made by text
VIMP33£[AMOUNT] to 70070 or by cheque made out to SVP and
sent to Vinnie Packs, PO Box 72264, SW1P 9EZ.
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Fatima The pilgrimage takes place from
24 to 27 April 2017, the centenary year of the apparitions, and
will be led by Cardinal Vincent. Return flights are from London
Heathrow with Tangney Tours. Prices are £530 per person
(including full board hotel accommodation, coach transfers, visits
and full services of Tangney Tours courier). Travel insurance is
£26 and there is a single room supplement of £50. For more
details contact Elizabeth Uwalaka, Pilgrimage Administrator, by
emailing elizabethuwalaka@rcdow.org.uk or call 020 7798 9173.
Gumley House Convent School FCJ The School Admission Policy
2018-19 and Supplementary Information Form (SIF) 2018-19 are
available on the school website www.gumley.hounslow.sch.uk
and at the school. For more information, please contact
dclare@gumley.hounslow.sch.uk or call 020 8568 8692.
Sacred Heart High School, Hammersmith The draft Policies and
Supplementary Information Forms/Application Forms are
available to view at www.sacredhearthigh.org.uk. The
th
consultation closes on Friday, 20 January 2017 and any
comments should be e-mailed to adijkhuis@sacredh.lbhf.sch.uk.
Senior Parishioners Christmas Lunch Please sign up if you would
like to come. It is a great chance to get together over a good
meal and to meet some of our young people who will be
th
delighted to help out on that day. On Sunday, 29 January 2017
at 12.30pm in the Parish Hall. All replies to be returned to the
th
presbytery by Sunday, 15 January.

Christmas Flower Collection £427.33 was raised. Thank you for
your generosity.

NAME.................................................. TEL NO................................

Christmas Coffee Morning Thank you to all those who attended
and who helped to make the coffee morning last Sunday such a
success. £554.55 was raised towards the Parish Project and
£183.70 towards Bhakita House.

ADDRESS..........................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
Please state clearly if you require transport.
TRANSPORT REQUIRED YES/NO

