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11th December 2016 ~ Third Sunday of Advent Year A
‘Gaudete in Domino semper, iterum dico gaudete.’

We Welcome…
People of All Faiths and Cultures
Divorced or Separated Persons
Families with Children
Those in Loving Relationships
Those in Difficulty
Married Couples
Single Persons
Those in Recovery
Travellers from Far and Near
Widows and Widowers
Visitors

We Seek…
To live the Gospel of Jesus Christ
To Gather the Community and Tell the Story
To Sing and Make Music to the Lord
To Break the Bread and Share the Cup

We Celebrate…
Diversity
A spirit of hospitality
The unity that God wills
Enlightening those who seek God
Forming small faith communities
Reaching out to alienated Catholics
Reverencing the dignity of each person
Caring for the needs of the less fortunate
Empowering Christians to realise their call
Providing a spiritual Oasis
Honouring an understanding among all faiths
Nurturing our gifts and sharing them

Gaudete-Rejoice! This is the
instruction we are given at the
beginning of Mass today. But
what do we have to rejoice
about? The Gospel presents us
with the rather odd figure of John
the Baptist. Jesus says of John
that ‘no greater man than he has been born.’ It’s clear that John the
Baptist has much to rejoice about. But what entitles John to the
great respect that Jesus bestows on him?
John the Baptist was, to put it mildly, singular. His diet and his dress
sense were weird, his living environment less than desirable. These
things mattered little to John. He was quite clear about his mission,
and that was his sole focus. He was tasked with preparing the hearts
of the people to receive the great joy of the Messiah. He preached to
them a clear message of repentance, that they must turn away from
sin so that they can recognise the Messiah when he comes. John
gave them a baptism of repentance, a symbol of their liberation from
the slavery of sin, which made them ready to greet their Redeemer.
People flocked to him to listen and to be baptised. He fulfilled his task
with great zeal and passion.
The gospel today tells us that John is in prison. But you cannot
imprison someone who has truly repented with a full heart. Even
though John cannot see the Lord face to face, he is able to recognise
him through the thick walls of a prison. The words conveyed to him
by the Lord most certainly would make John rejoice.
Repentance is a huge problem for us because it demands we
examine every aspect of our lives. There are lots of areas where we
are simply not ready for repenting. It’s painful for us to break free
from patterns of sin that seem to give us comfort and make us
happy. We think we will miss them and suffer without them. There
are lots of things in our lives that we don’t want to admit are sinful,
and sometimes when we look at the extent of our sinfulness we can
become disheartened, and think that repentance is pointless. It is,
however, necessary if we desire to receive our Saviour. God’s grace
and the fellowship of each other spurs us on to true repentance. We
have the great comfort of God’s mercy which means we don’t need to
languish in slavery to sin. We’re right on the threshold of our
complete happiness. We’re on the very edge of true joy.
This Sunday reminds us that, like John the Baptist, we’re on the
edge. We need to edge our way closer to true repentance because
that’s where we find our joy. Our salvation is a work in progress.
Let’s continue through Advent to encourage each other in prayer
both to repent and rejoice.

Mass Times & Intentions
th

Saturday 10 December 2016 (First Mass of Sunday)
18.00 People of the Parish
th
rd
Sunday 11 – 3 SUNDAY OF ADVENT
08.30 Inge Tichy (Anniv)
10.00 Elizabeth & Joseph Nnyanzi RIP
11.30 Joe O’Regan (Anniv)
th
Monday 12 – Our Lady of Guadalupe
09.30 Joseph Thiruchelvam RIP
th
Tuesday 13 – St Lucy, Virgin & Martyr
09.30 Tony Crick (Anniv)
th
Wednesday 14 – St John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor
19.00 Gerardo Lopez (Sick)
th
Thursday 15 – Advent feria
09.30 Horst Nekut RIP, Josef Schuster RIP
th
Friday 16 – Advent feria
09.30 Kåre Bjørnerud (Anniv)
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sat 17.15-17.45
Please keep the sick in your prayers. A list of sick parishioners is
displayed on the notice board at the back of the Church.
(SVP If you or your sick relative could benefit from a visit from the
St Vincent de Paul Society, please ring either Katherine on 020
8868 8512 or Tony on 020 8868 3205.)
Recently Deceased, Kevin O’Shea.
Pray Also For Inge Tichy, Joe O’Regan, Tony Crick, Kåre
Bjørnerud, Kathleen McDonnell, Anthony Mills, Stanislaus Bannis,
Theresa Fallon, Josie Tobin, Rosita Wakelin, Peter Gould, Virginia
Cabral Francisco and Waclaw Kowalewicz whose anniversaries
occur at this time.
Our Weekly Newsletter We are now sending out the parish
newsletter by email. If you have not given us your email details
then please subscribe by following this link
http://eepurl.com/coXHxD.
Growing in Faith Newsletter The GIF Christmas Newsletter is
available in the porch. All donors have been emailed a copy.
Christmas Offering Attached to this week’s newsletter is an
envelope in which you can make a Christmas Offering for Fr
Shaun. These offerings support him in his ministry here in the
Parish and they will be collected over the Masses of Christmas.
Thank you for your kindness and generosity at this time.
Theology onTap Where was Jesus born and When? Did the three
Kings come from the East and is the Star just a symbol? These
and other questions about the Mystery of the Incarnation will be
discussed at our next TOT, this takes place in the parish bar on
th
14 December at 7.30pm. Born in a stable? See you there!
Christmas Posters Please collect your poster from the porch.
Westminster Year Book 2017 Available from the foyer of the
sacristy before or after mass at £4.50 each.
St John Fisher Catholic Diaries 2017 Now available in the Church
porch. Cost £1. Please put money in basket provided or in
‘Papers’ box at the back of the Church.
CAFOD Christmas cards & Fairtrade Food There is still time to
buy or order CAFOD Christmas cards and Traidcraft gifts from the
stall in the porch or in the coffee morning after 10am & 11.30am
Masses. Fairtrade food is also on sale this weekend.
th

SJF Ladies/Knitting Group Meeting On Friday, 16 December at
2pm in the Fisher Room with mulled wine & mince pies.

Christmas Mass Times
Christmas Eve 24th December
5.00pm Family Mass
10.30pm Lessons and Carols followed by Mass
Christmas Day 25th December
08.30am Mass
10.00am Children’s Mass
11.30am Mass
St Stephen’s Day 26th December
11.00am Mass
Tuesday, 27th December
No Mass
For the rest of Christmas the Mass schedule will take place at the
usual times.

Christmas Coffee Morning Today after 10am & 11.30am Mass in
the Parish Hall. We shall be serving traditional Christmas food
and selling raffle tickets for the wonderful Christmas hamper,
kindly donated by a parishioner, as well as other raffle prizes
which will be on display in the porch. All proceeds towards the
Parish debt. Raffle tickets are £1 a strip, available after all masses
and at the coffee morning. A craft stall in the Church hall will be
selling beautiful knitted garments and handmade goods in aid of
Bakhita House. A warm welcome awaits you, so pop in, even if
you can only stay a short while.
Church Crib Setting out our beautiful church crib is a wonderful
way for families to celebrate Christmas. We are now seeking a
couple of families to volunteer to take over this special activity
from next year. It doesn't take long and you will be shown what is
involved this year. For more information please contact
elena.johnston@btinternet.com.
‘Lights of Life’ Christmas Tree Please fill in a card if you so wish
and put it in the box (near the baptismal font). Your card will be
put on the tree from this weekend. A memory book is also
available to write the names of those you wish to remember.
St Dominic’s Sixth Form College has been named as The Sunday
Times Sixth Form College of the Year. This is a national award
and recognises the outstanding results and progression to
university that the College has achieved over a long period of
time. It is a great moment for the College and for Catholic
Education in the Diocese of Westminster. Admissions for 2017
st
entry close on December 31 2016 – the application form is
online at www.stdoms.ac.uk.
Senior Citizens Christmas Party To end the Christmas season
with a bang rather than a whimper, we are pleased to invite our
th
senior parishioners to come to lunch on Sunday, 29 January
2017 at 12.30pm. All replies to be returned to the presbytery by
th
Sunday, 15 January.
NAME.................................................. TEL NO................................
ADDRESS..........................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
Please state clearly if you require transport.
TRANSPORT REQUIRED YES/NO

