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Welcome to the ninth edition of The Pylon. We do hope that you enjoyed our Summer edition and that this issue has articles of interest
to you.
Thank you again, John Towell, for the wonderful front cover.
This issue would be very empty without the contributions from you
all and we hope that more people will be inspired to contribute articles, recipes, poems or anything else that might be of interest.
Last year’s International Day was, again, a resounding success. The
weather was very kind to us. After expenses were deducted a profit
of £6,598.60 was made and the Parish share was £3,479.30. Many
thanks to all those who worked so hard and supported this wonderful
event.
This year the International Day is on Saturday, 2nd July, so please
support this in any way you can.
Please send all contributions to The Pylon via e-mail to barbaratowell@sky.com, geraldine2906@gmail.com or via the Parish House.

Barbara Towell, John Towell and Geraldine Kennedy
The Editorial Team
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Parish Women’s Group
Do you enjoy going out for the day, but sometimes feel stuck for a new
place to visit? If this is the case, read on. Here are some recommendations from members of our Parish Women’s Group.
Waterperry Gardens
Waterperry Gardens is near Oxford. It was made famous by Beatrix
Havergal who established her School of Horticulture for Ladies here; the
school remained open from 1932 until 1971. It is now home to 8 acres of
andscaped ornamental gardens, a quality plant centre, a museum, gallery,
gift barn and tea shop. For further details –
www.waterperrygardens.co.uk
Emirate Air Lines cable car rides (North Greenwich)
If you would like a varied and ‘different’ day out for the whole family, why
not take a trip across the River Thames in a gondola? As you sit looking
down from your gondola, you will be treated to spectacular views right
across London. You will perhaps wish to make more of your day out by
sailing down the river to North Greenwich on the Thames Clipper. Embarkation is close to Embankment underground station (Bakerloo, Circle and
District lines). Before your return journey, you could visit the O2 where
you will find many restaurants and cafes serving a wide range of snacks,
meals and drinks. For further details – www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk
Roxbourne Park Railway
Location: Roxbourne Park, Field End Road, Eastcote, Middlesex. HA4 9PB
Open 2.30pm until 5pm every Sunday during British Summer Time;
weather permitting. (Look out for special rides for Halloween and a free
Christmas run where you get to meet Santa by train.) Admission: £1 for
children and adults. Under 2’s, free. This is the perfect Sunday afternoon
outing for all those who enjoy rides on mini steam and diesel trains with a
conductor and ‘real’ tickets. Enjoy a walk in the park plus the children’s
play area. Usually an ice cream van makes an appearance too!
For further details – info@hwsme.org or http://
www.roxbournerailway.com
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Chenies Manor. House and Gardens (Near Chorley Wood)
Open during the summer months on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons as well as Bank Holidays.
For further details - www.cheniesmanorhouse.co.uk
A fascinating and well preserved Tudor house. (Guided tours are available.) The gardens are beautiful and there is an excellent tea room and
gift shop.
Virginia Water and Windsor Great Park
Here you will enjoy walking in parkland and gardens. There are lakes
surrounded by trees which have the most spectacularly coloured foliage. In addition, there is a children’s play area and a good cafe.
For further details – www.virginiawater.co.uk &
www.windsorgreatpark.co.uk
The Horniman Museum and Gardens
Location: 100, London Road SE23 3PQ. Nearest underground station: Forest Hill.
For further details phone 020 8699 1872
The museum exhibits very unusual items and collections. Amongst the
range are: dolls’ houses, musical instruments, anthropological items,
natural history exhibits and pottery. There is also an aquarium and it
organises special exhibitions and activities for children. A great day out
for the whole family.
The Wallace Collection – a national museum in an historical London
town house
Location: Manchester Square. (Nearest underground stations: Baker
Street and Bond Street.)
Its 25 galleries include such exhibits as: paintings, furniture, armour and
porcelain. It has special exhibitions for children and a good restaurant.
Open 7 days a week from 10am – 5pm - except Christmas Day.
For further details phone 020 7563 9500www,wallacecollection.org.uk.
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Wojciech Mlek R.I.P.
20th March 2016

Born 10th April 1919 near Częstochowa, Poland.

Wojciech attended Henryk Sienkiewicz School in Częstochowa,
achieving his high-school leaving certificate in 1939.
After war broke out, he found himself in Lida, where he was assigned
to the 77th School Cadets' Infantry Regiment, and on 20th September
his Regiment took part in the defence of Grodno. Soviet troops overwhelmed the Regiment and Wojciech became a prisoner of war.
After being transported through various regions, he found himself,
with his comrades, on the Kola Peninsula, where the POWs were
forced to carry building materials and provisions on their backs to the
town of Ponoj, where the Soviets were building an airport - a long and
arduous journey through swamps.
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After Germany invaded the Soviet Union, the Poles were liberated
and sent to Tatiszczewo where the 5th Infantry Division was being
formed. Unfortunately, Wojciech injured his right leg and underwent prolonged treatment, being transported with his Division
through Uzbekistan, Jelalabad, Krasnowodzk, Iran, Iraq, Palestine,
Egypt and Italy. Eventually, in May 1944, along with hundreds of
injured soldiers, he was taken by hospital ship from Naples to Liverpool, which is how Wojciech found himself in England.
In Liverpool he learnt English, then studied architecture at Liverpool University, and hence began his long career as an architect,
ending up as Assistant Controller of Architecture for the Borough
of Harrow. He retired in 1981.
In 1979 Wojciech joined a committee in the Parish of St John Fisher, volunteering his architectural expertise in the proposals for
building and renovation work to be carried out on the existing
structure. He also volunteered in helping to count monies from
the weekly mass collections; and both he and Stefania were also
involved in helping to organise a very successful Polish Evening.
Wojciech first met Stefania, his wife to be, in 1957, when she was
visiting her sister in Coventry, and they married in 1958. Wojciech
had two daughters, Eva and Hannah and a grandson, Keith, of
whom he was most proud.
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Senior Citizens’ Lunch 31st January 2016
Thanks to Teresa Arrgio, Neville Bayross and helpers,
our Parish’s senior citizens enjoyed a wonderful lunch
on the 31st January. The food was delicious and plentiful. Starters were served by our Confirmation candidates who were efficiently marshalled by Kay O’Connor
throughout the lunch. After lunch came a quiz with Father Shaun as both quiz master and adjudicator. Battle
commenced. Indeed, it was evident from the great
buzz of chatter and much laughter throughout, that a
good time was had by all.
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Pinner Writers’ Group invites all those who enjoy creative
writing to join them. The Group meets at Pinner Library
every last Tuesday of the month from 6 p.m. until 7.55 p.m.
Other meetings and events are organised monthly for those
members attending regularly. It doesn’t matter whether
you are a published author or simply enjoy writing and
would like to improve your skills, you will be made welcome.
So, if you are over 16 and would like to give us a try, why not
come along? There is a small charge of £1.
For more information contact Barbara Towell at
barbaratowell@sky.com or on 020 8866 6665.
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SOCIETY OF SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL
The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul (SVP) is a long established
Catholic lay organisation, which operates in many parishes – including ours of St John Fisher. Our role is to provide help to all
those who find themselves in need, regardless of religion, race,
gender or political views.
In these days of austerity we know there is much need in our area,
but it is not always easy to get in touch with those involved. If you
are unwell, need help, would like a visit - or know of a neighbour
or relative in need, please do not hesitate to contact us in the SVP.
Contacts: Katherine: 020 8868 8512 or Tony: 020 8868 3205
Thank you.
Tony McWilliams

Smiling Face
Unique handmade cards made for you
from your ideas.
All cards are made in UK and delivered by
first class mail.
Any enquires or orders contact Alex Crowe on

07944 273528
E-mail: smilingfaceuk@gmail.com
The Pylon
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The Wedding Rings

It was a dark and stormy night when
Christina and Patrick were on an enormous ship hoping to
marry and start a new life in Australia. Christina asked, ”Have
you got the golden rings safely packed?” Patrick replied, ”Of
course dear, I would never want to lose them.” For the first
few hours they were sitting on the deck enjoying their delicious cocktails. The crystal blue sea glistened and calmly
lapped against the side of the ship. They watched the sea
gulls flying and swooping down to catch the fish. They felt relaxed and over the moon for the first time in ages since all the
packing had taken place.
UNTIL...
CRASH! The sea suddenly became a huge monster crashing
against the sides of the vessel. The waves rose as high as a
giraffe. Christina afraid, fell to the side and felt her life could
be over. Minutes later, they were being swept away by a massive tidal wave and soon they couldn't see each other. Would
they live or die? Christina cried, ”Patrick, Patrick where are
you?” But he was nowhere to be seen!
Nearby, on an uninhabited tropical island he already lay unconscious for many hours. He lay on the south side. Patrick
woke up immediately, to the sound of gulls and gentle waves
and asked himself, ”Where am I? Where is Christina?”
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Meanwhile, on the north side Christina was saying the same
thing. Screaming his name, but all he could hear were the gulls.
Afraid she was dead, after many hours he began to walk
through to find some material to build a shelter before night
fall. It was then he heard someone screaming his name.
Searching and searching, until eventually he saw Christina
sitting on the golden carpet of sand by the sea. They fell into
each other's arms and felt relieved. “At least we've each other!” Patrick said. Minutes later she asked,” How are we going
to survive if we don’t get rescued?”
Several weeks later, Patrick had made a shelter from palm
trees, created chairs for them with tree bark. He managed to
make fire to heat up the fish they caught. Meanwhile, Christina
was lucky to find bananas, wild berries and coconuts which
they drank the tasty milk from. They sat at night gazing at the
stars and moon which glowed almost as brightly as the sun. In
the day, they would bathe in the warm, azure blue sea. All the
while hoping soon a ship would come by to rescue them.
“What are we going to do if we can't ever leave the island?”
asked Christina one day. “Well, we will have to live our lives
here then! It's not that bad I guess! At least we're not hungry or
cold.” “What about us getting married? We lost our golden
rings in the shipwreck!” cried Christina. “ Don't worry, I have
an idea!” Patrick left Christina sitting on the beach and strolled
into the forest. “Where are you going? Tell me! Tell me!” pleaded Christina.

The Pylon

15

Half an hour later, she saw him coming through the trees, holding something. ”What could it be?” she said to herself. “Let me
see! As he came closer he held out his two hands. What could it
be? The two rings that he had carefully woven from leaves.
“These are our wedding rings. Tomorrow, we will exchange
vows and get married on this very island in God's eyes.”
Next day, the sun rose like a huge orange in the bright blue sky.
A perfect day for a wedding, and under the palm trees near their
home, they married.
At the end of the day they had decided to call the island:
'Wedding Island.' It's called that to this very day.

By Arutsigka Christhuthananther Age 12
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The Happy Potters
Painting Shed

Mobile Pottery Painting – we come to you
Parties or just for fun
www.thehappypotterspaintingshed.co.uk
www.facebook.com/thehappypotterspaintingshed

CHRISTENING/FIRST HOLY COMMUNION/CONFIRMATION/
WEDDINGS/BIRTHDAYS

Large cake starts at £75.00
Small cake from £52.00
For all your cakes please call Edna
07776 174590
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FRANCHI SEEDS 1783
7 generations still in the same family.
Our seeds are regional varieties produced locally by US and only for YOU.
Try our ‘RED PEAR FRANCHI’ tomato as shown on BBC Gardeners World with
Monty Don. It comes from the Alpine region of Bergamo and is pure meat with
a true Italian flavour. Serve with ‘Tigullio’ basil from Portofino and a drizzle of
olive oil.

Tel: 0208 427 5020 Fax 5051
grow@italianingredients.com
www.seedsofitaly.com
A1 Phoenix Business Centre,
Rosslyn Crescent,
Harrow, HA1 2SP
SEEDS OF ITALY is a local business
specialising in vegetable seeds, vines, seed garlic and garlic sets, truffle trees, preserving equipment and we also import artisan made Italian soups.

MILLEY HAIR LOUNGE
Need a new hairdresser? Why not try us?

MILLEY HAIR LOUNGE
Roxeth Hill, Harrow
Please call 020 8864 2866 or 020 8422 8666
Open seven days a week. You will not be disappointed.
The Pylon
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SUMMER DESSERTS
Somerset Cream Pudding
(Serves 4)
Ingredients:
1 large can of pineapple rings or chunks
2 large lemons
275ml/10fl.oz of double cream
Grated chocolate
1 large can of condensed milk
Method:
Drain pineapple, cut into smallish pieces and put into a serving bowl.
Scrub the lemons, grate some rind, squeeze juice and put to one side for later.
Place the cream into a basin and whisk very lightly until cream holds its shape.
Add lemon rind and juice. Continue whisking until the mixture thickens.
Pour mixture over the pineapple pieces.
Decorate with grated chocolate.

Stewed Rhubarb with Orange and Ginger
(Serves 4 – 6)
Ingredients:
1kg of rhubarb (Two and a half pounds)
1 orange
A thumb-sized piece of fresh ginger (or crystallized ginger)
200g/7ozs of caster sugar
Method:
Preheat oven to 140C/250F or gas mark 1.
Cut the rhubarb into sections – the length of an average little finger.
Lay the rhubarb in a baking dish.
Grate the orange peel over them and squeeze the orange juice over them.
Peel the ginger and cut very finely into needles. Then sprinkle these and caster
sugar over the rhubarb.
Bake in oven for 25 – 40 minutes (depends on your oven) – the slower the
better! Serve with vanilla ice cream or cream.
*The above recipes are from the Roadwater Recipe book. Compiled and published by The Roadwater Tuesday Club in aid of the local children’s hospice.
The Pylon
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Arutsigka Christhuthananther’s Desert Island Discs
Many of you who attend the Sunday 10am mass will recognise
Arutsigka who sings with the music group. In addition, she has made
a valuable contribution writing articles and stories for The Pylon.
Until last year she was a pupil at St. John Fisher, our primary school,
but now is in Year 7 at Nower Hill.
Imagine being twelve years old, shipwrecked and then finding yourself all alone on a tropical desert island? Certainly, not everyone’s
dream. Well, this is what I asked Arutsigka to consider. How would
she cope? What music, film, and book would she choose to have
with her? Let’s find out.
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1. ‘Frére Jaques’ in Tamil.

Arutsigka explained that she would choose this simple song as it and
would remind her of her mother who used to sing this to her when
she was a very small child of about two.
2. ‘Shine Jesus Shine’ written and sung by Graham Kendrick.
This is one of my favourite hymns,” she said.” We used to sing it in
primary school and I loved doing the actions. Not only do I like singing this song, but it would remind me of the happy times at St. John
Fisher as well as the friends I had there, Jessica, Trina and Jade.
3. ‘Stille Nacht’ composed by Franz Xaver Gruber.
Arutsigka was born in Wuppertal, West Germany and lived there for
many years before coming to England. She recalls, during the Christmas season, listening to and singing along to this beautiful carol at
the kindergarten she attended. This song would help to rekindle
those happy memories.
4. ‘As I Kneel Before You’ sung by Maria Parkinson.
“This hymn makes me feel very emotional,” Arutsigka told me. “This
is because it has touching words and a lovely tune. Another reason
for wanting to have it on the desert island is that it was the first song
I sang with the 10am Music Group at St. John Fisher church and it
would remind me of that time and all the people in the group.”
5. ‘Für Elise’ composed by Beethoven.
As Arutsigka enjoys music and has begun playing keyboard, she admitted she can’t play this piece herself, but really likes listening to it.
Indeed, perhaps she would enjoy listening to it lying on the warm
sandy beach of the island.
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6. ‘Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious’ from the musical ‘Mary Poppins’ sung by Julie Andrews
She told me that this song was introduced to her by one of her friends
and at that time, she really struggled to pronounce it. However, it became a favourite song as well as coming from a Disney musical she likes
very much. Being that it is so much fun and light-hearted, it would help
to cheer her up when feeling lonely and sad on the island.
7. ‘Do- Re- Mi’ from ‘The Sound of Music’ sung by Julie Andrews.
“Having recently watched the film, this catchy little song has stuck in
my head and I would definitely sing it while trying to get on with life on
the island,” declared Arutsigka.
8. ‘Can Can’ composed by Offenbach.
This is yet another cheerful piece and therefore as well as really liking it,
she said that the constant upbeat music would make her want to dance
as well as making her feel happy. Dancing on the beach would be a
great way to get exercise and to help pass the time whilst waiting to be
rescued.
It was now time to ask Arutisgka the important question: “How do you
think you would cope with being shipwrecked alone on a desert island?” She very quickly told me that she would find it very difficult as
she would be very homesick. She would not only miss her parents and
friends very much, but even her younger brother Alwen – “even though
we argue a lot, I’d really miss him.” After a little contemplation, she
said she thought she would be able to catch fish perhaps; but as it was a
tropical island it would have bananas, berries and coconuts which she
would eat more than the fish. In addition, she could drink the coconut
milk inside the shells.
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She thinks she could make some kind of shelter with the palm leaves
and wood from the trees. If there were any materials washed up
from the shipwreck she would make use of these. She added that
then she might be able to build a raft too. Most of her time she
would spend: swimming, dancing, singing and reading. That is when
she was not busy trying to survive.
The book she would choose is ‘Alice in Wonderland’ by Lewis Carroll.
“At first this was a hard choice,” she said, “because I thought of all
my Jacqueline Wilson favourites, and then I thought because ‘Alice in
Wonderland’ is fantasy, I would be more likely to want to read it
again and again.”
She chose the film ‘The Sound of Music’. She told me that she really
likes this film for several reasons and that is why it is her choice.
Firstly, she loves singing the songs and would spend some time
learning all the words and tunes by heart. Secondly, the story is very
good and really exciting. In addition, it is set in a historical period she
finds interesting; particularly as she recently finished reading the
amazing book, ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’.
When I asked her what luxury item she would like to have, she answered without hesitation, her photo albums. Of course, these
would contain photos of family and friends.
The interview came to an end and I thanked Arutsigka for her really
interesting and thoughtful choices, adding that if she ever is shipwrecked, I think she will cope very well. Nevertheless, I do hope she
won’t ever have the chance to find out!

Barbara Towell
All the above choices can be found on YouTube.
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‘My Mother’s Gift One Christmas’
by Barbara Towell
My father he
loved gadgets,
Gadgets great and small.
The electric potato peeler
Was the craziest of them all.
Designed to make life easy,

We watched them roll and tumble
And bounce against the sides.
Yet half an hour later

A 60s housewife’s dream.

They were still more brown than
white.

“It peels them quick. It peels
them slick!”

A further fifty minutes

Well, so the adverts deemed.
My mother she just stood and
sighed,
Saw scrubbed potatoes placed
Inside the plastic “fish bowl”,
Made ready for their fate.

Barbara won The Harrow Times
Poetry Competition for April with
this poem.
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STAMPS

STAMPS

STAMPS
Please save your used stamps for St.Luke’s Hospice.
Last year the hospice made £10,000 from the donations of used
stamps they received.
Let us at St. John Fisher take the trouble to help our local hospice by saving yours. Please place them in either Tess Constantin’s or Barbara Towell’s pigeonholes in the porch at the
back of the church. Alternatively, hand large envelopes of
stamps or any of real value into the office in the Parish House.
Furthermore, a plastic envelope folder for this purpose remains
in the Sacristy Room.
Thank you. We will make sure St. Luke’s receive them.

A big thank you from St.Luke’s Hospice for all
the stamps you have collected. Keep on collecting!
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A poem found in a hospital locker…
This touching poem, found in the hospital locker of an old lady after her
death, may give many of us cause to ponder the real quality of life for
the aged. It was rescued by Mrs T Cowan of Highgate Hill, who was a
geriatric nurse. Mrs Cowan believed the poem should be published for
all to read.

What do you see, nurse, what do you see?
Are you thinking when you are looking at me A crabbit old woman, not very wise
Uncertain of habit, with far-away eyes,
Who dribbles her food and makes no reply
When you say in a loud voice, “I do wish you’d try,”
Who seems not to notice the things that you do
And forever is losing a stocking or shoe,
Who, unresisting or not, let you do as you will
With bathing and feeding, the long day to fill,
Is that what you’re thinking? Is that what you see?
Then open your eyes, nurse, you are not looking at me.
I’ll tell you who I am as I sit here so still,
As I use at your bidding, as I eat at your will.
I’m a small child of ten with a father and mother,
Brothers and sisters who love one another,
A young girl of sixteen with wings on her feet
Dreaming that soon now a lover she’ll meet.
A bride soon at twenty, my heart gives a leap,
Remembering the vows that I promised to keep.
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At twenty-five now I have young of my own
Who need me to build a secure, happy home,
A woman of thirty, my young now grown fast.
Bound to each other, with ties that should last.
At forty, my young sons, now grown, will be gone,
But my man stays beside me to see I don’t mourn.
At fifty, once more babies play around my knee,
Again we know children, my loved one and me.
Dark days are upon me, my husband is dead.
I look to the future, I shudder with dread,
For my young are all busy rearing young of their own,
And I think of the years and the love that I’ve known.
I’m an old woman now and nature is cruel,
‘Tis her jest to make old age look like a fool.
The body it crumbles, grace and vigour depart,
There is now a stone where I once had a heart.
But inside this old carcase a young girl still dwells,
And now and again my battered heart swells.
I remember the joys, I remember the pain,
And I’m loving and living life all over again.
And I think of the years all too few - gone too fast
And accept the stark fact that nothing will last.
So open your eyes, nurse, open and see
Not a crabbit old woman, look closer
– see me!
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TUSCANY RETREAT IN THE CHIANTI REGION
An Italian family of our parish is renting their Tuscan villa as a holiday home
for people seeking peace and quiet in a beautiful rural setting. An old stone
house dating back to1800 sympathetically restored, is set high on a hill with
stunning views of the Arno valley
beneath, complete with vineyards
and olive groves. It is within easy
reach of Florence, Arezzo and Siena, with the picturesque village of
Loro Cuiffena only 2.5 kms away
providing excellent local cuisine.
The house sleeps up to 8. For more
information, please go to
www.rondonivilla-tuscany.co.uk ,
email rondonivilla@gmail.com or
call Riccardo on 0780 5333 613.

London Air Ambulance Appeal
London Air Ambulance does an amazing job, saving lives through
their rapid response and medical skills. In order to help them
help us, they need financial aid. You can help by collecting the
plastic lids from milk bottles, water and soft drinks.
Please place these in the container labelled PLASTIC BOTTLE TOPS
which is in the kitchen opposite the Fisher room. It would be appreciated if they could be wash out first Alternatively, give them
to Barbara Towell.

With very little effort you will be helping to save somebody’s life.
The Pylon
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ST JOHN FISHER SCHOOL
EXPANSION
January 2015 - The beginning
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A new playground ……….

The Pylon

34

We’re getting there………..

Does anyone know a cheap landscaper?
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It has been an interesting journey for St. John Fisher School as we
have been used to managing our own projects, but this one was
managed by the London Borough of Harrow, as a basic need project to increase the number of places available to Catholic families
in Harrow. As with most projects, it started late and has only just
been completed in the Easter holidays 2016.
We are now using the new building for our large Out of School
provision while the small hall has a new roof, floor and is decorated. We expect to be able to move classes into the new building
after half-term. The new building has given us six classrooms, two
sets of toilets, two group rooms, a new staffroom, a new front entrance on Cambridge Road and new offices. Also, a kitchen has
been created from the very old changing rooms and physiotherapy room. The old offices and staffroom, when we have the money, will be converted into a music room, site supervisor’s office
and a meeting room.
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So far, we are delighted to be able to meet the needs of all
Catholic families who have requested a place in reception and
hope this will continue.
On June 22nd our Cardinal Vincent Nichols is joining us to bless
the new building. He was a leading influence in getting the
funding when we expanded in 2000, so we are delighted to welcome him back to see the progress we have made, whilst still
maintaining a vibrant, caring Catholic community.
When all works are complete we will invite parishioners and
past families to come and have a look as so many of you have
made significant contributions, both in time and money, to the
school.
On a personal note, Fr. McKenna, who had the vision for a parish school, appointed me as a young teacher and I hope that he
would be proud of the way the school has developed within the
parish of St. John Fisher.
Anne Lyons
Headteacher

Views of the completed building
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Our Grand Tour of India
For some time now India has been on our ‘bucket list’ of places to visit, so on
Tuesday, 1st March at 9.50pm we took off from London Heathrow to Delhi on
the first leg of our ‘grand tour’ (the description by the tour company). Arriving
at 10.30am the following morning we were met at the airport by our guide, and
joined 21 other people from all over England, and one English couple who lived
in France, to commence our journey of the Northern part of India.
After taking us to our hotel and having lunch, we were immediately whisked off
for sightseeing around Old and New Delhi, visiting the beautifully preserved
UNESCO site of the ruins of Quwwat-ul-Islam Mosque and Qutab Minar Tower
(73m. high) dating back to the 12th century following the defeat of India’s last
Hindu kingdom. The following day we visited the Gate of India and Parliament
buildings, Gandhi’s cremation site, went on a rickshaw ride through the old city
– what an experience, total chaos and cattle
have the right of way!
In the afternoon we travelled by coach to
Jaipur, known as the Pink City (a little confusing as the majority of the buildings are reddish-brown). The following day included visits to the main attractions of Jaipur including
the Hawa Mahal (Palace of the Winds – with
its screened balconies, the home of the harems of Maharajahs) (see below left)
the 16th century hilltop Amber Fort (see below right), accessed by our first, and
by the way last ever, elephant ride – (thank goodness we returned by jeep!)
and the City Palace owned by the present Maharajah of Jaipur, who is just 15
years of age.
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The following day we were
on the road to Ranthambore
National Park where we saw
many beautiful birds and
wild animals (kingfishers,
cormorants, crocodiles and
deer). We were also very
fortunate to see a young
female tiger who was very
relaxed and lazing on a rock,
thankfully after having eaten.
Our next experience was to travel to Geejgargh to stay in a lodge on the
outskirts of a typical village and visit a working farm. We were entertained that evening by dancers round a roaring fire in the beautiful
grounds.
We then journeyed to the fabled City of Love, Agra, where we visited the
Taj Mahal, built over a period of 22 years from 1632, by Shah Jahan as a
memorial to his beloved wife, Mumtaz Mahal, who died in childbirth at
the age of 39. This building is truly one of the great wonders of the world.
We didn’t sit on the ‘Diana seat’ but had a group photo taken just in front
of it. We also visited the majestic Agra Fort (5 miles in circumference)
with its royal pavilions, palaces and courtyards.
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It was now time for the next chapter of our tour and we travelled back to
Delhi for our 1,200 mile flight south to Cochin in Kerala. After a long journey and a night’s rest, we were ready to start again.
This is a very different part of India - after all the hustle and bustle and dust
of the North, Kerala is very relaxed – with its lush and green fields and rivers
and mountains, but with a temperature of 36C!
Our tour of historic Cochin included visits to the Dutch Mattancherry Palace
with its historic murals, a Jewish Synagogue, a church which houses the
tomb of Marco Polo and Fort Cochin, where we saw fishermen drawing in
their catches from traditional Chinese fishing nets, and a laundry. In the
evening we attended a Kathakali dance performance, a very colourful spectacle which combines elaborate costumes with literature, music, painting
and dance – which has also been performed for the Duke and Duchess of
Cornwall when they last visited
Cochin.
We then travelled to Alleppey to
board a traditional thatch-roof
houseboat for a cruise along inland waterways, lined with coconut groves, rice fields and temples and enjoyed a night on
board.
The next day we were off to Periyar, the home of Indian spice plantations.
A boat trip on Periyar Lake gave us another opportunity to see endangered
species in the wildlife sanctuary, which included a family of elephants enjoying the coolness of a sudden downpour of rain.
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Our next journey was to take us from Kerala to the neighbouring state of
Tamil Nadu and the ancient city of Madurai, where we visited the Meenaski
Temple, the largest Hindu Temple in India. It was then back to Kerala, driving through the forest and mountains (round very scary hairpin bends) and
the hill station at Munnar, the centre of Indian tea plantations. We visited a
typical tea plantation and had a very informative film and talk on the history
of tea at its museum – the plantation is now run as a co-operative by the
local people.
It’s nearly time to return to England, so it’s back to Cochin and an
overnight stay near Cochin Airport. Early the following morning
we board a flight to Mumbai and
then onwards to London
Heathrow.
Where have the last 18 days
gone? An amazing holiday in an amazing country – chaotic but somehow it
all works – truly a very grand tour! We would go again tomorrow.

Mary and Jeff Evans
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The Pylon
alisonjackson2000@hotmail.com

020 8429 5682
020 8427 2910

Kay O’Connor

Baptism/Communion/Confirmation
Marriage Prep/Children’s Liturgy/Sat
Classes/RCIA
Bethany Group

Deirdre Deeley
Ena Bocarro
Angela Daley
Tony
McWilliams
Clare Finney
Neville Bayross

Counters/Church Cleaning

Ecumenical Diocesan Rep

Faith Sharing (3 groups)

Coffee Morning

020 8863 8876

020 8868 3205
020 8427 7870

020 8866 3318

kayoconnor@rcdow.org.uk

020 8868 7531

The Presbytery

Altar Servers

Alison Jackson

johntowell@sky.com

020 8866 6665

John Towell

1:1 Club

FinnClai@aol.com

mcwilliamsma@hotmail.co.uk

daley47@yahoo.co.uk

deirdredeeley@aol.com
ena.bocarro@talktalk.net

harrownorth@rcdow.org.uk

Email Address

Telephone
Number

Contact
Name

Group
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PARISH CONTACT LIST

The Pylon
Ann French
Peter Quinton
Pat
McWilliams
Jan MacDonald
Julien Melville
Barbara and
John Towell
John Billiet
Barbara
Towell

Flower Arrangers

Knights of St Columba

Parish Council

Parish Women’s Group

Music

Mike Parkinson

Finance Committee

020 8866 6665

020 8429 2418
07503 210795

020 8422 0826

020 84290954

020 8868 3205

020 8866 5066

020 8868 5163

020 8426 0066
07801 737796

barbaratowell@sky.com

(See Parish Women’s Group/1:1
Club)
johnbilliet@virginmedia.com

julienmelville@talktalk.net

janmacdonald10@hotmail.com

mcwilliamspatricia@hotmail.com

p.quinton398@btinternet.com

vanfriday@yahoo.co.uk
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Teresa Arrigo
Stephen Pal

Tony
McWilliams
Barbara
Towell
Elspeth
Everitt
Sue Moriarty

SJF Ladies Club

SVP

Welcome Rota

Traidcraft Stall

Tai Chi

Social Club

Mary Evans

Readers/Eucharistic Ministers
maryjeffevans@gmail.com

t.arrigo@virgin.net
stephen.pal121@virginmedia.com

mcwilliamsma@hotmail.co.uk
barbaratowell@sky.com
elspeth.everitt@talktalk.net
suemoriarty@sky.com

020 8868 2884
020 8427 3063
020 8930 158
07836 701317

020 8868 3205
020 8866 6665

020 8868 0473
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It would be
appreciated if
any changes
are notified to
one of the

editors so that
these page
can be kept
up-to-date.
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NEED HELP WITH YOUR TAX OR
ACCOUNTS?
A friendly chartered accountant based in Rayners Lane
offers help with:
 self

employed, partnership and company accounts

preparation
 statutory
 tax

filing and

services.

Please contact Stuart on 07884 262803 or email at
rylandconsulting@aol.com
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46

LOVE IN ACTION
What is Love in Action?
From the 4th June
through to the 10th of July
we will work together as
a parish to gain a deeper
understanding of Catholic
Social Teaching (CST).
To help us do this we will
promote a programme
called Love in Action.
Love in Action is designed to introduce our
parish, youth groups,
school and faith-sharing
groups to the principles of Catholic Social
Teaching (CST). Once we have completed
the programme, we will have the tools to
start our own social outreach projects.
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Why 'Love in Action'?
As members of the Catholic Church, we are
all called upon to preserve the dignity of all
human beings, to care for creation, and to
reach out to our sisters and brothers in need.
These principles form part of CST, a body of
work developed by Church leaders over the
centuries. Pope Francis emphasises that it is
our duty to work together to bring about a
more just and peaceful world: to put love into
action.

How does it work?
Through Love in Action, we will be introduced to the six principles of CST through
Sunday Liturgy, group activities, and
school assemblies. The seven-week programme includes an introductory week to
Love in Action, and then each week we will
explore a different theme from CST. These
themes are Dignity and Equality, The Preferential Option for the Poor, The Call to
Community, Solidarity among Peoples,
The Dignity and Rights of Workers, The
Care of Creation.
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The Love in Action pack includes the following resources:
Parish leaders and liturgy sheets
Take-away leaflets and sheets
Notes for children’s liturgy leaders and primary school staff
Resources for groups of young people
Media resources.

What happens when the programme
finishes?
At the end of the parish engagement programme, the parish will be invited to a workshop which will help us to consider how the
principles of CST can be put into practice in
our everyday lives. We will be given the resources to help us work together to recognise
the needs of our parish or local area, and to
plan achievable and effective social actions.
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