
 

St John Fisher Church, North Harrow 

Annual Parish Meeting 

 

Monday 29
th

 November 2010 

 
 

Present: 38 Parishioners attended the meeting 

Apologies: Dolores McLean-Boyd, Neville Ransley 

 

 

1) Opening Prayer & Welcome 

The meeting opened with Fr Kevin leading us in prayer. 

 

 

2) Introduction 

Brian Morahan (Chair) welcomed those present. 

 

 

3) Brian Morahan & Rob Browne (Vice Chair) presented the Parish Council Report:- 

 

Parish Council Report 
 

Who we are: - 

 The Parish Council was established 4 years ago as an advisory body for Fr Kevin and the 

Parish Team.  We are there to be consulted on any matters relating to the parish and to 

provide a representative view from across the parish spectrum.   

 The Parish Council is made up of the Parish Priest, Parish Catechist, Premises Manager, 

Finance committee representative, Child Protection Officer, Minutes Secretary and 9 

representatives from across the parish. 

 Meetings are held 4 times per year.  Meeting dates and minutes are posted in the church 

porch.  Agenda items can be submitted via the Parish Secretary. 

 We are a point of contact for the discussion of new ideas and a group that can support 

their initiation and implementation.   

 

Progress this year: - 

 New Parish Council structure for the next 3 year cycle established following the election 

of new members at the end of last year. 

 New objectives for the Parish Council identified; these included refurbishment work on 

the Parish Hall; development of an outside play area for the Pre-School and the 

restructuring of the sanctuary.   

 Support provided, as required, to the Parish Priest, Parish Catechist and Finance 

Committee. 

 Assistance and consultation for new initiatives relating to the premises.   

 Items raised via the Suggestion Box in the Church porch are reviewed by Fr Kevin and 

discussed at the Parish Council meetings, feedback is provided directly or via the Parish 

Newsletter. 

 

Plans for the next year: - 

 Continue to support the Parish Team and to represent the parish as required. 

 Continued ‘value’ improvements to parish facilities 

 Support the Sanctuary project 
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4) John Brennan presented the Premises Report:- 

 

Premises Report 
 

This year again several projects have been undertaken to maintain, improve and upgrade the 

facilities of the Church and Parish Centre. 

 

Outside Area 

The works to the outside area have now been completed; there were sufficient funds to install 

extra drainage to the entrance to the lobby area.  The works to this area were paid for by funds 

accessed by the Pre-school Staff and Committee in excess of £20,000.  This area is a real asset to 

our Parish, especially since we were able to add a second shed, so adding extra storage area for 

the two Parish groups. 

 

Upgrading the Toilets to the Bar 

The Pre-school Staff were successful in accessing substantial funding to upgrade the Ladies and 

Gentlemen’s toilets by the bar as part of the external works, there is a requirement for the 

children to have access to toilets in close proximity. 

 

The above is not an exhaustive list of works undertaken.  Other repair, maintenance and testing 

and inspection works take place on a routine basis.  

 

Boundary Wall 

Our Brickwork Boundary (Imperial Drive) wall requires attention, there has been damage by 

both trees/shrubs and localised movement (subsidence).  There is an amount of re-pointing and 

possible localised demolition and rebuilding of the wall required. 
 

 

5) Jessica Gooch presented the Finance Report:- 

 

Finance Report 
 

Parish Accounts (figures relate to 2009) 

 

Income Key Points 

 Total income £212,087 – 5% less than in 2008 

 Offertories £122,000 – fewer people using envelopes, more loose plate 

 Social Club income down 50% to £1600 

 Second collections totalled £13,000 – unchanged from 2008 

 Assessable income £142,600 of which around £41,000 is being returned to Westminster 

over the course of 2010 

 

Outgoings Key Points 

Total expenditure £192,116: £50,000 less than in 2008 

 £15,000 was spent on repairs and renewals, including heating, electrical and fire safety 

inspections, new lighting and decorating in the small hall 

 We spent £10,000 on new windows, doors, flooring and a new ceiling in the Parish 

Centre. 

 The heating bill rose by 10% year on year 
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How do we measure up to other parishes? 

 Offertory: income is within the top 15% of all parishes 

 More than half of our offertory income is Gift Aided – huge benefit worth around 

£20,000 extra to the Parish a year. 

 Average weekly Mass count 1,147 people 

 Average weekly collection per person: £2.09 – diocesan average is £2.40 

 Figures do not take into account the high number of children in our parish 
 

 

In response to a question, JG confirmed that the diocesan levy is 29 per cent; it used to be 33 per 

cent.  Although there is a common feeling that the levy may go up again because of the expense 

of the Papal visit, the Archbishop is fairly certain that there will be no rise. 

 

Fr Kevin offered the thanks of the Parish to Jessica and the Finance team. 
 

 

6) Kay O’Connor presented the Catechist Report:- 

 

Catechist Report 
 

Sacramental preparation 

 25 Families have attended baptism preparation classes. 

 44 people Confirmed in May 2010. 

 59 children have made their First Holy Communion and Reconciliation. 

 6 people have been received into the Church via the RCIA programme. 

 50 children have been attending the Saturday RE classes 

 

Catechetical Training and Development 

 Catechist Formation 

 2 ‘Training Days’ held for all employed Catechists in the Westminster Diocese 

 Guided retreat 

 Workshop for working with Children in Non-Catholic schools 

 Agency of Evangelisation 

 Catechist Conference held at Cathedral Hall 

 Ealing Deanery new Missal training 

 Hounslow and Hillingdon deanery seminar on RCIA 

 Parish 

 Worked with groups of new Eucharistic Ministers and Readers 

 Met with Peter Turner, the Diocesan Child Protection Officer. 

 Diocese  

 At the beginning of the year Kay was asked by Archbishops Council to be part of an 

advisory board planning for Youth Provision in the Diocese.  The board is made up of 

clergy and lay workers. 

 Kay is now the key Youth Worker for the Diocese. 
 

 

Pastoral & Youth 

 Weekly visit to housebound parishioners 

 Events attended include:- 

 School plays at St Joan of Arc and St John Fisher schools 

 1:1 Club Advent service 

 Playgroup nativity play 



 

Annual Parish Council Meeting November 2010  Page 4 of 8 
PAR 

 Unity Service held in the parish 

 Pancake evening for ‘Churches Together’ 

 Mass for catholic teachers 

 St John Fisher feast day celebrations 

 Papal Visit 

 St John Fisher school ‘Trash Competition’ 

 Stations of the Cross for Year 2 children’s Faith Group 

 Youth Events include:- 

 Year 7 social afternoon 

 Mass for young people celebrated by the Bishop 

 World Youth Day planning 
 

Fr Kevin added that Fr Michael O’Boyd had been appointed parish priest at St Aloysius in 

Somerstown.  The hope was that that parish might become the youth centre. 
 

 

7) Under the guidance of Kay several parishioners, who had been present at various events 

during the papal visit, spoke individually of their experience:- 

 

The Papal Visit 
 

 Connor McNamara met the Pope on the steps at the Cathedral and then walked with the 

young people to Hyde Park. 

 Suzie Amui carried the parish banner at Hyde Park and received the candle for use in 

each parish.  

 Farah Aden was among the young people gathered at the front of the crowd in Hyde Park 

and experienced the wonderful atmosphere while they waited.  

 Barry Woodhall was at Cofton Park, Birmingham, seated at the front of the Sanctuary.  

 Ann Anderson, pilgrim leader at Cofton Park, spoke about the journey to Birmingham, 

the very early start, the long wait – but everyone agreed it had all been worthwhile.   

 

Brian Morahan thanked the group for sharing their experiences of the Papal Visit with the Parish.  

Their contribution to meetings such as this really helps to bring to life the activities that take 

place in the parish in the course of the year. 

 
 

8) Fr Kevin presented the Parish Priest Report:- 

 

Parish Priest Report 

 

Fr Kevin emphasised that for St John Fisher School, would-be parents that do not go to Mass in 

the parish in which they live, must have their form countersigned by their geographical parish 

priest. For example, Mary lives in Pinner parish but comes to Mass here. Therefore Fr Kevin 

gives the reference as to her attendance at Mass but Fr Robert must sign to say that she lives in 

his parish. Or, in the situation where someone who lives in Imperial Close goes to the Brazilian 

Chaplaincy in Whitechapel, the Brazilian chaplain attests to their Catholicity and Fr Kevin signs 

it to say that they live in this parish. 

 

Fr Kevin thanked all those who attended his mother’s funeral. 
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Liturgy 

We had a Mass for Queenie at which she was presented with the Diocesan Medal for her services 

to the parish.  Monsignor Keith Barltrop was the celebrant.  I am grateful to all involved for their 

contributions to the Mass and the party afterwards.   

 

The Advent penitential service was well-attended despite the snow although the Lenten one is 

still the most popular.  The visiting priests, as usual, commented on the high turn-out. 

The Christmas Masses were well-attended and the collection was up again.  There were a higher 

number of children for the Nativity on Christmas morning than the previous year.  Again, the 

1130 Mass was the least popular.  I celebrated Mass for the altar servers on St Stephen’s Day as 

usual and spoke to them directly about their ministry.  New Year’s Day Mass seems popular at 

1200.  The Epiphany play was quite well-supported and there were more gifts than ever donated 

to the Catholic Children’s Society.   

 

I continued to attend the music planning meetings and gave as much input as is possible and 

acceptable.   

The advent of the New Missal will be using music as a key tool for catechesis and our musicians 

have been made aware of this. 

 

As before, we hosted a service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity which I led. 

 

The 0700 Mass on Ash Wednesday was well-attended as were the Stations of the Cross during 

Lent.  People seem to like using a different set of mediations each week.  Many people attended 

the Easter Triduum, and Good Friday Stations were packed.  Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 

liturgies were fullest but the Vigil was a little bit of a disappointment regarding the size of the 

congregation. 

 

Our patronal feast was well celebrated. 

 

I concelebrated Mass for those buried in Pinner New Cemetery and blessed the graves. 

 

Our own First Friday devotions continue to be popular. 

 

 Weddings, 4. 

 Funerals, 13 (less than half of last year!). 

 Sick Visits, 29 (all first visits – many follow-ups). 

 House Blessings, 6. 
 

Catechesis 

I attended RCIA on a Thursday evening and had another candidate seeing me separately on a 

Saturday morning.  He was received into the Church just after Easter.  We all had a lovely dinner 

together at the end of the process.  I have spoken with all those who are thinking of coming into 

the Church this year. 

 

I led a Confirmation group and had 2 good meetings with the parents.  We have more candidates 

this year and have tentatively booked two dates with the bishop.  Kay and I have met nearly all 

the prospective candidates for this year.  We will be starting the classes in New Year 2011. 

 

The First Holy Communion Masses were appropriately celebrated and we had 43 Confirmations.   

The dates of these celebrations around Bank Holidays seem to be popular. 

 

I attended a Year 7 gathering organised by Kay. 
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Parish Activities 

A new cleaner for the hall has been appointed. 

 

The Christmas bazaar was well-attended and after a slow start the number of items donated was 

as high as ever but the quality was much better than in the past.   

 

The London Oratory Schola concerts were excellent and well-attended as usual.  We are very 

grateful to them for coming here. 

 

World Youth Day – only one Diocesan pilgrim although Kay may organise a younger group. 

 

St John Fisher School 

I continue to be a governor at St John Fisher School.   

 

The whole school come to 1000 Mass on the last day of each term and on the Solemnity of 

Ss Peter and Paul.  The children from year 3 and above attended Mass at 1000 on Ash 

Wednesday and I celebrated a liturgy in the school in the afternoon for the younger ones.  In the 

autumn term I celebrated a Mass or liturgy for every year group; in the Easter term I spoke to 

each year group about the season of Lent and penance and reconciliation; and in the summer 

term every year group attended one parish 1000 Mass.  I also celebrated the leavers’ Mass and 

attended the school assembly to say farewell to Mrs O’Toole and Mrs Watson. 

 

I was able to meet with the school council, the environmental pupil advisors and the road safety 

group.   

 

I continued to hold surgeries for signing secondary and primary school application forms and 

have completed them for the coming year as the latter’s deadline has been brought forward to 

January.  The issue of families living close to the school but attending their national chaplaincies 

remains an unknown quantity as do the entrance criteria of secondary schools in dispute with the 

governmental and diocesan policies 
 

Harrow School 

I led the penitential service at Harrow School in Advent and Lent and was assisted by Fr Norman 

and Fr Peter Preston SDS.  A vast majority of the 160 Catholic boys went to Confession and 

perhaps we might try a similar celebration here. 

 

I attended both the Carol services and was pleased to meet the parents of the boys.  They were 

grateful that the parish had “released” me to meet the needs of their sons in terms of Catechesis, 

the celebration of the Mass and seeing them regarding other concerns of life in a boarding 

school. 

 

I concelebrated the Mass on 27 February at Westminster Cathedral at which the Byron Consort 

sang.  They will be coming to us early next year to give a concert before their American tour. 

 

I prepared 4 boys for their First Holy Communion which they received on 28 February. 

 

I led the Stations during Lent on Fridays that the boys were in school at 2110. 

 

With Dr Holland, the senior Catholic Master, we took the altar servers out to dinner. 

 

As a member of staff, I helped supervise a trip to Warhorse at the New London Theatre. 

 

I concelebrated at the Confirmation Mass on 2 May when 22 boys received the Sacrament. 
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I celebrated Mass at 2110 on the Solemnity of St Peter and St Paul.   

 

I attended all the social events associated with the school that I could such as House Songs, 

House-Masters’ Teas, leavers’ ceremony and dinner, and so on. 
 

Northwick Park Hospital 

I was on call for Northwick Park 25-27 February, 25-27 March, 3-5 June, 12-14 August, 14-16 

October.  No calls at all – a mark of the excellent work of Fr Augustin. 
 

Diocesan Duties 

I continue to answer questions on-line for the Catholic Agency for the Support of Evangelisation 

on a rota basis. 

 

I continue to serve on the Sick and Retired Clergy Fund committee and as well as attending the 

meetings I regularly visit the priests for whom I have responsibility although four have died this 

year.   

 

I continue to attend the Harrow Deanery meetings and serve as our Deanery representative on the 

Council of Priests which requires my attendance at 2 meetings each year. 

 

I attended 3 meetings/study days of the Northern Area clergy with the Archbishop and the Day 

for Priests at London Colney where we celebrated Mass using the new translation of the Roman 

Missal.   

 

I attended the St John Bosco Chaplains’ dinner with the Archbishop. 
 

Ecumenism 

We hosted and I preached on the first day of week of prayer for Christian unity.   
 

 

9) Points raised by Parishioners:- 
 

Mary O’Gorman raised the question of maintaining contact with the elderly and lonely in the 

Parish.  She urged parishioners to look out for neighbours and others, and she reminded them 

that frail people don’t ask.  There was a need to seek out such people, maintain contact, offer a 

lift to Mass; Mass is often their main point of contact with other people. 

 

Fr Kevin responded suggesting tea/coffee in the sacristy room one week-day morning after 

Mass. 

 

The offer of lifts to Mass had often been in the Newsletter – but never taken up.  Perhaps the 

Eucharistic Ministers could be asked if the people they take Communion to would benefit from a 

lift?  Perhaps a notice on the porch board could ask parishioners to contact the Parish house if 

they knew anybody who would like a lift? 

 

The Bethany Group which meets monthly is directed to carers.  So far 2 meetings have been 

held, but only a few came.  The parish wants to do more for carers. 
 

 

10) AOB:- 
 

No points were raised. 
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Brian Morahan thanked all those that had contributed and attended the APM.  

 

He thanked Fr Kevin and the Parish team for all their hard work over the past year. 

 

 

11) Closing Prayer:- 

 

The meeting closed at 2120 hrs with a prayer led by Fr Kevin. 

 


